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Hello,

2022 forced us to reboot with a smaller, toned-down 
Pink Loerie Festival due to COVID-19 regulations 
and restrictions, but we made it – this year, we’re 
hosting our 22nd edition!

Thank you to every person who placed an advert, 
made a donation, provided products and offered 
assistance and auction items. None of this would’ve 
been possible without your help. I do apologise in 
advance if, for some reason, I’ve missed a person 
or company, but our gratitude goes out to the 
following people and companies for their continued 
support and belief in our brand and cause:

Knysna Municipality
Executive Mayor of Knysna, Councillor Levael Davis

Personal Assistant to Executive Mayor of Knysna, 
Kirsty Hofhuis

Richard Meyer and support staff

Murro-Wayne Spies and support staff

Anthony Bans and support staff

Pamela Booth and support staff

Noxolo Mcothama and Brian Cornelius

Shanelle Pretorius

Ntombekhaya Nkoane

Garden Route District Municipality
The GRDM Speaker, Alderlady Georlene Wolmerans

George Municipality
Executive Mayor, Alderman Leon van Wyk

Cllr Jackie von Brandis

Chief Communications Officer - Herman Pieters

East Region DA LGBTQIA+
Cllr Jackie von Brandis

WESGRO
CEO – Ms Stander

Events Administrator – Zothando Tsulo

Visit Knysna
Keagon Borchards, Thozeka Sikali and Hanlie de 
Villiers

Plett Tourism
CEO – Patty Butterworth

Knysna Ziplines – SA Forest Adventures

Offshore Adventures Diving with Seals

Bitou Vineyards

Naming Rights Sponsor
Villa Castollini – Dirk and Sonia Claassen. Thank 
you for always opening your doors to us and for 
the abundance of love towards the LGBTQIA+ 
community and us.

In Association with Sponsor
Men International South Africa – Rudi du Toit 

ETC-ZONE Centurion – Christo de Beer

Jacaranda LGBTQIA+ Pride

Official and Preferred Venue
Villa Castollini – Dirk and Sonia Claassen, Carin, 
Shadi, Quinton, Ashley, Tersia, Rose and Porcia.

Executive Chef
L&L Catering – Chef George Beyl

Table Décor 
ECOZEST – DP Ferreira and Hannes Stander

Masters of Ceremony 

Leigh Myles and De Wet Mickey Louw

Bar and Waiter Staff
Benjamin B Mazeka and his staff

Sound and Staging
Brilliant Events – Mikey, Dudley, Chad, Eldeo and 
Vuyani

Special Guest Artist Courtesy of Marshall Arts Talent
Cassa Jackson (London-based singer-songwriter 
with a soulful edge) and Mom Tina, thank you for 
making the journey to South Africa and fitting in 
with our crazy schedule. 

Guest of Honour
Shanon Kannigan, Mr Gay World™ South Africa 
2021 and family. Thank you for sharing the event  
with us and making new memories.

Medic Services
Villa Castollini – Mark and Jackie Stevens

Knysna Pride and Street Party – Frontier Medix

Knysna Provincial Hospital – Dr Brink and Vinette 
Ruiterson

Life Knysna Private Hospital – Carmen Grobler

Western Cape Department of Health – Keith 
Kleinhans

Official and Preferred Vehicle Partner
Mahindra South Africa

Safety and Security
South African Police Service Knysna – Col De Wet 
and support staff

Knysna Traffic Department – Mr Anthony Barns and 
support staff

Knysna Fire Department – Mr Spies and support 
staff

Allsound Security
Management Team - Michael Simon and Ashley 
Boetius

Supervisor Introduction and training - Leon Koch

editor’s note
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Team on duty – Samantha Mlanjeni, Chris Nquma, 
Analo Ngqmshe and Sinxolele Sihola

Knysna CPF 
Cheryl Brits and team

Accommodation Sponsors
Villa Castollini – Sonia Claassen

Simola Hotel Country Club & Spa - Roxanne Marais

The Lofts Boutique Hotel – Peter Siebert

Rexford Manor – Ri-Han de Jager-Craven

Knysna Wayside Inn – Brent Hicks 

Gooderson Knysna Chalets – Cheryl Gooderson-
Otto

Southern Sun The Cullinan – Jacques Moolman

Official and Preferred 2022 Restaurants
Olde’s Pub and Grill Restaurant – Priscilla and team

Oaks on Main – Margot and team 

Ten on Queen Street – Helena and team

The Oysters Edge – Gary and Rene Atkinson, Mike 
and Kirsty Hofhuis

Media Partners
Panthera Media

Write Touch Communications – Jacques Marais

Gay Pages – Rubin van Niekerk

Mambaonline.com – Luiz De Barros

Action Ads (Julie, after 12 years, we finally met) 
Public Relations

Brandfundi – Michelle Cavé – Public Relations

Media and Interviews
Eden Fm 

You FM - You with The Boys with presenters: Pat-
Cash, Kamo Gee and Bingo 

Expresso Morning Show - SABC 3

SABC News with Sagree Chetty and Sphiwe Hobasi

Graphic Designer, Magazine Layout, Social Media and 
Psychologist
Designerart – Natasha Ungerer

Website
Dragon Consulting – Rob, Michelle and team

Photographers
Michael Hilton Hofhuis Photography – Mike Hofhuis 

Rudi du Toit Photography – Rudi du Toit

Thank you to the following individuals and or 
organisations
Mahindra Centurion – Stefan Smit

Licence to Travel - Henk Smit

AH Productions – Hermann Winter-Greyling

Bidfood – Louise Carter

Shabby Fufu Lifestyle Farm – Werner Erasmus Le 
Grange

Sedgefield Craft Brewery – Gordon McKean

Mortlock Distillery – Gregory Visser

Fanglasstic – Robin Kittles, Willem Basson and 
Vicky Matthyse

Nel Art – Luan Nel

GOLD Restaurant – Cindy Muller and Lita Brits

Characters Signs George – Greig 

Super Rent – Sheree Raubenheimer and driver 
Chad Flannigan

ABI – Bridgette Wessels

Impi Wire – Ronny Elias

Painting donations – Shirley Howells

Freeze Flame Media – Chris de Villiers

The Head Explorer Catamaran – Rika Fourie 

Birthday Cakes – Vanessa Aylward

Cavanagh & Richards Attorneys

Night in Shining Armor – Danie Munnick

Limited Edition Pink Loerie 22nd Edition Dolls – HJB 
Handmade 

And last but not least
Thank you to my fellow committee members, Carin de 
Jager, Ri-Han de Jager-Craven and Jacques Marais 
for all your hard work. Johann, you have stood by 
me during this event with unwavering support. This 
project has its challenges, but you have remained 
patient and present. I am so appreciative.

One thing is sure: we became masters of changing 
venues and routes on number 99 – not by choice 
but due to circumstance.

It has been rewarding to deliver food to much-needed 
soup kitchens in support of the town of Knysna, its 
residents and surrounding areas over the past two 
years. We intend to maintain these efforts to make a 
positive difference. To honour one of the organisers 
during our annual VIP Dinner for her selflessness 
and what she does for her community, was also a 
very special experience.

If you would still like to contribute artwork or 
donations, please feel free to contact us at 
office@pinkloeriefoundation.com. 

We are delighted to announce that the Pink Loerie 
Mardi Gras and Arts Festival 2023 will take place 
from Friday, 28 April 2023 to Monday, 1 May 2023.

Kind regards,

Pink Loerie Organising Committee

Pink Loerie ™ and Pink Loerie Mardi Gras and Arts 
Festival™ are both trademarked. 
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Knysna Executive Mayor, Councillor Levael 
Davis takes pleasure in welcoming the 
LGBTQ+ Community to the Greater Knysna. 
The number 19th most loved destination 
around the world for 2021, according to the 
Tourism sentiment index.

I encourage you to enjoy everything 
that Greater Knysna has too offer, from 
local small businesses to our amazing 
accommodation establishments and 
restaurants. We have the most beautiful 
beaches, lagoons, forests and wonderful 
people, Thank you in advance to your 
generous contribution to our various 
charities, this really builds community spirit. 

I hope that your experience of Greater 
Knysna will be one you will never forget so 
much so that you will tell everyone what a 
fantastic place Greater Knysna is. 
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As Executive Mayor of George 
Municipality,  
 
I extend a warm welcome to all 
visitors travelling through George to 
the 2022 Pink Loerie Mardi Gras and 
Arts Festival being held in Knysna this 
coming long weekend. I wish all of you 
good weather, enjoyment and fun. 
 
Best regards 
Alderman Leon van Wyk
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Key
Points 

This year marks the 3rd year that Wesgro will be a supporter of 
the Pink Loerie Mardi Gras and Arts Festival.

“Pride is not only a space where people in the LGBTQ+ 
community can come together and proudly be who they are, 
it’s also a space where straight and cisgender allies come 
together in support of the LGBTQ+ community and equality.”

Therefore, it’s important that we continue supporting initiatives 
that promote inclusive social awareness. 

The Pink Loerie Mardi Gras and Arts Festival has established 
itself as Africa’s biggest lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and queer (LGBTQ+) event. 

“The return of the Festival and the support from the Knysna 
community will ensure that it continues on with its efforts to 
promote and offer support to the greater LGBTQ+ community 
through the Pink Loerie Foundation. This, by providing 
education, visibility and awareness programmes that in turn 
boost tourism and create an ethos of care within the community 
and beyond.” 

It is imperative that our communities continue to work together 
towards a greater future for our province and all her people. 
The Western Cape Province is truly the ‘Cape of Great Events’, 
and we are honoured to once again be a part of promoting 
pride-consciousness and welcome the diversity the festival 
brings to the province.

Cape Town & Western Cape 
Pink Loerie Mardi Gras and Arts Festival
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The Democratic Alliance is excited to be part of the Loerie 
Festival starting on 29 April 2022. The DA pledges to support 
LGBTQIA+ people.  We believe in the values of freedom, 
fairness, opportunity and diversity, which includes the 
freedom to choose whom you love and how to live your life.

As the East Region DA LGBTQIA+ we are committed to 
make necessary changes that are needed in our Region.

We have already made huge strides in George, the biggest 
constituency in the East Region. The George Municipality 
approved a LGBTQI + help desk that would serve as an 
information station where members of the LGBTQI + 
community can get relevant information and they can be 
referred to external organizations that can offer services to 
them. The municipality is also in the approval phase of a 
gender equality and disability policy for the municipality.

We as the Democratic Alliance offer a chance to be part 
of the change you want to see in the country. As the DA in 
the East Region, Western Cape we want to be your partner. 
Please join our fight by getting in touch with any of our DA 
branches.

As the East Region DA LGBTQIA+ we are 
committed to make necessary changes 

 that are needed in our Region.
- Cllr Jacqulique von Brandis
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Mahindra. Always up for a challenge.

www.mahindra.co.za
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Stephanus Jesaias Terblans was the first white settler in 
the Knysna area. He farmed at Melkhoutkraal, which was 
established in 1770. Stephanus Terblanche died in 1790 
after having had the loan rights for over twenty years. His 
widow, Hester Marx, stayed on the farm and ran it with the 
help of her children. She subsequently remarried Johann von 
Lindenbaum in 1798.

George Rex left the British Admiralty Court in the Cape, 
where he had practised as a lawyer, after the handover of 
the Cape to the Batavian Republic and in 1804 bought the 
loan farm Melkhoutkraal from the deceased estate of Richard 
Holiday, who had a year earlier purchased it from Johann von 
Lindenbaum.

George Rex, extending his landholding, bought the farm 
Eastford, between Grey Street and Salt River and later ceded 
80 acres (40 morgan) to the Colonial Government on which 
the Royal Navy laid out the naval township of Melville on the 
lower part of the town in 1825, named after Viscount Melville, 
the 1st  Lord of the Admiralty. On the death of George Rex in 
1839 his properties were put up for sale.

Lt. Col. John Sutherland of the Indian Army bought the 
northern section of Melkhoutkraal during a visit to the Cape 
in 1844. The village of Newhaven, was surveyed by William 
Hopley and laid down in 1849. The erven were then offered 
for sale by John Sutherland, the Colonel’s son.

Knysna was at this time a Field-Cornetcy of Plettenberg Bay in 
the Division of George. It was declared a separate Magisterial 
Division in 1858; bounded in the west by the Swart River, the 
east by the boundaries of the Division of Humansdorp, north 
by the Outeniquas and south by the ocean.

In 1882 the two villages plus “the wedge”, a triangle of land 
between the two villages, being the remaining land of the farm 
Eastford, were amalgamated to form a municipality, known as 
The Knysna, taking its name from the Knysna River.  “Knysna” 
is a Khoi word meaning “fern”.

Source:
http://www.loveknysna.com/history/ 

A brief history of Knysna
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Nel Gallery in Cape Town takes as a pivotal part of its mission the creation of a platform for LGBTQIAO+ 
individuals, debate, and culture. We exhibit and promote queer artists, creating opportunities for them 
to enhance their careers, highlight issues within our community, empower the voices of those who have 
been silenced because of their identity, orientation or life choices, and we also contribute to not for 
profit organizations benefiting at risk LGBTQIAO+ individuals. For example we created a platform for 
Pride Shelter to highlight the trust’s work and homeless LGBTQIAO+ people that they deal with daily. 
The Pride Shelter is the only one of its kind in Africa. Currently people fleeing severe discrimination and 
trauma from various other provinces and countries, flock to this single shelter—which can only house a 
limited number of people. Nel Gallery created the visual arts component for “Pride Afrique”, the very 
first Pan-African pride event that started in 2020. The theme in 2021 focused on trauma and the slow 
violence committed against LGBTQIAO+ individuals and communities throughout Africa. This year we 
are proud to partner with Pink Loerie.

Nel Gallery’s programme of exhibitions and performances reflects our aim of being inclusive of various 
voices and multiple issues, paying attention to the intertextual nature any such exploration often has. No 
one case is ever the same as another. Our approach aspires to be broad enough to accommodate many 
issues and views. We were never given a handbook and are learning each day, cutting a path forward, by 
the group exhibitions we show, by the solos we host—expanding the discourse one show at a time.

An artist that we represent and believe in, is Philip Steele. Steele depicts erotic film stars, who have passed 
away, in the finest hand-applied washes of ink. The artist makes us aware of the tragedy, and untimeliness 
of their deaths, in the red text painted on each painting. Their passing is tied to their living life on the edge 
of society. Existing in that shadow space that occupies gay men’s imagination and fantasies.

The sensitive treatment of each individual portrait suggests a tenderness—a treatment of the subject 
that is unexpected. Instead of using images that might display these men as their best erotic selves, the 
artist treats each portrait with individual care, as if he knew them, and with the dignity usually reserved 
for more mainstream celebrity.

Steele took on the role of a private investigator, or an obsessed fan. He says: “I asked myself: How does 
their work live on? What is their legacy? I began to empathise with these individuals. For some people 
these actors meant so much, and their deaths were met with great sadness. Others believed these actors 
were deserving of a premature death because of the way they lived their lives. This body of work has 
taught me just how lethal prejudice can be. My work uses painting to memorialise and beatify (the second 
stage in canonising saints) male erotic film actors of the late 20th and early 21st centuries who were gay 
or did gay erotic scenes. These martyrs, for me and many other gay men before me, represent beauty, 
positive a�rmation of gay desire, and the celebration of that desire. How it could be played out and acted 
upon unashamedly. I truly hope that my gesture o�ers them the tribute they deserve.”



Tosca Neena, To Let Your Guard Down I, 2021, Photograph, 21 x 29.7 cm

Tosca Neena, To Let Your Guard Down I, 2021, Photograph, 21 x 29.7 cm



Tyrrel Thaysen, Erotic Exotic, Collage, tissue and resin, 30 x 18 cm

Tyrrel Thaysen, Erotic Exotic, Collage, tissue and resin, 30 x 18 cm
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Philip Steele, Kurt Marshall, 2021, Indian Ink, watercolour, and pencil on 
Arches watercolour hot pressed 300 g/m2 100% cotton paper, 60 x 45 cm
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Established in 1992 this unique guest house has flourished 
over decades of development and changes, not only 
in its façade but culturally too. Situated on the heritage-
protected Pledge Square, Knysna Wayside Inn can be 
considered the doorway to the majestic Pledge Nature 
Reserve and the Greater Knysna Fauna and Flora.

The old colonial-style building tells the story of Knysna’s 
early settlement history and influences along with so many 
other of Knysna’s beautiful historical architecture. The 
guest house’s original theme was that of an “Out of Africa” 
experience that would give the international guest a true 
experience of Africa embedded in architectural design 
they could likely trace back to their own countries.

The slotted room doors were designed specifically to 
represent the feeding style in the Robbin Island Prison 
where former President Nelson Mandela was imprisoned 
for 18 years before the fall of apartheid

 A topic that was much debated abroad and stirred the 
curiosity of overseas travelers to South Africa. Guests 
could have their breakfast served through the slots in 
the doors and even take pictures as they attempted to 
replicate what they imagined prisoners were subjected to.

Over the decades the Knysna Wayside inn has firmly 
established itself as the preferred destination Inn for 
experiencing not only our rich history and town. Being 
centrally located it’s an explorer’s dream location for 
getting around on foot and experiencing the overwhelming 
beauty of the Garden route.

In 2020, amid the Global pandemic, new owner Brent 
Hicks took the opportunity to create the new BOHO-Chic 
guest house. Carefully selecting which aspects to revamp 
and which to retain so guests might still experience the 
amazing history while enjoying the eclectic modernism.

Elegantly decorated, each room features the owner’s 
original abstract artwork. The newly renovated Wayside 
Inn allows guests to celebrate the freedoms (beliefs, 
culture, expression, and social to name but a few) that 
were hard-won over the decades. 

Knysna Wayside Inn has nurtured that culture of inclusivity- our vibe attracts many a tribe- a place where every 
guest is treated like family in the true spirit of UBUNTU and PRIDE. 



23

KNYSNA WAYSIDE INN
Where you’ll always be treated like one of the family

Recently renovated, the new owner, Brent Hicks hopes the BOHO-CHIC eclectic vision is to your taste. The improvements will 
continue to upgrade all aspects of KNYSNA WAYSIDE INN until we achieve our goal and reach the highest standard- earning 

us the privilege to become your destination INN.

Our amazing team- or “support cast “promises to always aim to make you feel at home and well looked after, just like family 
should.

“In the tradition of the PINK LOERIE FESTIVAL, 
we will always endeavour to make our WAY your GAYSIDE INN.”

I’d like to leave you with our adopted 
African philosophy of “UBUNTU” 
MEANING I am because you are

~ KNYSNA WAYSIDE INN 
exists because you visit~
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Cassa Jackson is a London-based singer-songwriter with a soulful edge. Taking inspiration from artists such as 
Julia Michaels and Dua Lipa, she adds a modern pop twist and autobiographical lyrics to provide a unique sound. 
Her songs detail the highs and lows of young love and life as she articulates her experiences in a sassy, headstrong 
and passionate manner, touched with a noticeable hint of sadness and vulnerability.

Cassa first started writing songs at school with her very first song taking her to the final of the Song Academy 
Songwriter of the Year competition, where she was spotted by Jo Garofalo and asked to perform as a guest solo 
artist at Wembley Arena for the ‘Voice in a Million’ charity event in 2017. Shortly after, she was performing the same 
track to a crowd of 40,000 people at the ‘Colour Day Festival’ in Athens. 

After her academic success at school (achieving all A*s in her GCSEs and 2 A*s and and an A at A-level in French, 
Spanish and English), she went on to study French and Spanish at the University of Bristol, where she is currently 
in her final year, reading French and Spanish. Her aptitude for languages has opened doors across Europe where 
she has worked closely with the Parisian duo sensation ‘Klymvx’, recording at the Studio Grande Armée in Paris.

Cassa has also worked with a number of producers including Jessica Sharman  (instrumental in Ward Thomas), 
Richard Beadle (Musical Director of London’s ‘Hamilton’ the musical), Arno Spires and Christian Ballard (Alesha 
Dixon and Alex Hepburn) who have helped solidify her unique style.

The theme of her debut single ‘Suits U’ fights back at the idea of being toyed with, used and only wanted when it 
is convenient for the other person. Her track ‘Wild West’ demonstrates Cassa's intellect to write meaningful lyrics 
with catchy, moving and meaningful music on the issue of social media and the idea of how lonely and unhappy it 
can make us.

Cassa is now signed to Marshall Arts booking agency (Pink, Elton John, Paul McCartney) and in 2019 she supported 
Jocelyn Brown three nights running at the Camden Jazz Cafe and 'The Jacksons' on their 50th anniversary tour 
in Spain. Cassa was set to play multiple festivals around the world including places like South Africa and Spain in 
2020 before the pandemic. 

@cassajackson @cassajackson @cassajackson

Proudy brought to you by Marshall Arts
www.marshall-arts.com
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Luxury Guest House situated in 
Tamboerskloof with outdoor 
swimming pool, spa, 
breakfast and lounge area.

Surrounded by lush gardens 
and mountain views, Kaap 
Mooi offers guest a relaxing 
home away from home with 
personalized hosting and dedi-
cated staff seeing to guests' 
every need.

The guest house offers individual en-suite rooms as well as the option to combine rooms 
into a 3 bedroom cottage with private lounge that leads onto the communal pool area.

+27 82 438 0571 | gm@kaapmooi.com
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MEDIA SERVICES

ENTERTAINEMENT
FLIGHTS
TRAVEL

TRANSPORT
VIP CONCIERGE SERVICES

FILMS THAT MATTER
WE DO COMMERCIALS & 

SHORT FILMS THAT MATTER
IT’S BEAUTIFULLY SIMPLE IDEA. 

WE ATTEMPT TO MAKE 
A POSITIVE IMPACT.

VIEW OUR RECENT 
SHORT FILM 
CLICK HERE

+27 82 438 0571  |  chris@freezeflame.co.za
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George Rex Drive, Knysna,
044 384 0493

ORDER NOW

Nestled in the trees on the way to the famous
Knysna Heads, Blend has a country feeling, serving a
variety of delicious food, excellent wines and above
all a great vibe. We are child and pet friendly.

All are welcome.
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Olde’s Pub & Restaurant has been delivering fun times to 
Knysna locals and tourists since 1998. Situated in Grey Street, 
between the Main Road and the Knysna Waterfront. It’s a 
popular venue for happy drinking and tummy satisfying meals

The amazing culinary skills, personality and passion for this 
industry created what you can experience today.

Considering Gibbo’s credentials, it’s hard to believe otherwise

- (P.S.T) Passed Standard 10

- (F.V.) Failed Varsity

- (N.S.F.) Now Selling Food

After discovering that feeding armies in the limited confines 
of the bar was not the easiest way to go about it the Gnomes 
decided that the next big banquet would be held outside.

This led to the discovery and development of the Olde’s 
Awesome Spit Braai!!

Because this is normally such an amazing undertaking, the 
outcome of this enormous event would often come down to 
how well you negotiated with the Main Gnome (Or the Missus 
who actually KNOWS what’s going on!!)

They went on their merry way making sure all their customers 
had a great time at Olde’s for many years to come.

BUT trouble was brewing, there has been words and warnings 
from the fairies that a ferocious Red Dragon is wandering the 
Knysna Forest??

Sadly, all good Fables need to come to an end… and ALAS 
The Red Dragon picked up the Gnomes and carried them far 

and yonder… leaving the Yung un’s alone to tend the patrons.

So, it was their turn to grab the bark by the horns and start a 
new chapter

Introducing Priscilla & Dayne

Under the direction and guidance of these 2nd & 3rd 
Generations, the two new Gnomes amassed a great variety 
of culinary perfections and liquors from all over the Kingdom.

They learnt from the best after all.

Patrons entering the establishment were gob-smacked at the 
sight of drinks and beverages from far and wide as well as 
food that far exceeded their expectations of this joyous venue.

From Weddings, Baby Showers, Christmas staff parties, etc 
……...there is no occasion too ambitious for us.

Producing the best Spare-Ribs in all the lands, Burgers to 
leave you utterly satisfied and pairings to quench any thirst, 
patrons found themselves returning time and time again.

 

14 Grey Street, Knysna 6570   Tel:  (044)  3826514  /  0768623695 
Email:  admin@oldes.co.za 

 
 
 

 

Olde’s Pub & Restaurant has been delivering fun times to Knysna locals and tourists since 1998.  
Situated in Grey street, between the Main road and the Knysna Waterfront.  It’s a popular venue for 
happy drinking and tummy satisfying meals.  

 

It started with our two friendly Gnomes, Patricia Harris and Gibbon Taylor 24 years ago, so the story 
says……….!! 

 

 

It started with our two friendly Gnomes,  
Patricia Harris & Gibbon Taylor 24 years ago, so the story says.
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Humble, community-focused, and fiercely authentic: These 
are words that spring to mind when chatting to Shanon 
Kannigan, the current reigning Mr Gay WorldTM South Africa.

Receiving the title in early 2022, we recently sat down with 
Shanon to discuss what he is planning to do during his reign, 
and what the future has in store after he hands the sash to 
the winner of this year’s competition.

“I was the fattest contestant!”

Entering the competition on a whim after seeing the URL 
advertised on social media, Shanon acknowledges that he 
is not the run-of-the-mill pageant hopeful. “I was the fattest 
contestant,” he says with a giggle.

“Growing up, I never even used to swim without wearing 
a t-shirt, and here I was surrounded by these guys with 
beautiful bodies. When the time came for the swimwear 
walk, I thought, ‘what the hell’, took my t-shirt off, and walked 
on stage.

It was liberating to embrace who I truly am and share that 
with the world. In future competitions, it would be amazing to 
see more people like me up on stage.”

The competition is about more than just the title, and Shanon 
is looking to leverage his experience at MRGWSA to bring 
upliftment to his community of Actonville, Benoni. “It is a very 
underprivileged area. People here struggle: there is a lot of 
unemployment and there is a problem with drug use too.

I want to do something to bring some hope and happiness to 
the area.” True to his goal, he recently organized the Mr and 
Miss Actonville pageant. 

Contestants were not charged an entry fee, and the event 
was free for the community to attend. “We had age groups 
from 6 years of age,” he said, “and we had a great judging 
panel of celebrities. The event was amazing, and we even 
had a trans man place first for the main event which was 
amazing!”

“You don’t need a title to make a difference.”

When asked what he plans to do once he hands the 
MRGWSA reins to the next winner, Shanon won’t be taking 
any time off. “Winning the competition has changed my life 
and opened so many doors for me.” He plans to complete 
a qualification in fashion and is working to make the Mr and 
Miss Actonville pageant an annual event. “You don’t need a 
crown or a title to make a difference, and that is what I want 
to do for my community.” 

Get to know Shanon Kannigan

How old are you, and where are you from?

I’m from Actonville in Benoni, on Johannesburg’s East Rand. 
I’m currently 27 years old.

What do you do 
for a living?

I qualified through 
a learnership and was 
working in the banking 
sector, but right now I’m a 
PA in the telecommunications 
industry.

What is your greatest achievement so 
far?

I beat cancer! I was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, but I have been in 
remission for 4 years.

If you could only give one item as a gift from today 
forward, what would it be, and why?

My gran gave me a pocket bible and told me to always 
carry it with me. I believe that it has saved my life on more 
than one occasion. I respect all religions and beliefs, but 
if I had to give someone a truly meaningful gift, that’s what 
I’d give them because it might help them as much as it has 
helped me.

What advice would you give anyone who may be hiding their 
authentic self?

I am a big girl and I love being a big girl. I won MRGWSA 
even though I was the biggest contestant. God doesn’t make 
mistakes, and you were born for a reason so, whatever you 
do in your life, make sure that you are happy. Embrace who 
you are because it’s a gift.

“I want to bring hope 
and upliftment to my 
community.”

Shanon Kannigan - Mr Gay WorldTM South Africa
Article Written by Megan D’Arcy

“Humble, community-
focused, and fiercely 
authentic”
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Juan Lerm-Hoffman, who co-founded both the Pink Loerie 
Mardi Gras and the Mr Gay South Africa pageant, is 
being remembered as a pioneer in South Africa’s LGBTQ 
community.

Lerm-Hoffman passed away on Tuesday in Pretoria at the 
age of 59 after a battle with cancer. He touched thousands of 
people as one of the creators of the long-running Pink Loerie 
Festival.

The event, which first took place in May 2001, was 
groundbreaking for South Africa in the way that the organisers 
worked closely with the town of Knysna to put on the annual 
LGBTQ arts and culture festival.

The event often caused great controversy, with conservative 
religious residents and community leaders attacking the 
town for supporting the festival. They called for a boycott of 
sponsors and at one point created a petition demanding that 
the town council and mayor hold a referendum to let citizens 
decide whether or not to allow the event in Knysna.

Lerm-Hoffman, who grew up in the Eastern Cape, ran the Pink 
Loerie for a decade before handing it over to new organisers 
in 2009. In a farewell message at the time, he wrote:

“The Pink Loerie Mardi Gras was born to benefit the town of 
Knysna, to create a platform for the entire LGBTI community 
to celebrate their culture and all the diversities within and 
to raise money for various charities and last but not least to 
use the Mardi Gras as a ‘tool’ to educate the masses on the 
gay community and gay culture, on the difficulties within this 
culture and to promote tolerance and understanding.”

A Tribute to Juan Lerm-Hoffman
Speaking of the event’s anti-LGBTQ critics, he commented: 
“These extremists have hurt not only themselves but the entire 
Christian community in general. It was very difficult, but we 
had to rise above it and carry on and live our constitutional 
rights.”

Lerm-Hoffman was also a co-founder of the first registered 
Mr Gay South Africa pageant and worked closely with others 
to help bring Mr Gay World to South Africa in 2012. Mr Gay 
South Africa has since evolved into the current Mr Gay World 
South Africa contest.

Attorney Coenie Kukkuk, who partnered with Lerm-Hoffman 
in the Mr Gay South Africa competition, said he learned of the 
news of his passing with great sadness. “He was much loved 
by all who had dealings with him throughout his colourful 
life,” said Kukkuk.

“We were kindred spirits, we always had the best laughs 
through trials and tribulations. It was through Juan’s 
determination and push that South Africa crowned its first 
Mr Gay World, Charl Van Den Berg (also passed), and he 
set out with us to bring Mr Gay World to South Africa for the 
first time.”

The current organiser of the Pink Loerie Mardi Gras and Arts 
Festival, John-Louis O’Neil said that Lerm-Hoffman “made 
a deep impact on the LGBTQ+ community throughout his 
entire lifetime.”

He told MambaOnline: “Juan always referred to himself as 
‘Moeder’ [Mother], in reference to all the times he played a 
mother hen to LGBTQ+ people in need. He will be sorely 
missed by all of those whose lives he impacted.”

O’Neil added: “Mother has left the building. Pink feather boa 
around the neck and clenching her white pearl necklace.”

Lerm-Hoffman is survived by his mother and three sisters.
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PINK LOERIE™ MARDI GRAS AND 
ARTS FESTIVAL – THE HISTORY

The Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras and Arts Festival is a story that begins with the idyllic coastal town of Knysna. Knysna (a local 
Khoikhoi word that legend has it, means ‘ferns’), lies 1200km south of Johannesburg and east of Port Elizabeth. Once, one of 
the best-kept secrets in South Africa, the now much-loved town of Knysna is on the Garden Route and is surrounded by lush 
indigenous South African rainforests spilling out into a crystalline estuary; fed by the Knysna River. For the past twenty years, at 
the end of April and the first week of May, Knysna has also become home to one of the freshest and most exciting LGBTQIA+ 
celebrations around the world – the Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras and Arts Festival.

Initially, it was started by local businessmen to entice tourists to the town during the traditionally slow month of May, and 
reinvigorate the local economy. It was run by Juan Lerm until 2009, and the Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras became an event that 
would not only incorporate the local region’s gay identity expression, but it also celebrated the cultural contributions made by the 
gay community, and in so doing, overcame a prior history of suppression in the area. With an ever increasingly visible LGBTQIA+ 
community, Knysna’s Pink Loerie™ has systematically become one of the most written about must-see annual celebrations within 
the international LGBTQIA+ community.

During the early days of the event’s creation, the organisers had first envisioned to have the event rollout as a parade, similar to 
the famous Pride events celebrating diversity found around the world. The next evolution of the concept was to host a parade 
as well as a party, akin to that of the Sydney Mardi Gras. While acknowledging that the region needed an event that provided 
a celebratory and creative outlet for its local LGBTQIA+ community, the organisers agreed that whatever was created should 
go a step beyond that of the traditional, better known Pride parades. It should be a celebration, a carnival – and a carnival 
with a purpose too. This allowed the event to incorporate all residents and visitors in the town, regardless of their sexuality, and 
celebrate the rich diversity of people from the Greater Municipality of Eden area as well, which incorporates Knysna and nearby 
George. It became an event that truly embraced the ideals of equality and freedom, whilst essentially remaining a celebration 
of gay culture and queer freedom, it was to serve as a platform where LGBTQIA+ cultural and political issues could be debated 
and addressed, in an informal and relaxed setting. Issues such as sexual education, HIV/Aids and acceptance from all sides of 
the community were often primary themes of discussion and celebration. After some initial discussions with the local government 
and a whopper of a fundraiser (that proved just how much support they had from all areas of the community) they were ready 
to begin …

And so, in 2001, the very first Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras was launched, and to say it was a huge success is an understatement. It 
was the birth of a new, culturally aware and uniquely South African version of the European Pride, and to date, the Pink Loerie™ 
Mardi Gras provides a wider range of events, exhibitions and gatherings to focus on creative and political endeavors within the 
South African and international Queer communities, including Performing art shows, dance parties, art exhibitions and charity 
drives that provoke thought and debate as well as good old-fashioned fun! And, for the more outdoor oriented, there have been 
excursions to local tourist attractions such as Monkeyland, Birds of Eden, as well as lagoon rides on the cruise boats on offer.

At its heart, the Pink Loerie™ is a festival and a celebration; so, dancing, fun and music also played an enormous part of the 
event, with daily shows being held at various locations throughout the town and club nights. This beautiful tradition of celebration, 
Pride and creative expression in a gorgeous setting has continued to glitter and thrive for over eighteen years.

The grand finale of the Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras, the Parade and after-party, is held on the final weekend of the celebrations. The 
festival attracts floats, performers and DJ’s from all over the world and local businesses also get into to the spirit, competing for 
the best Pink Loerie™ window display.

This festival is the event where Knysna comes into its own, with the locals showing the full extent of hospitality, diversity and 
fanfare and festive spirit that is the backbone of the event, and the reason that people keep coming back every year.

The Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras & Arts Festival is, therefore, a time of celebration, but a celebration with a purpose.
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“Wedding paints Knysna sky pink” 

Weekend Argus / 30 April 2016
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The Purpose of the 
Pink Loerie  Foundation

The main purpose of Pink Loerie™ Foundation is to assist and promote the greater Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex and 
Allies (LGBTQIA+) community in supporting causes and charitable events, providing education, visibility, and awareness programmes to boost 
tourism, and creating an ethos of care within the community and beyond. It also raises awareness of the long-term, damaging effects of multiple 
discrimination, violence and hate crimes, including corrective rape. 

The Foundation leverages sport, workshops, campaigns, pageantry, theatre, creativity, recreation, music, design, multimedia, and other forms of 
artistic expression, and relies on sponsorship and donation income from the public and corporate sectors to achieve its objectives.

These activities create spaces to celebrate LGBTQIA+ visibility, eliminate stigma and promote pride-consciousness as a philosophy for living 
and wellbeing. To be an innovative and effective agent of social and economic change, Pink Loerie™ Foundation focuses on improving lives and 
creating opportunities in the communities it serves. 

A notable accomplishment of the Pink Loerie™ and The Pink Loerie™ Foundation, has been the charity drive for places like the nursing homes, 
animal welfare, and others. During the 2017 Knysna fires, the Pink Loerie™ Foundation and the Pink Loerie™ Mardi Gras and Arts Festival actively 
raised funds and procured much-needed relief items for families in distress. These were distributed via various acknowledged and well-managed 
distribution points in Knysna and Sedgefield. The Pink Loerie™ Foundation received the Community Outreach Award during the Annual 92.2 FM 
Eastwave Radio Nelson Mandela International Day Community Leadership Awards for its contribution and efforts during the 2017 Knysna fires 
in the greater Knysna area.

The Pink Loerie Foundation supports numerous other charities in the Eden area. Local businesses are invited to contribute to the community 
fundraising event to assist these non-profit organisations in recovering from the additional pressures created by COVID-19.

All proceeds from the auction will be donated to identified charities. The Foundation has partnered with Gay World Foundation and Mr Gay World 
South Africa 2021 to bolster these efforts.

www.pinkloeriefoundation.com
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A delicious Blonde Ale infused with

 real Strawberries

PINK 

LOERIE

FestivalFestival
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La Tierra is a proudly South Aidan Agave spirit brand founded 
by Amber Martens and Aidan Kraak, which will be available 
soon across South Africa. Agave spirit is similar to that of 
Tequila but due to Mexican regulations it can only be called 
Tequila if it is made in specific regions of Mexico. We hope 
to change the mindset of our customers from “Tequila” to 
“Agave Spirit”, just like South Africa has been able to do with 
“Champagne” to our top quality “Method Cap Classic”. We 
believe there is so much opportunity for this craft spirit as the 
main ingredient needed to produce the spirit is growing right 
here in the Karoo. La Tierra meaning ‘’The land” highlights 
the vast area covering the Karoo desert in South Africa. 
Described by the Khoisan as “the land of thirst” grows a 
magical succulent known as Agave. We follow the traditional 
Mezcal production process of Mexico with a proudly South 
African touch to provide Mzansi with a top-quality Agave spirit. 

We took the opportunity to explore the idea we have had for 
a long time to start our own spirit brand. We believe there is 
an Agave revolution happening around the world but due to 
international prices the average South African has to dive 
really deep into their products in order to be a part of it. The 
international brands available are not affordable, and the ones 
that are, gives us a huge headache the next day.

We have made it our mission to develop a unique and proudly 
South African brand that is for everyone, not just Tequila 
drinkers. Through our spiritual journey together we have been 
on a search for purpose .To find purpose in life and where we 
belong. We believe we found it. 

To mix our love for Tequila with our proudly South African 
culture. We want to create a product of the earth that everyone 
can enjoy and be proud of. We want to be more than just an 
alcohol brand, we want to collaborate with other proudly SA 
brands and create opportunities and awareness with what our 
county is capable of achieving.

Being a Cancerian and a Taurus, you can get a pretty good idea 
of our personalities. We have unconditional love for people, 
animals and cultures and a burning passion for business. We 
both try to make people feel loved and happy. We want to 
give that experience to as many people we can through our 
product.  Tequila is a fun, social and upbeat spirit.

We want La Tierra to be a spirit for everyone. We are not looking 
to be pretentious or take ourselves overly seriously, we want to 
have fun with it and hope that our customers see our brand this 
way too. We want to be able to provide a fun, high quality spirit 
that represents who we are and what we believe in. We are fun, 
quirky, humble individuals who were lucky enough to find each 
other and to have the opportunity to leave a legacy behind 
that we can be proud of. We both come from the hospitality 
industry and have developed a love for beautiful destinations, 
diverse cultures and great tasting food and spirits. We always 
loved Tequila, a lot more than most people would. It was the 
full experience the spirit gave us, not just the taste. We always 
felt that was important. That will be our legacy- to create an 
experience that everyone can enjoy, with a proudly South 
African touch on a beautiful Mexican tradition. 

LA TIERRA
F R O M  M E X I C O  T O  M Z A N S IF R O M  M E X I C O  T O  M Z A N S I
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Meg&Creative 
Bridging the content gap between tech & creativity

WARNING: CONTENT CREATION can drive you CRAZY!
• Are you struggling to promote your complex 
 product or service?
• Is your content filled with jargon and often     
 misunderstood?
• Do your social media posts fail to attract your ideal    
 audience?
• Are you overwhelmed, trying to find the time to write    
 your own content?
• Is it difficult for you to share your story in an interesting   
 way?
• Are you afraid to put your own writing “out there”?
• Is your content not impactful enough?
• Is creative thinking a struggle for you?

How I can help:
Creating clear and focused content for you.

Trained to easily grasp, condense, and clarify your complex/technical information.
Articulating complex topics easily and powerfully.

Find the correct words to ensure your content has impact.
Content crafted for - and directed at - your target audience.

Make your product/service visible to the people who need it.
Ensuring that your message resonates with your ideal audience.

Maintain your distinctive voice, while sharing your story authentically.
Crafting content that is fun to engage with.

Create interesting and compelling stories that your ideal client relates to.
Supporting you as a freelance Creative and Content partner.

Save you time and the stress of finding a multi-skilled professional to assist with these functions. 

Book a free discovery call here calendly.com/megandcreative
Let’s talk about how we can  simplify, clarify and energise your content.

megandcreative@gmail.com  +27 76 5822 840
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081  3285195 | info@legacyhouse.co.za | www.legacyhouse.co.za

Legacy House

Legacy House was born from our strong 
passion for education, and our equal 
passion for the lovely town of Plettenberg 
Bay. We are a small cottage school, 
opening for high school, on Longships 
in 2022. We will offer IEB curriculum, in 
small, intimate classes, where one on one 
attention is guaranteed. 

Our aim at Legacy House is to nurture 
students’ talents, to spark their curiosity, 
to develop their skills, and to let their 
imagination run riot.  That is because 
education is about so much more than 
just examination results – this is at the 
foundation of our holistic approach.

A rounded education is the best 
preparation we can provide for students, 
because we know that producing 
students with a string of A* grades but 
no experiences or interpersonal skills 

is doing them a disservice.  We believe 
strongly that a holistic approach to 
education will give students the skills of 
independence to manage their life and 
studies at university, the communication 
tools necessary to play an active and 
confident role in society, and the resilience 
to make their way in our increasingly 
competitive world.  

At Legacy House, we care about students. 
We believe that teachers are here to love 
and guide students and watch them 
blossom. Youth is not a race. Intelligence 
should not be measured by standardized 
tests and rigid traditional boundaries. 
We strongly believe that each and every 
child deserves a voice, attention and 
understanding as to who they are and 
where they are going;  and commit to 
providing that for each child in Legacy 

House, without fail.

While following the IEB curriculum, we 
will focus more on HOW children learn 
rather than what is learned. This will 
help later in life when those students are 
adults, as it creates lifelong students who 
will always continue to learn. This will 
ensure that they meet emerging needs, 
interests and goals of the future. We want 
to cultivate generations who love to learn. 
Real world implementation is key.

We are excited to be able to open our 
hearts and our doors to the wonderful 
community that is Plett, and look forward 
to meeting prospective parents and 
sharing our ideas and experience with 
them.

Please look out for our Open Hour 
evening, where we will present our 
school, and you can meet the team and 
ask questions. 

“When I think back to 
my time at the DSJ, I 
recall that I fondly went 
to you, Mrs Thomas. 
You gave us students a 
space that went beyond 
the syllabus - in the 
sense that we often had 
discussions of current 
affairs, in so doing I 
was confronted with dif-
ferent views and opin-
ions. You opened up my 
world view.”

Tayla Sheldrake
MSC Graduate - Ex Student
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Enjoy Responsibly. Not for Sale to Persons Under the Age of 18. Enjoy Responsibly. Not for Sale to Persons Under the Age of 18.

World-Class Gins
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World-Class Gins
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Excellent weather, a wide choice of activities that appeal to kids of 
all ages and great accommodation options make Knysna the perfect 
family getaway.

Taking a boat trip on a pirate ship, go whale or dolphin watching or 
take a sunset cruise

Beach time – the area boasts some fabulous beaches with loads 
of activities like swimming, exploring rock pools and mud flats, surf 
lessons, snorkelling at the rock pools at Gericke’s point in Sedgefield 
or Coney Glen at the Heads

Experiencing life on the water & stay on a houseboat

Taking a forest walk, swimming in the river pools & waterfalls, having 
a picnic and admiring some giant trees

Paddling, fishing and playing at one of the venues on the Goukamma 
River

Visiting the markets in the area

Visiting the Mosaic Octopus garden in Sedgefield

Hopping on the model engine train (every second Sunday) in 
Rheenendal

Taking a tour with our local tourist guides

TOP THINGS TO 
DO AS A FAMILY

Uber, the wonderfully 

convenient taxi service, 

is now available in 

Knysna! Simply 

download the app on 

your phone and book 

your ride. Your friendly 

driver Melinda 

Potgieter is on call daily 

from 7.30 am until 

midnight.  Melinda is 

dedicated to providing 

a world class service for 

her customers and has resigned from her full-time job to keep up with demand 

and provide the experience her 

customers need. She’s hoping to add 

two more vehicles to her fleet soon. 

For any special transfers, including 

airport transfers contact Melinda on 

071 144 7928.  

Uber, the wonderfully convenient taxi service, 
is now available in Knysna! 

Simply download the app on your phone and 
book your ride. Your friendly driver Melinda 
Potgieter is on call daily from 7:30am until 
midnight.

Melinda is dedicated to providing a world- 
class service for her customers and has 
resigned from fer full-time job to keep up 
with demand and provide the experience her 
customers need.

She’s hoping to add two more vehicles to her 
fleet soon.

For any transfers, including airport transfers.

Melinda 071 144 7928



49

WHY 
KNYSNA

Situated inside the un-gated borders of 
the Garden Route National Park

Centrally located to explore the Garden 
Route

A wide selection of unforgettable 
experiences to choose from

Countless accommodation options 
available to suit every pocket and need

The area is a haven for wellbeing and 
offers wide open spaces, peace and 
tranquillity

Planning an event, meeting away from 
the office, an incentive trip, conference 
or exhibition? 

Choose from world class golf courses 
and health spas to forest hikes, 
paragliding, cycling, beaches to stroll, 
swim or surf, paddling, bird watching – 
the options are endless.

what’s in a name
Indigenous clans have called this hamlet and the surrounding areas home for thousands of years - long before a tribe of nomadic 
!Kai Ikorana settled here and named it after their chief, !Nyisna - or the Europeans arrived and christened it Knysna.
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My journey to winning the coveted Mr Gay 
World title was a long roller-coaster ride. 
Nobody told me the road would be easy, 
but I was up for the ride in the name of my 
dreams. 
I grew up in a traditional Filipino family that is very conservative, and which always upheld our catholic values; to love and respect 
everybody. Growing up I knew I was different from my childhood playmates and my classmates at school. I have always enjoyed 
playing toys that are for girls and that’s why my younger sister and I would always share toys. We used to play games pretending 
we are in a salon, and I was the hair stylist to do her hair. I will never forget that one time we were playing that salon scene where 
I was trying to style her hair and while I was rolling the brush, it got stuck accidentally and tangled her long black hair. We were 
panicking and we did not know what to do so as little kids, we cried and our mother who was busy doing the laundry at that time 
came to the rescue and had no choice but to cut my sister’s hair. We were so scared that our mother was going to scold us, and 
yes, she did, and my sister and I both ended our day with red eyes for crying all day and thinking about the five inches of hair 
my sister had lost. 

There were many times back in the day when I would see my mother teary eyed every time someone commented on me being 
different from other boys at school; soft and weak. I have never heard my mother talking back to retaliate. She would always 
pretend she never heard anything, but I knew how heart-breaking it was always for her when I looked her in the eyes. The 
unsaid pain of my mother was my motivation to do very good at school so I can clinch awards and recognition to make it up 
for the shaming I knew she was going through. I made sure that I was always on top of my class every year, became active 
at extracurricular activities, and be known to be one of the best students until I finished school. Both of our pain had humbly 
transformed me into a strong human being and enabled me to reach her dreams for me; to grow up loving and respectful despite 
no matter how cruel the world could be. 

It’s just now that I am a grown up that I have come to realise how lucky I am to have the kind of shelter that my parents created 
for my sister and I. Despite all my challenges and peculiarity from other children, I never recall a single moment where they have 
held it against me being a gay kid or felt ashamed of having me as their child. They have always been so proud of me and never 
appealed to change my ways to fit in. They taught me that staying true to myself will be my greatest power when I grow up and 
that this will take me to soar high above the clouds and reach for the stars. And yes, they are absolutely right! Had they not taught 
me to LOVE my true authentic self-growing up and had they failed to RESPECT my truth, I would have not become the Mr Gay 
World that I have always dreamed of. 

Truly, it is my authenticity that brought me up the clouds and turn my dreams into reality. 

This is how vital parents play in the lives of children who are gay, queer, or in between. Their presence and support can either 
make or break the journey of a child who could potentially be the next big thing in the future. I am so thankful that my family 
is family because my fate would have probably changed otherwise. Everybody deserves love and respect, so we all live with 
dignity and pride. 

I hope that all parents in the world would learn to love their children unconditionally and enable their kids to be who they dream 
of when they grow up. 

My beautiful story with my parents is what I brought with me when I finally competed at the Mr Gay World 2020. It was something 
I wanted to share with the world that hopefully inspired other people and helped them understand that inclusivity started at our 
home through love and respect. 

My reign as Mr Gay World Philippines 2020 was the longest in history with almost two years and I was the last winner that 
competed in a physical pageant in 2020 prior to the pandemic. After I won, I had so many plans that I wanted to do during my 
reign, but everything had to be held when the unforeseen pandemic had started. It was an unimaginable nightmare turned into 
reality that nobody in the world was prepared for. It shut down the world for a moment and so was I. 

It felt like everything I worked hard for was put to waste because nobody knows how long we should hide in our homes and live 
in fear. 

I had major anxiety and went through the darkest times in my physical and mental health. 

So here I am bravely sharing my full story of transformation for the first time. I intend to create awareness on how detrimental 
#BodyShaming affects people’s mental and general well-being and encourage everyone to end it. Let us spread #BodyPositivity 
and learn to love ourselves while we have a chance. 

Courtesy of GayPages
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WHY USE
BOOST OXYGEN?

HERE ARE 10 REASONS
Boost Oxygen is 95% pure oxygen (5% ambient air) that comes in light weight, 
easy-to-use canisters. 

Boost Oxygen is used as a supplement to enhance sports performance and 
recovery, remedy hangovers and fatigue as well as promote a heightened 
sense of personal health and well-being.

2. Prevents Muscle soreness &
     Relieves Cramps
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082 543 7492
stefans@atlantismotors.co.za
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Work or play we have your 
accommodation needs 
across Southern Africa 
covered!

Mozambique
Namibia

Botswana

South Africa

Courtyard Hotel
City Lodge Hotel

Town Lodge
Road Lodge

 

www.clhg.com
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Explore MORE with City Lodge Hotel Group!
Hotels in prime locations at affordable prices – time to take that trip!

City Lodge Hotel Maputo reflects its coastal location with an 
acquatic colour palette in design and décor and delicious 
seafood dishes on the menu.

Head up to The Highline gourmet lounge on the ninth floor of 
Courtyard Hotel Waterfall City and enjoy the view, the sunset 
and the tasty tapas.

We have all been cooped up for too long. Now is the time to 
plan that trip for business or leisure, meet clients face to face 
or catch up with friends, celebrate that special occasion at 
an exciting destination or take the family on a bush, beach or 
city holiday.

At City Lodge Hotel Group, we have 56 hotels across South 
Africa to choose from and in Southern Africa we have hotels 
in Windhoek, Namibia; Gaborone, Botswana; and Maputo, 
Mozambique. We have four brands, each with distinctive 
offerings and price points to suit all budgets and travel needs:

- Courtyard Hotels (4-star) are designed to impress

- City Lodge Hotels (3-star) brings comfort in the little things

- Town Lodges (2-star) know that a little extra can mean a lot

- Road Lodges (1-star) are basically brilliant

To whet your appetite, here is a sample of what is on offer at 
two of our newest hotels:

Courtyard Hotel Waterfall City

Take the 25-minute drive from Johannesburg or Pretoria with a 
view to wine, dine and treat yourself to a spa treatment at our 
flagship four-star Courtyard Hotel Waterfall City. This striking 
hotel with 164 rooms and four suites is located directly across 
the road from the iconic Mall of Africa.

Enjoy a full breakfast, lunch and dinner in The Protea 
restaurant. Take an elevator ride to the ninth floor and enjoy 
tasty tapas lunch and dinner in The Highline gourmet lounge. 
Book that special event, private dinner or high tea experience 
in the elegant, intimate Club Lounge.

Three event areas – Skyrocket, Sugarbush, Mountain-Rose – 
cater for conferencing and banqueting for up to 40 people 
each or open up into a large and striking space for up to 
120 people (dependent on Covid-19 regulations). The hotel 

also features the Pincushion boardroom, co-working spaces, 
fitness room and sparkling outdoor swimming pool and pool 
deck.

City Lodge Hotel Maputo, Mozambique

This 148-room hotel (including one suite and five rooms for 
those with physical disabilities) reflects its coastal location, 
with the latest design and décor in an aquatic colour palette. 
It is 6.5km from the airport and close to the Costa do Sol 
beach, city centre, private hospital, university and academic 
institutions, business node, and entertainment, shopping and 
cultural hubs.

Spacious, smart and comfortable rooms include en suite 
bathrooms with maxi showers (selected rooms have baths), 
queen or twin beds, air-conditioning, television with selected 
DStv channels, tea and coffee making facilities, large electronic 
safe, fridge, USB ports on either side of the bed, and a work 
desk with lighting and plug points.

Four boardrooms have a flexible design: Beira and Xai-Xai 
cater for six people each, boardroom style, and Pemba and 
Tofo cater for 20 people each, cinema style, or up to 40 people 
when combined (dependant on Covid-19 regulations).

The #Cafe restaurant serves a full breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
incorporating enticing local flavours – the seafood dishes on 
the menu are a popular draw card. Relax in the sundowner 
bar, take a dip in the sparkling swimming pool or work out in 
the fitness room.

Hallmarks of a City Lodge Hotel Group stay include friendly 
staff, complimentary WiFi, free parking, 24-hour reception and 
security, comfy beds, delicious dining options, and the highest 
standards of cleanliness and hygiene across our properties. 
Check out our latest specials and book at

www.clhg.com.
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Centrally situated, close to the waterfront, this trendy, upmarket salon offers a clean, relaxing 
atmosphere. Staffed by a dedicated professionally trained team all highly qualifyed and experienced.

Services:  (offered to men and women of all ages)

Free consultations, Cutting, Blow-drying, Extensions, Coloring, Highlighting, Botox and other 
Treatments, Straightening, Brazilian Blowouts, Wedding party up styles. 

We also offer the services of a nail technician.

Although always maintaining our expertise, we pride ourselves that we are known as the friendly, 
relaxed salon that believes it is the clients and not we that are important.

Without ‘stylist egos and moods” we welcome you to our family.

9 Gray Street, Knysna | 044 382 1919
nineongray@aol.com | www.nineongray.co.za

WHERE HAIRSYLING COMES ALIVE TO BRIGHTEN 
YOUR DAY THIS IS OUR GOAL AT NINE ON GRAY
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Who lived in the Knysna forests before 
colonial exploitation of the timber began 
in the late 1700s?

Plentiful evidence exists for the 
presence of humans in the Knysna area 
going back to the Earlier Stone Age (see 
- ‘An Earlier Stone Age site exposed by 
fire reveals evidence that people have 
lived in Knysna for well over 300,000 
years’ - ‘Knysna’s [90,000 year old] 
fossil hominin footprints’ - and - ‘Middle 
Stone Age archaeology in Knysna’), but 
the question of whether anyone lived 
permanently in the Knysna forests, 
and systematically harvested their 
resources, isn’t easily answered.

Local experts such as Professor 
Emeritus at UNISA, Michael de Jongh, 
author of ‘A Forgotten First People: The 
Southern Cape Hessequa’(amongst 
others), and conservationists like the 
Garden Route National Park’s GIS and 
planning scientist, Johan Baard, point 
out that the forest environment is neither 
a pleasant place for people to live in, 
nor conducive to the needs of either 
the hunter-gatherers or the herders who 
populated the region before the arrival 
of the colonists. 

Besides the fact that the forests are cold, 
damp, and dark, they are also relatively 
scarce in the edible resources necessary 
to sustain human communities and (in 
the case of herders) domestic animals.

This is not to say that humans didn’t 
utilise the forests in any way: indeed, 
there’s considerable evidence - 
including ancient rock art - for a human 
presence in the world of the trees. But, 
given the nature of that evidence, it 
seems that humans tended to pass 
through the forests on their way to or 
from the interior, or to enter them from 
time to time when they needed to, rather 
than dwelling in them indefinitely. 

Caves, shelters, and middens in the 
Lakes Area of the Southern Cape

To understand the story of early human 
presence in the Knysna Forests, this 
article will look at the nature, contents, 
age, and physical positions of some of 
the caves, shelters, and middens that 
have been explored in the Lakes Area 
of the Southern Cape (Wilderness/

S e d g e f i e l d / K n y s n a / P l e t t e n b e r g 
Bay), and also in the neighbouring 
Tsitsikamma Forests.

Rock art - of the kind found in our area - is 
directly related to the medicine or trance 
dance of Bushmen hunter-gatherers.

Trance dance is “the central religious 
rite” in which practitioners “harness 
supernatural potency to enter the spirit 
world. In the spirit world they believed 
that they performed various important 
tasks. These included healing the sick, 
controlling the weather, visiting far-off 
places and controlling the movements 
of game. A number of common dance 
postures are frequently depicted in 
the paintings: bending forward at 
the waist (sometimes supported by 
dancing sticks), having the arms held 
out backwards, bleeding from the nose 
and the related hand-to-nose posture. 
In addition, certain items specifically 
associated with the dance are often 
painted, most commonly dance rattles 
and fly-whisks. These images all clearly 
relate the paintings to the trance dance. 
Much of the imagery goes beyond 
the dance itself, and depicts the 
experiences and actions of shamans 
in the spirit world.” - Rock Art Research 
Institute

According to information supplied by the 
Garden Route National Park (SANParks 
2017), rock art has been found in 
shelters in the forests at Bergplaas 
near Wilderness (along the ridge that 
separates the Touw River from the Diep 
River), in the Goudveld-Gouna area near 
Knysna (in caves usually about 5 metres 
above the level of the Knysna River), 
and - in the fynbos in the Tsitsikamma 
Mountains - at Whitcher’s Cave, north of 
Storms River Village.

These shelters are all situated within 
relatively short (up to 2km) distances 
from walkable access routes running 
from the coast inland to the Langkloof 
valley north of the Outeniqua Mountains. 

Such routes would probably have 
followed long-established animal paths 
- particularly elephant paths - through 
the Knysna forests. 

Interestingly, Prof. de Jongh associates 
these routes with the Outeniqua people 

- the ‘People of the Honey’ - after whom 
the Garden Route was once named, 
‘Outeniqualand.’

Outeniqua women were known for 
carrying honey on their backs over great 
distances. According to the botanist 
Carl Peter Thunberg, they accessed the 
hives using ropes made from the bark 
of a vine he called Anthyllis (most likely 
gonna - Passerina spp.). They had “the 
art of making ropes, by means of which 
they ascend trees, as by a ladder, when 
they want to get honey out of them. 
For this purpose, they first tie a noose 
round the trunk, in which they put one 
foot, then they fasten another noose 
higher up, and when mounted in that 
untie the former, and so on.” (Thunberg 
1793/1986) 

Most of the paintings or pictographs 
found in local shelters are consistent 
with the ‘fine-line’ style of human-like 
and animal figures painted with sticks 
or brushes associated with hunter-
gatherers (Bushmen), rather than with 
the finger-painting style associated with 
herders (Khoekhoen) - who entered 
the Southern Cape later than the 
Bushmen, and whose work is generally 
characterised by repetitive marks or 
‘entoptic phenomena’ (described by 
the researcher David Lewis-Williams as 
“visual patterns such as dots, zagging 
lines… grid patterns” -Wikipedia). 

Although herders arrived in the Garden 
Route around 2,000 years ago - which 
could have created potential conflict 
with hunter-gatherers who were already 
present in the region - the absence of 
entoptic phenomena in local rock art 
may or may not be significant. It may 
simply be that we haven’t found any, 
since painted rock art on the Indian 
Ocean side of the Outeniqua Mountains 
is generally poorly preserved as a result 
of the higher humidity and rainfall in this 
area than in the Langkloof and the semi-
arid Klein Karoo to the north, where far 
greater numbers of paintings are known 
to exist. 

In a talk to the van Plettenberg Historical 
Society entitled ‘New ideas about old 
caves,’ (15 May 2011) Prof. Judith 
Sealy, Research Chair in Archaeology 
and Paleoenvironmental Studies and 

Pre-colonial people of the Knysna forests
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director of the Stable Light Isotope Lab 
in the Department of Archaeology at 
University of Cape Town, described how 
two well-known shelters in Plettenberg 
Bay provide glimpses into the different 
life-styles of separate groups of hunter-
gatherers who lived in the area in the 
period 4,500 to 2,000 years ago. 

“We ... know, from the bone chemistry of 
human skeletons found at Matjes River 
and on the Robberg Peninsula [both 
of which revealed ritual burials], that 
between 4,500 and 2,000 years ago, 
different groups of people with different 
ways of life lived on either side of the 
Keurbooms-Bitou estuary.” 

The people who inhabited the 
Matjes River Rock Shelter, east of 
Keurboomstrand, ate a mixed diet 
largely made up of plant foods and meat 
from terrestrial animals, while those who 
lived in the Guanogat Cave near The 
Gap on the Robberg Peninsula - 18 km 
along the beach to the west - specialised 
in marine foods such as fish, seals, and 
seabirds. 

This is intriguing since both shelters 
are found close to the beach - but the 
Matjes River Shelter is situated within a 
few hundred metres of evergreen Afro-
montane forest (Knysna forest), while 
the Robberg Peninsula is vegetated by 
fynbos (Cape macchia).

The midden in the Guanogat Cave, “is 
packed full of shells, fish bone, estuarine 
grass (Zostera sp.) brought into the site 
for use as mattresses and cushions, 

as well as rarer finds such as mammal 
bone, stone artefacts, bone and ostrich 
egg-shell beads and other items...

“We also found stone artefacts, and 
items fashioned from bone, shell and 
even ivory.” 

Prof. Sealy noted that there is much less 
evidence for occupation of caves on 
Robberg after 2,000 years ago. 

“In fact, all along the southern and 
western coastlines of South Africa, 
people harvested marine foods much 
less intensively after 2000 years ago. 
This was just part of the disruption of 
old ways of life as the first domesticated 
sheep and cattle were brought into South 
Africa, and people turned from hunting 
and gathering to sheep- and later cattle-
herding. Robberg is clearly not an ideal 
environment for these activities, and 
early herders would have gravitated 
towards grassier environments.”

The intriguing FitzSimons expeditions

F.W. FitzSimons, Director of the Port 
Elizabeth Museum from 1906 to 1936, 
believed (in his words) that he had 
explored “all the known rock dwellings 
from Coldstream to Groot River” on 
various expeditions to the Lottering 
Forest/Harrison Forest/Witteklip Forest 
area east of the Bloukrans River and 
west of the Storms River.

His finds included a shelter that he 
described in articles published in the 
Illustrated London News in 1921, and 
in a scientific journal in 1923, as ‘The 

Tzitzikamma Cave.’ 

Material recovered from this shelter 
included at least 23 human skeletons, 
but FitzSimons failed to properly record 
the position of the cave, which made it 
difficult for later students to study these 
remains in context. Various investigators 
have tried to pinpoint its position - 
including G.A. Robinson, a senior 
member of the staff of the Tsitsikamma 
Section of the Garden Route National 
Park (Robinson 1977).

Significantly for the present discussion, 
“Shellfish appeared not to have been the 
sole diets of the inhabitants of the cave. 
Although, as in other coastal sites such 
as Matjes River and Oakhurst, there was 
a preponderance of shells, the midden 
also consisted of a number of animal 
bones, which lent support to the theory 
that the inhabitants of the cave were in 
the habit of hunting in the surrounding 
forests.” (Schauder 1963)

Schauder reports, too, that “During the 
course of his investigations of this cave, 
FitzSimons made a number of valuable 
observations concerning Strandlooper 
burials. The doubled-up position with 
knees drawn up to the chest has since 
become well known as typical of this 
area.

“However, in the same cave he came 
across a type of burial which may have 
been unique in this region. A complete 
skeleton reposed in a tomb lined with 
flat stones. The tomb also contained a 
variety of artefacts.” 



68

The age of the burials is not given in 
any of the references cited here, but 
FitzSimons sent the remains of five of 
the older skeletons to Raymond Dart, 
an anthropologist and anatomist in 
the Department of Anatomy at the 
University of the Witwatersrand. 

Dart later wrote in that, “they afford 
definite evidence that they belong to 
the same race as was found in the 
Transvaal in 1913.” He was referring to 
‘Boskop Man’ - a series of finds once 
thought of as belonging to a separate 
species, but now considered to be 
members of our own species, Homo 
sapiens, dating from the Middle Stone 
Age.

In all, FitzSimons investigated nine 
shelters in the region: one inland 
(Whitcher’s Cave - see below) and 
eight close to the coast, including 
the important Lottering River Mouth 
Cave, whose midden “spreads down 
the hillside, covered by forest growth. 
The deposit consists of bone, chipped 
pebbles and sea-shells such as black 
mussel, sand mussel, limpet (patella) 
periwinkle, alikreukel, turbo and 
whelk… It is recorded that thirteen 
skeletons and a considerable number 
of implements were found during the 
excavation.” (Turner 1970)

Whitcher’s Cave

The investigation of Whitcher’s Cave is 
considered the most significant of all 
FitzSimons’ expeditions. 

Named for a Mr. Whitcher, who founded 
the nearby village of Coldstream, and 
who brought the cave to FitzSimons’ 
attention, this large shelter - 15 metres 
wide, 30 m deep, about 10 m high - is 

situated about 19 km from the coast on 
a tributary of the Elandsbos River, and 
at an elevation of about 600 metres 
in the fynbos-covered Tsitsikamma 
Mountains.

Whitcher’s Cave contained a “compact 
layer of midden 10 ft [3.4 m] thick at the 
mouth and sloping towards the back 
where it averaged 8 ft [2.4 m] deep. 
The midden consisted of wood ash, 
sea shells, bones, pottery, and many 
waste flakes.” FitzSimons recorded 
that, “there was an overspill stretching 
50 yds [46 m] down the mountainside. 
More than 50 skeletons were found 
here.” (Turner, 1970) 

Whitcher’s Cave also houses a 
number of rock art paintings - see 
accompanying gallery images, 
published courtesy of SANParks.

Noetzie midden

This open-air midden at the base of a 
forested hillside near the western end 
of Knysna’s Noetzie Beach, and lying 
at a height of between five and eight 
metres above sea level, was excavated 
by the Archaeology Contracts Office of 
the University of Cape Town in 2006-
2007. It contained two human burials, 
one of which was dated to about 2,500 
years ago. “A woman approximately 40 
years old. She was buried on her side 
in the fully flexed position typical of San 
burials, with her head pointed to the 
south. A rock had been placed above 
her head and ochre staining on the skull 
and surrounding material suggests 
application of the red pigment at the 
time of burial. The grave was a small pit 
of about 600 mm by 900 mm and only 
some 400 mm deep.” (Orton 2007)

The site, which was first used 
somewhere between 3,500 and 
4,000 years ago, also revealed 
cultural material such as stone tools, 
grindstones, fragments of pottery, 
ostrich eggshell and other beads, 
fragments of ochre, and at least one 
large hearth made of stones brought 
onto the site from elsewhere. 

174 of the ostrich shell beads were 
found in the burial place. 

The Noetzie site revealed that the 
people who lived here ate fish, 
seafood, seals, and “bovids of various 
sizes.”  (The bovids, or cloven-hoofed 
ruminants, include buck such as 
those that occur in the Garden Route: 
bushbuck, grey rhebok, grysbok, etc.)

The Noetzie midden provided “a rare 
opportunity to obtain Later Stone 
Age material from an open context 
on the south coast,” which allows for 
comparison with material found in the 
many caves of the area. The number 
of similarities leads to the possible 
conclusion that open air sites may have 
been more than just shell processing 
sites, but rather places of longer-term 
occupation and activity. 

The Knysna Scapula: one of a kind

Knysna scapula, image courtesy Hugo 
Leggatt

An unusual artefact now resting in the 
British Museum, the Knysna scapula is 
a bone decorated with four animal-like 
paintings: “From the left, the first could 
well be a seal, the second a bird and 
the fourth perhaps a fish, but clearly 
there could be other interpretations.” 
(Leggatt 2010)
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The piece was found in a cave on the 
Eastern Head by the road engineer, 
Thomas Bain, who built the Seven 
Passes Road between George and 
Knysna over a fifteen year period 
beginning 1867.

Bain believed the bone was a lion’s, 
but it clearly wasn’t: experts would later 
agree that it’s the shoulder blade of a 
seal. However, it is “the only painting 
on bone so far found in South Africa 
(Willcox 1963, Sealy 2006).” (Leggatt 
2010)

Connecting the past to the present: 
plant communities at archaeological 
sites

“The distribution of plants in the 
landscape has been a major 
determinant of where archaeological 
sites occur.” (Deacon 1993, quoted in 
van Wijk 2017). 

We’ve seen that people passed through 
the forests only lightly in the pre-
colonial period, and that the humidity 
on the ocean-side of the Outeniqua 
and Tsitsikamma Mountains speeds up 
the rate of decay of rock art in this area 
- both of which make finding evidence 
of human occupation more challenging 
in the forested Southern Cape than in 
other, drier areas of the country.

However, new developments in the 
field of archaeobotany may help future 
researchers find old sites, since we 
now know that habitable shelters are 
often found in association with specific 
groups of plants used in the medicinal 
practices of the people who lived in 
those places. 

Traditionally, archaeobotany (or 
palaeoethnobotany) focussed 

on “the study of preserved plant 
evidence from archaeological 
sites and the reconstruction and 
interpretation of past human-plant 
relationships” (Encyclopaedia of 
Global Archaeology), but for her recent 
doctoral thesis, ‘Plants, People, and 
Place: Co-evolving Global Patterns 
Through Time,’ Dr. Yvette van Wijk 
studied and analysed the living plants 
growing at Middle and Later Stone 
Age sites: “the suite of distinctive plant 
taxa which persist in small patches of 
vegetation, often forming dense ‘green 
walls,’ growing in close association 
with archaeological habitation and 
presence sites in the southern Cape.” 
(van Wijk 2017)

But Dr. van Wijk’s study went further: 
she also looked at how the same plants 
are used in the medicinal practices 
of “self-identifying modern Khoi-San 
descendants in the southern Cape.”

In seeking to establish links between 
people, plants, and place; by 
investigating “the processes which 
could have resulted in the vegetation 
pattern found at so many archaeological 
sites in the Southern Cape;” by looking 
at how the interactions between 
people, plants, and place resulted 
in the persistence of “distinct plant 
communities over 1000’s of years;” 
and by examining the possibility that 
humans were, “agents in the origin 
of these vegetation communities so 
closely associated with sites in the past 
and today,” Dr. van Wijk concluded 
that, “close synergistic and mutualistic 
links between important places, plants, 
and people, have shaped our natural 
environment going back into deep 
time.” 

She thus believes that her research, 
“can illuminate ways to deal with our 
present exploitative and destructive 
lifeways.”

Conclusion: Land of Smoke and Fire

“In many places I observed the land to 
have been set on fire for the purpose of 
clearing it... Divers plains here, produce 
a very high sort of grass, which being 
of too coarse a nature, and unfit food 
for cattle, is not consumed, and thus 
prevents fresh verdure from shooting 
up; not to mention that it harbours a 
great number of serpents and beasts 
of prey. Such a piece of land as this, 
therefore, is set on fire, to the end that 
new grass may spring up from the 
roots.” (Thunberg 1793)

Evidence of human activity in the 
Knysna forest and neighbouring 
fynbos - including stone tools, ancient 
paintings on the walls off rock shelters, 
and the veld fires reported by so many 
early European explorers from the 17th 
Century onwards - reveals that the 
forested area between George in the 
west and the Tsitsikamma in the east 
has been an important cradle of human 
culture since before our species, Homo 
sapiens, existed. 

The forests reveal their secrets only 
slowly, though, and exciting research 
currently underway in fields as diverse 
(but as interconnected) as archaeology, 
botany, ethnobotany, and many more, 
is bound to teach us even more about 
the human condition, and about our 
response to things like, for example, 
climate change and our relationship to 
the land. 
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So, you fired your PR agency, but were 
you ever on the same page?

The PR industry has fought to overcome its fair share of general negative perceptions. We've been dubbed the "bums and 
balloons" in business and spin doctors.

Recently, I had to defended the discipline as a sceptic told me very confidently that PR is dying.

This individual worked with different PR agencies who all came highly recommended; they all talked the textbook talk but couldn’t 
deliver on his business objectives. He'd lost faith in PR and its ability to provide any return on investment. He believed that PR 
could function in isolation and that editorial can and should drive sales.

In another situation, the expectation from a prospect client was for the PR team to raise the brand's profile by guaranteeing one 
editorial piece would be published or broadcast weekly for the three months. The previous PR agency was fired for not delivering 
on this.

Furthermore, a Forbes Communications Council contributor published an article sharing how he’d appointed and worked with 
many PR agencies over the previous 15 years but fired all within a year. He explained that even though some of them were the 
best in the industry and were all doing their best, he blamed the typical PR model, saying it was either broken or in need of 
change.

Having worked in the PR industry for two decades, I’ve witnessed the evolution of PR, and believe it to be the smartest, most 
strategic tool a business can leverage to grow brand equity and generate meaningful results, especially when both the client and 
agency understand each other and the desired outcomes.

Many clients don’t fully understand PR and associate it solely with media, press releases and events, or have unrealistic 
expectations, thinking that securing editorial is guaranteed, even when there's little to no newsworthiness. 

Editorial coverage and even sporadic bursts of publicity are not going to drive sales, nor is it going to do anything other than 
increase awareness and, through consistency and frequency, help build a positive brand reputation. The media landscape has 
noticeably changed globally, as has the PR discipline.

To be effective, PR agencies need to focus on measuring what matters most. When these smart objectives are factored into 
developing the communication objectives and are aligned to addressing core business challenges, then PR can be effective and 
formidable means to achieve results through a combination of earned, owned and paid media. Consequently, the PR agency can 
add value as strategic thinkers rather than being seen simply as implementation machines.

Additionally, PR is more fruitful when trust is built between the client and the agency through strong partnerships. PR cannot work 
in isolation – not in terms of client access nor concerning other marketing channels. When an agency works closely with a client 
as an extension of the internal management and marketing team, they can immerse themselves in the business to understand 
it more quickly, identify proactive opportunities more easily, adapt to the client's company culture, and address any potential 
crises before they happen.

So, I challenge the sentiment that PR is dying or ineffective because it is outdated, as the responsibility lies with the agency and 
the client. Those who have adapted and are 'allowed into the client's inner circle, so-to-speak, can deliver remarkable results. 

PR has never been more important. In an era of fake news, brand distrust, increasing pressure on brands to demonstrate 
shared values and the need to exhibit positive and authentic social impact, who better than a professional PR agency partner to 
strategically and creatively help overcome challenges and realise the brand ambitions.



72

P I E R R E @ C H E Z P I E R R E . C O . Z A  
+ 2 7  ( 0 )  8 2  6 5 9  2 1 9 0
c h e z p i e r r e . c o . z a

T H E  U L T I M A T E

G U E S T H O U S E  O N

L E I S U R E  I L S E  

As it’s namesake suggests, Pierre, owner of Chez
Pierre is Belgian born. He was suppose to only
spend one year in South Africa before returning
home but now, 30 years later he is still in beautiful
South Africa. Together with his wife Lynn, they run
the gorgeous Chez Pierre guesthouse on Leisure
Ilse in Knysna, along the beautiful garden route. 

If you are looking for a home away from home with
French and South Africa charm, choose Chez Pierre
when on this side of our beautiful country. There is a
pool, bicycles to explore the island, fun, sand and
sea, plus a whole lot of options for day trips. 

Look forward to beautiful decor, tranquility and of
course, Belgium waffles! 
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RatED THE SAFEST 
CAR IN AFRICA.

Safest for you. Safest for your family.

Highest Adult Safety Rating

Highest Child Safety Rating

Make the safer choice with the XUV300, the refreshed 
XUV300 boasts with safety features previously unseen on 
compact SUV such as:
• 7 air bags • front parking sensors • ISOFIX child seat 
mounts • seatbelt reminders on all seats • front fog lamps  
• Disc brakes on all 4 wheels 

Visit your nearest Mahindra Dealership for a test drive today

mahindra.co.za/cars/xuv300/

Mahindra. Always Up For A Challenge.
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Three self catering apartments to choose from, the next
time you visit Pretoria East.Peaceful tranquil garden
settings with private entrances. No shared spaces. 

 Located in 24HR security Village. 

Retro in the
Metro

 We can make our guests feel at home and
appreciated. By sharing our house, we have gained

so much in the way of connecting, and creating
lasting bonds with guests, who have become

friends and stay with us   repeatedly. We derive
much joy from sharing our space with people who

are away from their loved ones and homes.  We can
make a difference to them, while they are staying
with us.   This is priceless and unique to Airbnb.  

 When we considered opening our home to guests
we attended Karen Fraser's Advanced Hosting

Program which gave us all the tools we needed to
become super successful hosts. 

We do not think we can change the
world but.......

Book this Airbnb here https://airbnb.com/h/retro-in-the-metro
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Explore artisan shops and eateries
Discover the hidden gem of Knysna

28 Main Road

Open 7 days
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The Computer Shop Knysna has been open and serving 
the community since 2016, with us moving into our own new 
premises in Waterfront Drive in September 2021. A local 
shop, staff and support means we are on hand to assist 
when needed, without sitting on the phone to call centers 
for hours at a time or waiting days for a callout. We are also 
very involved in the community with many local NPO’s and 
event organizers receiving support from us.

The Computer Shop has been running since 1998, with TCS 
Wi-Fi being created in 2014, to assist our loyal customers 
who were struggling with slow and unreliable internet. TCS is 
an IT service provider focusing on internet, communications, 
consulting, and support of Information Technology and the 
core infrastructures surrounding it. We have all the tools, 
skills, and consulting experience to provide a complete 
service offering to your IT environment.

At The Computer Shop we believe that everyone deserves 
access to high speed, reliable internet and that a network 
should be personally constructed to promote ease of use 
and maximize quality of life! 

As such, our services were born from a desire to satisfy 
our customers, and the entire system is designed from 
a remarkable user experience back to us. Over 24 years 
we have grown consistently and now have local shops in 
8 towns along the Eastern Cape, Garden Route, Overberg 
and Cape Winelands.

TCS Wi-Fi offers solid uncapped, unshaped, unthrottled 
connections with no fair or acceptable usage policies and 
we pride ourselves on extremely high levels of support 
and service. Our support line is available from 5am until 
midnight ensuring we can assist with hiccups when they 
occur keeping any downtime to an absolute minimum.

Whether you’re a home user or large business, TCS Wi-Fi 
has a connectivity solution for you. We offer connections of 
various types, be it Wireless, Fibre to the Home, Fibre to the 
Business, Failovers, LTE or ADSL. We offer various standard 
packages or can tailor make one to suit your unique needs. 

TCS Wi-Fi loves connecting small towns, and as a holiday 
homeowner in Knysna and surrounding towns, we give 
you the ability to turn your connection on and off in 7-day 
increments saving you money when the house is not in use. 
In addition, you’re are also able to change your package on 
the fly, just in case you need a little extra speed when the 
whole family comes to stay. With TCS Wi-Fi you can have the 
beautiful view and the best internet connection too!

In addition to our connectivity solutions, we are also able 
to install and supply various add-on services such as VoIP, 
CCTV, IOT, Security Systems as well as setup of custom 
internal network devices at your premises. 

For more information, a consultation, or to arrange a site 
inspection, please contact the branch via phone 044 050 
1235 or email info@tcsknysna.co.za / knysna@tcswifi.co.za, 
our FABULOUS and friendly and knowledgeable team will 
be more than happy to assist you. 
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meninternationalsouthafrica

info@meninternational.co.za

meninternational.co.za
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The man behind 
Men International
ABOUT US
MEN INTERNATIONAL SOUTH AFRICA builds 
a strong professional network with clients in 
various industries. Networking with local and 
international male pageants, photographers, 
competitions and event organizers we 
create opportunities for South African 
male models to compete Internationally. 
 
INSPIRATION
Following the South African male modeling 
pageants we discovered a lack of support for 
male models to compete overseas, missing 
out on exciting fashion and fitness modeling 
opportunities. This is where we come in. We 
do our best to assist in helping new up and 
coming male model talent to reach their full 
potential.

Director at Men International South Africa

National Director at Manhunt South Africa

National Director at Mister Global South Africa

Photographer at Rudi du Toit Photography

Studied at DPC | Digital Photography Courses

Lives in Pretoria, South Africa
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*TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLYMahindra. Always up for a challenge. www.mahindra.co.za

Special addition

A world to explore... 
adventure awaits 
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FEELING AT HOME WHEN
YOU'RE NOT AT HOME

w r i t t e n  b y  H a n n e l i e  R i x

Opening my Airbnb apartment in

February 2019 was one of the best

decisions I have ever made.

There are no more boundaries in

the world.  Africa has become our

sister, countries in Europe our

cousins.  America and Asia our

distant relatives.

Inviting guests into our personal

living spaces offer endless

opportunities.  We create face-to-

face learning experiences within

the comfort of our homes.

There is such a clear connection

between host and guest.  Sharing a

space offers tremendous security. 

 Where to go and what to see in my

environment are more personal

than the average brochure.

Time spent in conversation with

guests has enriched my life.

I feel humbled when a guest writes,

"This was the perfect home away

from home.  Hannelie was the

perfect host and went out of her

way to make our stay even more

enjoyable.  The accommodation

was superb"  or  "if I could give 10

stars I would, five stars is just not

enough."

I have made a friend in the tourism

industry.  She is an agent for a

shipping line.  Her daughter is a

great swimmer and she would say,

"don't give your apartment to

anyone else during competitions. 

 Run it by us first."  Now, in my eyes

this says a lot.

BOOK THIS AIRBNB

30 Years in the airline industry offered me the skills to continue my
lifelong focus on exceptional customer service because each of my guests

deserves nothing less.  SMART Airbnbs has added additional value by
teaching me the details of hosting.

 
h t t p s : / / a i r b n b . c o m / h / h o

m e - l u x u r y - s t a y - i n -
o u d t s h o o r n
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KEEP CALM
AND USE A 

PROFESSIONAL
{DESIGNER}

+27 72 680 1369 
natasha@designerartgraphics.com
www.designerartgraphics.com
@designerartgraphics
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Belvedere

“Sheltered, tranquil and 
serene, where history 

meets beauty - this 
is Belvidere. Its tree-

filled lanes are awash 
with flowers and the 
simple whitewashed 

architecture reflects 
that of the original 
farmhouse built in 

1849. Kids ride their 
bikes and residents 

walk with their dogs, 
greeting neighbours 

as they go. It’s a lovely 
community!”

Sue Mills, Belvidere 
Manor

Sweeping views of the water and mountains beyond, 
peaceful surroundings and a history to write home about 
makes Belvidere an interesting haven on the edge of 
the Knysna lagoon. It is a treasure trove for history buffs 
with its roots firmly established in two of Knysna’s historic 
families, the Rex’s and the Duthies.

In 1834 the farm named Belvidere was purchased by 
Thomas Henry Duthie from his father-in-law, George Rex, 
known as the “squire and proprietor of Knysna” who had 
acquired the land in 1830.

Duthie had married Rex’s daughter Caroline in 1833 and 
they settled on the farm and built the iconic Belvidere 
Manor. The land remained in the Duthie family until the 
land was sold in 1985 to be developed. Belvidere House 
is a proclaimed National Monument and the centre of the 
Estate which has become an established and popular 
suburb of Knysna.

Belvidere is a great destination for many water sport 
activities. They are mindful of their “neighbours” in the 
Knysna lagoon, and there are certain areas around the 
Belvidere lagoon location which are restricted to non 
motorized water activity.

One corner of Belvidere bay is a restricted area as it was 
identified as a breeding location for the famed Knysna sea 
horse.

Belvidere is a great destination for many water sport 
activities. They are mindful of their “neighbours” in the 
Knysna lagoon, and there are certain areas around the 
Belvidere lagoon location which are restricted to non 
motorized water activity. One corner of Belvidere bay is a 
restricted area as it was identified as a breeding location 
for the famed Knysna sea horse.
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Derrick Coetzer, resident & photographer.

don’t miss

Going for a walk on the beach

Visiting the Brenton Blue Butterfly 
Reserve

Hiking the Fisherman’s walk (or 
a section of it) Watch the sunset 
over the bay A visit to Brenton-on-Lake 
– situated on the Knysna lagoon. Turn 
left half way up the hill towards Brenton-
on-Sea and follow the road down 
towards the estuary. A haven for water 
sport enthusiasts, whether it is fishing, 
skiing, leisure boat roads, paddling or 
swimming.

things to do

go for a walk on the beach

Brenton-on-Sea has a 5km stretch 
of uninterrupted beach, which links 
directly to the popular swimming and 
surfing beach of Buffalo Bay.

visiting the brenton blue butterflies

Brenton was put on the conservation 
map due to its most delicate and 
endangered resident, the Brenton Blue 
Butterfly. A large tract of land in the area 
was proclaimed in 2003 as a Brenton 
Blue Butterfly Reserve, to preserve 
the natural habitat of the last known 
breeding colonies of this endemic 
butterfly.

watch the waves as they dance around 

Brenton-on-Sea

Perched high up overlooking the 
crescent curve of Buffalo Bay, Brenton-
on-Sea boasts exquisite views and 
a seemingly never ending beach. 
Whether you feel like sunbathing, 
swimming, hiking or just staring out 
across the big blue – a visit to Brenton 
is a must.

Just 12km west of Knysna this quaint 
seaside village is a popular holiday 
destination and during the summer 
months its shoreline is humming with 
sun- and surf-seeking revellers. It is 
named after Sir Jahleel Brenton, the 
esteemed officer of the British Royal 
Navy who declared Knysna a harbour 
in 1818.

“The views of the bay, the 
long stretch of white sandy 
beach and listening to the 
thunderous roar of crashing 
waves on Castle Rock ...”

castle rock

Other than the beach area, the rest of 
its coastline is strewn with sandstone 
rocks, occasionally punctuated by 
small secluded beaches. The most 
prominent natural sandstone feature 
is Castle Rock, a favourite subject for 
local photographers at sunset.

hiking the fisherman’s walk

If you really want to tap into the true 
essence of Brenton, then we suggest 
you do Fisherman’s Walk, or part 
thereof. This gorgeous hiking trail briefly 
skirts the cliffs before descending to the 
shoreline. From these elevated vantage 
points you can often see dolphins 
swimming in the surf (bottlenose 
dolphins and the Indian Ocean 
humpback dolphin love this bay). 
During winter, you will be the privileged 
spectator of one of the greatest marine 
mammal migrations on earth – that 
of the southern right and humpback 
whales.

The upper reaches of the trail are easy 
to navigate and a series of 18 benches 
have been strategically placed along 
the top portion of the trail for those who 
wish to sit and take in the incredible 
coastal vistas. The trail then leads down 
a set of 255 stairs and it is here where 
it gets a bit more challenging. There are 
some rather precarious sections which 
include boulder hopping and ledge 
walking, so not for the faint hearted.
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Brenton Haven is located high on a dune at Brenton-on-Sea main beach, just a few steps down and you will have your 
toes in the sand. Brenton Haven offers beautifully appointed beachfront accommodation as Beach Homes or Luxury 
Suites. There are 26  Free Standing Self-catering Beach Homes in 1, 2 or 3 Bedroom designs. Inside the main building 
there are 9 Luxury Suites  (semi self-catering) in 1 or 2 bedroom designs. All units have full or partial sea views. All 
Bedrooms are en-suite with open plan living areas and a braai on the deck. Brenton Haven is a mere 15 minutes  drive 
from the favourite town called Knysna and George International Airport is just 60mins away. 

BEACH HOMES
• 1 to 3 Bedroom layout designs
• Main Bedrooms open onto a deck. Double bed, en suite bathroom with shower, toilet and hand basin.
• Open plan lounge, kitchen and dining area leading onto a deck with garden furniture and braai. 
• The kitchen is fully equipped with a microwave, stove, dish-washer, fridge/freezer, crockery and cutlery.
• Bouquet DSTV
• One open parking and a lock-up garage

LUXURY SUITES
• 1 to 2 Bedroom designs
• Main Bedrooms with balcony. Double bed, en suite bathroom with a bath & shower. 
• Open plan lounge, kitchen and dining area. 
• Balcony with garden furniture and braai. Kitchen with 2 plate hob,  fridge/freezer, crockery and cutlery. 
• Bouquet DSTV
• Aircon
• Undercover parking

FACILITIES AND SERVICES
• Pool with deck
• Butterfly Blu Restaurant
• Indigo Deli and Coffee Shop
• Brenton Active Gym
• Wifi available in main building
• Cleaning service
• Interleading Rooms
• Disability Units
• Baby Cots available
• Secure Parking
• Self-help laundry

BRENTON ACTIVE GYM
There is sufficient equipment to enable great cardio work-outs with three treadmills, three elliptical trainers, one row 
machine and two exercise bikes.
There are also work-out machines for leg exercises, upper body as well as back.
The free weights area has enough weights and benches to train a wide variety of muscle groups.
 * You need to take note that no person under the age of 16 will be allowed into the gym.

Reservations: +27 (0)44 381 0040 or email reservations@brentonhaven.co.za
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The new western heads 
Goukamma conservancy trails
Local Knysna outdoor enthusiasts are 
talking about the exciting network of 
trails forming part of the Western Heads 
Goukamma Conservancy (WHGC). I 
recently met with Johan Labuschagne, 
who is one of the driving forces behind 
this trail building project. Johan is 
extremely fit and clear minded and 
subsequently seems to resonate on a 
higher frequency than most people. He 
was a biochemist / chemist that worked 
for SASOL for over twenty years. He also 
had a cycling retail business for many 
years and a great love for Mountain 
Bike Stage races. Currently he owns 
the guest house, Paradise Found, and 
a farm on the Western Heads of Knysna 
called “Mooi Uitzicht”.

We met at one of the trail access points 
close to Belvidere Heights. Johan 
enthusiastically explained that the 
WHGC covers the area from the western 
bank of the Knysna Estuary to the 
eastern bank of the Goukamma Estuary. 
It reaches from the beach (high water 
mark) inland to the N2 national highway.

The landowners of the conservancy and 
the communities of Brenton-on-Sea, 
Brenton-on-Lake, Belvidere, Buffels 
Bay, Knysna and Sedgefield play a vital 
role in the conservation efforts here. I 
have hiked and run on some sections 
of these trails and was delighted by 
the beautiful flora, including one of 
the largest remaining patches of the 
critically endangered Knysna Sand 
Fynbos vegetation type. The area is also 
home to several endangered butterflies 
and mammals such as Caracal and 
Honey Badger.

Johan started working on these trails 
in 2019 and he voluntarily spends up 
to four days a week working on them 
with a team. He is one of the key people 
who plans, negotiates and implements 
the interconnective community trails 
initiative. Due to some extremely hard 
work in 2020, the pilot trails have been 
completed, key relationships have been 
established, fire resilience work has 
been undertaken and the large scale 
removal of invasive plants on the routes 
has been accomplished.

Johan is extremely mindful of respectfully 
working with the various landowners 
and speaks highly of Barloworld and 

PG Bison who are currently the two 
largest landowners in the conservancy. 
“They are key to the interconnectivity 
of the trails. We use existing forestry 
road infrastructure wherever possible to 
avoid disturbing habitats,” he explains.

“The long-term goal of this initiative is 
to establish a strong tourism product of 
integrated hiking, running and cycling 
trails that will appeal to the average 
person and that will raise awareness of 
the WHGC fauna and flora conservation. 
We want to educate, nurture and 
foster an appreciation and love for this 
endangered habitat,” says a passionate 
Johan.
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We need to 
be their voice!

SAM (Sedgefield Animal Matters) is a registered NPO 
(Non-Profit Organisation) established in May 2016. The 
organisation is run entirely by volunteers. SAM relies entirely 
on the kind support of the community. The volunteers are 
made up of a group of Sedgefield locals dedicated to 
improving the lives of animals in our community. SAM’s 
main focus is to reduce pet overpopulation with the 
assistance of our local vet’s sterilisation programs.

SAM also vaccinates and deworms animals. They have a 
feeding outreach every Tuesday where they provide small 
packets of food: no vaccination card – no packet of food. 
Also if a pet is not sterilised at 6 months old, no packet of 
food.

This outreach encourages pet owners to bring their sick 
and injured animals to SAM who may provide basic 
treatment or refer to KAWS (Knysna Animal Welfare) for 
further treatment.

By involving and educating the local community, SAM 
is working to raise awareness of homeless, abused and 
abandoned animals, promoting respect and compassion 
for all creatures. There are many situations where SAM 
makes every effort to assist, from lost or abandoned 
dogs running along the freeway, kittens trapped in a 
motor car engine, dogs tied up without food, water or 
shelter, tortoises run over, fledglings that have fallen from 
nests, rehoming and trying to get animals into foster care 
wherever possible. 

This can become overwhelming when there are neither 
the resources nor the funding to resolve every situation. 
SAM’s long term goal is to have their own holding kennels. 
They currently depend heavily on a small number of foster 
families, otherwise they have to take homeless animals 
to the holding kennels at KAWS, which is usually full to 
bursting as the KAWS premises are small and they are 
also working with limited funding and resources.

It is always a considerable challenge to find safe and 
loving homes or fosters for animals that need rehoming, 
especially the senior animals. There are often elderly 
people going into retirement homes that unfortunately do 
not allow any animals.

These animals have been lifelong friends, family and 
companions. SAM and its volunteers try their very best to 
get these fur babies into permanent homes where they will 
remain cared for. On 11 July 2020, SAM was provided the 
opportunity - with the help of the brilliant volunteers and a 
generous overseas sponsor - to open a Charity Shop.

 This has been a lifeline for SAM. With the kind support of 
our wonderful community the SAM Charity Shop gratefully 
accepts donations from clothing to pots, pans, crockery, 
linen and so much more! The community might think they 
are throwing out something useless, but to SAM it is gold!

Our little thrift store has paid many vet bills and saved 
many animals. We thank the generous individuals that 
have supported us thus far and welcome ongoing support 
in the way of cash or material donations.

Adoptions & Fosters
Celia 076 616 1307

Donations
Jenny 082 452 1737

Banking Details:
Sedgefield Animal Matters

Capitec Bank
George Branch 470010

Acc no: 1464448521
Please give your 

name as reference
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Rexford Manor Boutique Hotel

Located in a quiet suburb of Rexford in Knysna, Rexford Manor is a beautifully decorated boutique hotel on the world-renowned Garden 
Route. The five-bedroom establishment is a haven for a tranquil getaway or a romantic weekend, and every room is classically decorated and 
furnished. All rooms are equipped with an en suite bathroom with a bath or shower, a walk-in wardrobe, a fridge, a beverage station, free Wi-Fi 
and satellite television.

Guests are invited to make use of various shared areas, including the sundeck and sparkling blue pool, the dining room and lounges, and the 
library. Settle in on the upstairs balcony with a glass of wine and watch the sunset over the picturesque Knysna Lagoon, or gaze as the historical 
town of Knysna quiets down for the day.

Rexford Manor is a quick eight-minute drive from the bustle of the Waterfront and town center, and its close proximity to Leisure Island and 
The Heads makes it ideally located as a departure point to the surrounding attractions.
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Located in a quiet suburb of Rexford in Knysna, Rexford Manor is a beautifully decorated boutique hotel on the world-renowned Garden 
Route. The five-bedroom establishment is a haven for a tranquil getaway or a romantic weekend, and every room is classically decorated and 
furnished. All rooms are equipped with an en suite bathroom with a bath or shower, a walk-in wardrobe, a fridge, a beverage station, free Wi-Fi 
and satellite television.

Guests are invited to make use of various shared areas, including the sundeck and sparkling blue pool, the dining room and lounges, and the 
library. Settle in on the upstairs balcony with a glass of wine and watch the sunset over the picturesque Knysna Lagoon, or gaze as the historical 
town of Knysna quiets down for the day.

Rexford Manor is a quick eight-minute drive from the bustle of the Waterfront and town center, and its close proximity to Leisure Island and 
The Heads makes it ideally located as a departure point to the surrounding attractions.

+27 (0)44 384 0597 
info@rexfordmanor.co.za 
www.rexfordmanor.co.za 
7 The Commonage Close, Rexford, 
Knysna, Garden Route, 6571

KINGSMAN BEDROOM
The Kingsman Bedroom is a large executive bedroom where your 
privacy is of paramount importance. Choose between two twin beds or 
a king size double bed, and use the peaceful private patio to reflect on 
the day that has passed on the day ahead.

PRINCESS BEDROOM
The Princess Bedroom can be found downstairs for easy access. The 
queen size bed has a view of double doors that open onto a romantic 
private balcony on the edge of the pool. Let your mind rest as you absorb 
the panoramic view of the surrounding area.

KING BEDROOM
The King Bedroom is a refuge of serenity, providing spectacular views of 
knysna and the lagoon. The beds can be configured as a king size double 
bed or two singles, and an additional relaxing day bed is the ideal spot to 
lie back and relax or read, or to simply drop off for a rejuvenating siesta.

QUEENS BEDROOM
The Queen Bedroom is made for your comfort, and features a queen size 
bed, air-conditioning, and decor that seamlessly blends the traditional 
with the modern. Enjoy stunning views of the lagoon as the sky turns 
orange and the day slips into night.

HONEYMOON SUITE
The Honeymoon Suite embodies the peace and privacy that newlyweds, 
or couples who have renewed their vows, seek. This secluded sanctuary 
is a sensory delight with plush carpets underfoot, opulent finishes, air-
conditioning, an open-plan bathroom and the grandeur of a four-poster 
king size bed.
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ABOUT MADI A THAVHA MOUNTAIN LODGE
Madi a Thavha Mountain Lodge offers rural hip fused with luxury, 4-Star accommodation in the Soutpansberg mountain range. 
We offer Art, Culture and Lifestyle tours to the true heartbeat of Limpopo, and feature a top-notch Arts & Culture Centre, CraftArt 
shop and Textile & Design studio at our lodge. Children are welcome, we offer creative activities, cultural programs, cycling, 
hiking and birding for them and their parents.

Madi a Thavha is a Fair Trade certified lodge situated 10km west of Louis Trichardt / Makhado, only 5 hours’ drive away from 
Johannesburg. Its excellent location in the centre of the region makes it a perfect base from which to explore the Soutpansberg 
and Limpopo valley, which forms the northern frontiers of South Africa.

Madi a Thavha is a popular ‘culture-stop-over’ for guests travelling to the Kruger National Park, the world heritage site of 
Mapungubwe, the game lodges of the Tuli block in Botswana, the Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe or for adventurous travelers tackling 
the off-roads to Mozambique.

Our Arts & Culture centre is an enormous asset to the region. Here one can get a vivid summary of the various cultural influences 
that shaped the region to what visitors can see and experience today. Our CraftArt-shop stocks hand-picked local art craft, local 
textiles, jewellery and also the unique products of our Textile & Design studio at the lodge.

+27 83 342 4162
R522, 0920 Louis Trichardt Street

www.madiathavha.com
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A delicious Blonde Ale infused with

 real Strawberries

PINK 

LOERIE

It'sIt's
GenderGender
Fluid!Fluid!

FestivalFestival
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15 Bennett Street De Waterkant Cape Town | +27 21 421 4653
info@goldrestaurant.co.za  |  www.goldrestaurant.co.za

“The 
Standard 
by which 
all other 
African 

restaurants 
are 

judged”
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In the words of one guest, “GOLD 
is absolutely fabulous!” If you’re 
looking for a unique dining 
experience in Cape Town where 
you’ll not only enjoy delicious 
cuisine but also an entertaining 
evening of singing, dancing, and 
drumming, then you need look no 
further than this African restaurant. 

GOLD Restaurant situated in the 
trendy suburb of De Waterkant, 
o�ers an authentic African 
experience. So much more than 
just an African restaurant, a 
night at GOLD is an immersive 
experience that will take you 
on a 14-dish taste-safari paired 
with traditional Mali puppets and 
entertainment. 

Food at GOLD Restaurant

The traditional 14-dish tasting 
menu is designed to be enjoyed in a 
shared style and features di�erent 
cooking techniques and cuisines 
from around the continent. There 
is also a full vegetarian or vegan 
plant-based menu for those with 
specifi c dietary requirements. And 
for anyone looking for something 
totally di�erent, GOLD’s spice 
experience o�ers yet another 
dimension to their traditional 
African fare.

The Spice Experience

This curated, private, one-on-one 
spice experience explores the 
history of spices throughout the 
world, taking you on a storytelling 
adventure through the eyes of 
the restaurant’s African sta�. 
Venture down the spice route from 
Uganda to Burundi, the lakes of 

Tanganyika, and Zanzibar, the spice 
island. Smell, taste, and identify 
spices as you listen to the stories 
of the spice trade and discover a 
di�erent side of Africa through its 
spices and the unique experiences 
of the sta� at GOLD.

African Entertainment

No matter which menu you 
choose, you’ll enjoy an eclectic 
mix of African, dancing, singing, 
and puppetry throughout your 
meal. Start your evening with a 

pre-dinner interactive djembe 
drumming session where you’ll feel 
the real heartbeat of Africa. Then 
be swept up in the excitement 
of archetypal African stories told 
through the live entertainment 
with dinner. 

The African entertainment includes 
praise singing to welcome you, 
Mali puppetry, and dancing to the 
rhythms of the marimba percussion 
and djembe drums. You may even 
feel the need to join the team on 
stage at the end of the evening!

GOLD Restaurant

An immersive african experience in the heart of  cape town
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Health Check

Manage your
wellness now.
Avoid managing
disease later.

www.checkmyhealth.co.za
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A specialised supplier of library requirements,
supplying anything and everything a library needs.

WWW.COVERSEAL.CO.ZA

Coverseal Library Supplies

BOARDS &
PROJECTORS

BOOK
COVERINGS 

FURNITURE &
TROLLIES

LABELLING LABELLING
MACHINES

LAMINATORS

LIBRARY
SUPPLIES

STATIONERY 
& FILING

TAPES &
REPAIRS

WALL CHARTS

If we don’t have it, we will try our best to find it for you!

Call us now for a quote: 011 462-3266
We deliver anywhere in Southern Africa
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Patriarchy places all people at a disadvantage. Humans were 
not designed to fulfil narrow gender roles. Gender-Based 
Violence and Femicide (GBVF) was declared a national crisis 
in South Africa in 2019. Today, in 2022, there are still people 
who don’t believe this problem exists. Hate crimes against 
members of the LGBTQIA+ community are rampant and no 
less than 8 woman die every single day (if you look at the most 
recent crime stats from SAPS) at

the hands of someone who claimed to love them. In South 
Africa, being out, or outed, as LGBTQIA+ can be fatal. 
According to research on Hate Crimes published by OUT in 
2016, 41% of participants knew someone who had been

murdered because of their gender identity or sexual orientation. 
More than half the LGBT people surveyed had experienced 
discrimination at school because of their sexual orientation. 
And a whopping 44% continued to experience such in daily 
life. The National Strategic Plan (NSP) to end GBVF exists to 
bring the whole society together to end GBVF through co-
ordinated action. It defines Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
as the general term used to capture violence that occurs as 
a result of the role expectations associated with the gender 
associated with the sex assigned to a person at birth. GBV 
is has structural drivers such as unequal power relations 
between the genders, and outdated gender roles within the 
context of a heteronormative patriarchal society. It includes 
physical, sexual, verbal, emotional, and psychological abuse 
or threats of such acts or abuse, coercion, and economic or 
educational deprivation, whether occurring in public or private 
life, in peacetime and during armed or other forms of conflict, 

and may cause physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or 
economic harm.

The work of ending GBVF is organised into 6 Pillars dealing 
with: Accountability, coordination & leadership; Prevention 
& rebuilding social cohesion; Justice, safety & protection; 
Response, care, support & healing; Economic power; and 
Research & Information Management. These pillars are 
interrelated and interdependent, making the efforts of the NSP 
GBVF Implementation Collaborative all the more significant, as 
we find ways to continually improve the coordination of various 
efforts. Right now, the 100-Day Challenge model is being 
piloted in seven districts as a way to fast-track localisation 
of the NSP GBVF at municipal level. 100-Day Challenges are 
projects that are carefully designed with enlightened leaders 
in ways that inspire front-line teams to

collaborate and to innovate their way towards hyper-ambitious 
and impact-oriented goals that they (the teams) set! Goals 
directly linked to the outcomes of the NSP GBVF have been 
set in each of these districts. The focus areas are based on 
priorities in each of the seven districts, these include: the 
establishment of rapid response structures, tackling toxic 
masculinity, humanising service delivery within the justice 
system, clearing the backlog of maintenance cases, providing 
adequate psycho-social and legal support to victims of GBV, 
addressing workplace sexual harassment, and improving and 
expanding on integrated data management in child sexual 
and related offenses. Visit https://www.gbvf.org.za to follow 
the 100-Day Challenges, learn more about the NSP GBVF, or 
join us as we #endGBVF.

Working together to end GBVF
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 www.orbvest.com

Invest in medical real 
estate in the USA 
and earn regular, 
offshore income 
with capital growth.

We make it simple.

Find out how | CONTACT US

Keep your
money in
good health.

Thereza Rautenbach
 082 570 6632
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www.orbvest.com

In December 2021, US inflation hit 7% - 
its highest since 1982! Prices are rising 
everywhere. Interest rates are moving 
upwards. Investors are starting to worry how 
this will impact stock markets globally. How 
do you preserve your wealth in a world of 
volatility and uncertainty?

We have the solution
 
Real estate is regarded as an inflation hedge – 
particularly medical commercial real estate in the 
US. Especially if your local currency is projected to 
depreciate over time.

Economic growth may come and go – but injury and 
disease are always with us. Demand for medical care 
never stops. 

ORBVEST SA (PTY) LTD is an authorized Financial Services Provider.

Rise above inflation

When we buy a medical office building on behalf of 
investors, we lock in interest rates on the debt, but 
we can increase rentals on lease renewals in line with 
inflation. The income stream grows in real terms, and 
the building appreciates in value during the investment 
period, delivering capital growth for you.

Join thousands of OrbVest investors around the world 
enjoying regular dividends in US dollars of between 7% 
and 9% per annum cash on cash and a potential IRR at 
the end of the investment period of 10% to 17%.

Medical real estate in the US is a 
resilient, growing sector. We make it 
simple for you to invest in it, so you 
can protect and grow your wealth.

with medical real estate in the US.

Scan to 
Save Contact

THEREZA RAUTENBACH

thereza@orbvest.com

+27 82 570 6632

DISCLAIMER: These figures are forecast based on the best information available at the time of publication. 
Past performance is not indicative of future results.
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A Coloured in Full Flight

Synopsis, a little bit more and 
biography 

A Coloured in Full Flight is the title of a 
three-part series about my childhood 
and life in South Africa. Abused by an 
older cousin at the age of six, I was 
bullied throughout my schooling for 
being different. Raised by illiterate, 
unemployed and poor parents in a 
racially segregated South Africa during 
the apartheid years, I got on with life 
under challenging conditions.

The first book details my life from age 
five to fourteen, when most of the abuse, 
torment or bullying occurred. Isolated 
and ostracised because I walked, talked 
and behaved differently. It was a painful 
childhood, leading to bouts of low self-
esteem, social, personal insecurities 
and dented self-confidence. 

The second book chronicles my life 
from fourteen to twenty-three, covering 

high school and my first stint 
as a nursing student. 

Our racial and 

segregation laws came under fire in 
1985, plunging South Africa into a state 
of emergency, and after six months of 
no schooling, we wrote our final exams 
under army and police guard. Soon 
after, I sat in a nursing college with white 
students, having spent the last 12 years 
being told they were better, superior and 
brighter. I studied and worked in the 
hospital with separate areas for Black 
and White patients and staff. 

My final instalment, the path to self-
acceptance, published in July 2021, 
covers my time in a different town, 
nursing college and trying to cope and 
work as a professional. Having suffered 
alone, I rebelled and used unhealthy 
coping mechanisms, sugar-coating the 
truth to stay sane, refusing to accept 
help or pity. The true extent of my 
emotional and mental scars surfaced 
over the 16 years of writing and editing. 

Before and after publication, I was 
invited to talk about the book and my 
experiences, faced with pertinent 
questions and realised how badly I was 
treated at such a young age. Despite 
my childhood, I managed, and while 

healing is continuous, I lived to tell 
the tale. I write about my 

journey into the gay 
commun i t y 
as a young 

adult in this 
book. Instead 

of being openly 
accepted, I faced 

prejudice within 
a group expected 

to welcome and 
appreciate me for 

being a social minority 
then and now. 

The books are an honest 
record of growing up in a 

different era and would be 
an excellent read for young 

and old who have suffered or 
are being bullied at present. 

My story by Georgie Calverley

Around 1973, I was 5 or 6 when 
an older male cousin started 

isolating me during games. His 
favourite one to play with me was 

hide and seek. His platonic attention 
soon turned sexually inappropriate, 

and I was groomed into the perfect 
playmate. Within three years, I became 
the local toy for boys to chase, wrestle 
down and kiss. Confused about being 

treated like a girl, when I counted myself 
as one of the boys, I was called a sissy. 
From the age of 8 until I finished high 
school, I became a symbolic punching 
bag for bullies in the neighbourhood. 
The harsh words dented my emotional-
social growth while carving deep 
psychological scars. 

Aged 50, I published the first book about 
my life and realised how much pain, 
torment, misery and humiliation I sugar-
coated to stay sane and make it through 
each day. Today, it is hard to process 
the damage, but I am thankful to tell my 
story when others chose to give up the 
fight and let their tormentors win. 

Born in 1967 in Durban, South Africa, 
I had uneducated, illiterate and 
unemployed parents. Poor and raised in 
a shack, we were fed and financed by 
a white racist ruling government at the 
time. It was our lot for being born non-
white. Times were hard, but not knowing 
better, I accepted the wooden shacks 
as home; my mother kept them neat. 

After my cousin, I maintained years of 
being kissed, touched and caressed by 
boys and, later, older men, which was 
not horrible. I would not say I liked most 
of their attention, but I could not escape 
them. Strangely enough, while being 
teased by most kids within earshot of 
adults, not one questioned or stopped 
them. Perhaps thinking kids were simply 
kids, a teasing game. 

We relocated in 1975, hoping for a new 
start, but our new one-roomed wooden 
shack offered no personal space or 
privacy. My parents, two older siblings, 
and I ate, bathed and slept in the same 
room. I was a teenager, sleeping at 
the foot end of a bed, my father next 
to me, and despite our cramped living 
quarters, the bullying and abuse made 
me emotionally distant from my family.

Before the age of eight, my brother 
caught my cousin and me, resulting 
in him practically disowning me. I 
was withdrawn, shy, introverted and 
faced bullies daily. Along streets, in 
parks, during games, at school and 
local shops, in the classroom and on 
the playground. I never fought back 
or cried; I stared down or ahead, their 
voices searing and denting my youthful 
self-esteem, confidence and natural 
enthusiasm to blossom and grow. Not 
allowed to be, feel, think or act like a 
boy, they nurtured my feminine side for 
their purposes. Later, I was taunted for 

a life story in three parts
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acting, thinking or feeling like a girl. In or 
out of school, I faced a confusing battle. 
Being a dirty sissy, I was not meant to 
be good at anything. 

I got excellent grades, but the bullies took 
the shine from my accomplishments, 
cementing the idea that a gay boy could 
and would never be good enough at 
anything. I continued reading, studying 
and running, things I could control these 
things. Another person, bully or group 
drove most of my thoughts, emotions, 
actions, or reactions. My happiness 
depended on the bullies. At home, I was 
David, but Georgie or George in school. 
David was kissed, while Georgie was 
shy and studious, but both were equally 
bullied.

Before graduating from high school in 
1985, someone called me a vulgar name, 
and for the first time, my classmates 
took my side. I could not stop crying 
and sent to the guidance teacher, and 
we addressed my unmistakable sexual 
identity, but nothing else. Our final school 
year was marred by social, political 
and racial unrest, with many friends 
and teachers jailed, killed or injured. It 
was an unsettling time, but I made the 
grade and began my nursing training in 
1986 at Frere Hospital immediately after 
graduation. 

After months of being hounded by white 
soldiers and police officers, my nursing 
school was an extension of racial 
profiling to some degree. For the first 
time, I sat and conversed with a white 
person in a classroom but worked in 
different hospital areas. They went to 
the White side, while I cared for black 
patients on the Black side. Part of our 
existence since 1948, the terms and 
situations were hardly derogatory, 
except the black side was far dirtier, 
noisier and overcrowded. I got on with 
life, granted limited access to any white 
section, institution or recreational area. 

After two years of being good, I 
rebelled. I met friends who drank and 
danced, so I went along for the ride. 
Confident, dramatic, flamboyant and 
melodramatic, I used alcohol to full 
effect. My grades fell, my social life 
peaked, and I discovered being gay 
was not a bad thing. Stepping in and 
out of cars, I flaunted my youth and 
body. It was the eighties, and gays were 
afraid to be seen or caught. Furtive and 
activities deemed shameful were done 
in the dark. Since society labelled us 
dirty, I suppressed my natural urges, 
mentally disassociating myself from the 
young man fumbling in the dark. 

Four years later, I was a shadow of 
the sweet, quiet scholar. No lectures, 
advice, or talks helped, and I lost 
everything in trying to find myself. 

I fought unseen demons, assured 
everyone was against me. For years 
they called me gay, and when trying to 
live and be one, they hated me for it. 
Tired of my antics, the college shunted 
me out in 1990, but I finished my 
nursing diploma in 1994 at Coronation 
Hospital in Johannesburg. 

Unsure of dealing with compliments 
or praise, my professional and social 
life were opposites, like David and 
George. One needed alcohol for 
confidence; the other was a natural 
at making people feel better and 
safe. No one thought I needed help 
because I created and projected the 
image of someone in control. 

In 2001, I moved to the United Kingdom 
and, in 2004, started a diary. I retraced 
my steps from the seventies. Told to 
dig deep, one complied, opening a 
sticky pot of submerged emotions 
and pain. After the first book, I gave 
my first talk and realised what had 
happened to me. Bullying or abuse 
of any kind is never trivial to a victim. 
Asked a personal question, I broke 
down in front of strangers, recalling a 
scared, confused boy, teenager and 
young man. Hugged by someone, she 
said my road to healing had begun. 

Bullies are always in society, 
irrespective of race, status, religion, 
looks, intelligence or lack thereof. Their 
actions dented my future happiness 
on many levels. Called a dirty, ugly 
sissy for years, I believed them for 
most of my life. Sometimes, I still do. 

In 2021, I am a part-time nurse, 
ex-actor, writer, and future public 
speaker, and even as I type the words, 
I only feel confident as a nurse. Bullies 
convinced me into believing I was an 
outsider and nothing to write home 
about. I fought the battle alone, which 
should not have been the case then, 
nor should it happen today. 

Times have changed, social media 
aggravates situations, making kids 
vulnerable and prone to suicide. 
Asked by a reader why I never 
mention suicide in my books, I had no 
immediate answer. Born in a different 
era, everyone around me struggled to 
survive, and giving up was no option 
and an unspoken rule in our homes 
and culture. 

Some reviews

I really loved the book!! Thank you 
for writing it and telling your truth!! 
The memoir is a coming of age story 
about a young, gay mixed-race, 
or “coloured” boy (as they say in 
South Africa in the time period of the 
book). Born into poverty in Durban, 
he explores and develops his own 
sexuality, as well as grit. 

This book allows the reader not only 
to experience what it is like to face 
homophobia, but also what it is like to 
grow up in a large, poor family in South 
Africa. Yet, the author never takes a 
victim attitude, rather he has gleeful 
trysts with neighbourhood boys and 
makes the best of his situation. 

Biography

Born at Addington Hospital in Durban, 
South Africa, on the 29th of September 
1967.

Matriculated in 1985 from John Bissiker 
Senior Secondary School. 

Started nurse training in 1986 at Frere 
Hospital in East London and received an 
Enrolled Nurse certificate in 1990. 

In 1994, I graduated  with a Diploma 
in Nursing Science and Midwifery, 
Community and Psychiatry at Coronation 
Nursing College in Johannesburg. 

After working in private hospitals in 
Johannesburg, I relocated to the United 
Kingdom in 2001 and am currently based 
in Manchester as a full-time agency 
recovery nurse. 

I wrote and self-published A Coloured 
in Full Flight, the boy from the barracks, 
the first part of my life story. The fight to 
be me and The path to self-acceptance 
complete the series. 

Besides the memoir, I wrote and 
executive produced The Golden Rule 
Cape Town, a short film about date rape 
in 2016.

The author broke many rules 
of traditional writing. He relays 
a wild story of survival in a 
dry and matter-of-fact tone. 
His South African vernacular 
struck me as very unique 
and honest. The atypical 
presentation of the memoir 
grew on me. The book opens 
a window into a life that most 
readers will never experience 
themselves. Overall a good 
quarantine read. The story 
made me especially thankful 
for the abundant life I lead, free 
from poverty or oppression.
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get back
to the
table.

THE GARDEN ROUTE'S FIRST AND ONLY
 FRIENDLY LOCAL GAME STORE.

TH23 LONG STREET, THESEN ISLAND, KNYSNA
WWW.FLGS.CO.ZA | INFO@FLGS.CO.ZA | 082 335 9406

WITH BOARD GAMES, JIGSAW
PUZZLES, PAINT BY NUMBERS,
TABLETOP ROLE-PLAYING AND
COLLECTABLE CARD GAMES..
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Hi there, I'm Ettiene 
or known as Ezra...This is my success story
through the pandemic.  I used to work a
normal 9 - 5 web developing job, it was okay
but wasn't me... well BAM!!!! 2020 came and
the world changed for everyone. Never did
I thought that a crisis would ignite my
passion?!
My soul got burned with passion
and I remembered my goal
 has always been to be a
    artist...

      Now, would I say I've become  a
    succesful artist; ABSOLUTELY NOT!
  I'm broke as Hell and I only have a small
   handful of Social Media followers that 
   knows about me. I'm not complaining or
    anything, I'm saying things takes time...
       and hopefully I'll someday be recognized
            for my skills. (Hopefully still alive...
                HeHe!He??) In the end, my success
                  story isn't about success, but
                    that I had the oppurtunity to 
                      do what I love even in the
                             midts of a global
                               catastrophy.

Thanks to Dragonball Super, airing on CN
on the same day we where thrown into
lockdown, I got interested in Anime and it
spiraled!! I literally got inspired by that to
become a character designer.
And so I did. ^-^

                      Since April 2021 I've
                     been a fulltime artist, doing what
              I love and doing it well. Sure, last year
   was extremely difficult and I barely survived,
  but with all the support of my family and my
  own determination I have been able to push 
     through. My effort is starting to pay off!

THIS IS MY
SUCCESS  STORY

@ezra_animeart   |   @ezra_modernart |  ww.ezra-art.com 
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ART | INSTALLATIONS | MURALS | COMMISSIONS | FRAMING | 
SCULPTURES | ART EXPERIENCES | TROPHIES AND MORE

+27  72 680 1369 
NATASHA@DESIGNERARTGRAPHICS.COM

WWW.DESIGNERARTAFRICA.COM
@DESIGNERARTAFRICA
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25% OFF ALL LEATHER

www.ohsosuite.co.za 
079 604 4820 | tarryn@ohsosuite.co.za 
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/ R u d r a k s h Pr o m o t i o n s / w w w. r u d r a k s h p r o m o t i o n s . c o. z a /

At Rudraksh Promotions our aim is to provide and 
deliver all our products and services in a manner which 
emphasises our dedication to customer satisfaction.

Through excellent and timeous deliverance of our 
services we strive to have many satissed customers 
in all industries
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The History of Pledge Nature Reserve 
Trust

Before Knysna was officially named a 
town, it was made up of small settlements, 
one of which was Newhaven, just east 
of today’s Long Street - the long straight 
road that bisects the town and runs 
down to Thesen`s Island.

To the west was Eastford, a large farm 
that formed part of the extensive estates 
of George Rex. The”Founder of Knysna” 
In 1820 Rex gave 40 morgen of Eastford 
to the Admiralty. Some of this land was 
used by the Admiralty to set up a small 
boat building yard on the edge of the 
lagoon. The remainder of the 40 morgen 
was used as commonage.

In 1825, permission was granted for 
the village of Melville to be built on the 
common. The village grew slowly at 
first, and by mid-century only a handful 
of simple houses had been erected. 
It became evident, however, that as 
the settlement of the Cape Colony 
intensified, the demand for the rich 
timber resources of the Knysna area 
grew rapidly.

As the area flourished, the settlements 
of Newhaven and Melville experienced 
their first “housing boom”. Woodcutters, 
furniture makers, coastal traders and 
related service providers settled in the 
area. It was to feed this boom and the 
subsequent demand for the kiln-dried 
bricks, that brickfields sprang up around 
the edge of the settlements, where there 
was ample raw material and firewood on 
hand.

One of these brickfields, on the northern 
edge of the town limits, as they were 
then, was an area called Bok-se-kloof. 
It is here, today, more than 100 years 
later, that the Pledge Nature Reserve 
lies, being restored, where possible, to 
its original natural beauty.

Just when Bok-se-Kloof brickfield 
closed down, is not known. Certainly, by 
the 1920’s, the area was known as “the 
old brickfield”. Daisy Eberhard, whose 
family was among the pioneers of the 
area, took over the “Brownie” movement 
in 1927 and, wanting a suitable meeting 
place for her group, she approached 
the Knysna Town Council to allow her to 
use a portion of Bok-se-Kloof.

In 1929, in support of her application, 
500 yards of fencing was erected on 
the hillside and the valley floor for her 

use. She described the area as being 
“adjacent to the old brickfield with a 
clear stream flowing through it.” It was 
here that, under the guidance of Daisy 
Eberhard, generations of Knysna’s 
youth first discovered the diversity of the 
Cape`s botanical heritage.

Daisy Eberhard’s “clear stream” did not 
remain clear for very long. Ravaged 
by urban encroachment, the stream 
silted up and stopped flowing regularly. 
However, with its banks denuded and 
sterile, it frequently flash flooded after 
heavy rain. This caused silt and urban 
rubbish to be dumped into the fragile 
Knysna lagoon.

The land itself, being part of a valley and 
largely unsuitable for housing, escaped 
major development. But it was left as 
waste ground -- an informal dump, 
where invader vegetation soon took root 
and were spreading at an increasing 
rate. In 1988, Kito Erasmus, a local forest 
officer and a town councillor, promoted 
the idea of getting the public involved in 
the eradication of plant invaders as an 
Arbour Day project.

His proposal received the full co-
operation of the local branch 
of the Wildlife Society, under 
the Chairmanship of Margo 
Mackay, who stimulated 
public interest and organised 
hacking parties. Their 
attention was focussed 
on the Bok-se-Kloof valley 
which by then was infested 
with 14 different exotic invader 
species.

The following year, the Department 
of Forestry received notice of an offer 
of sponsorship for a non-commercial 
forest conservation project in the 
Southern Cape. The Wildlife Society 
agreed to adopt Bok-se-Kloof as an 
environmental rehabilitation project 
for the Branch and a project 
presentation was drawn up which 
resulted in a generous grant from 
S C Johnson & Son whose range 
of household products include 
Pledge furniture care range.

The Community Project that became 
Pledge Nature Reserve received 
widespread publicity through popular 
environmentalist magazines and radio 
and TV programmes. This culminated 
in the project receiving M-Net’s Nature 
Foundation Award in 1991. It shared 
the R50 000 first prize with three other 
projects out of a total of 4000 entries.

The Reserve has also received 
accolades from botanists and 
environmentalists alike. An officer of the 
South African Botanical Society pointed 
out that “Pledge’s situation so near to the 
Town’s centre made the Reserve both 
unique and of such value to Knysna that 
it should never be underestimated.”
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  Come and live a little 
Stannards Guest Lodge is a 4-star guesthouse situated in a tree-lined suburb of Knysna on South 
Africa's scenic Garden Route. 
 
Set in a lush, indigenous garden, the lodge has an outdoor salt water swimming pool and 
barbeque area, covered off-street parking, a vast expanse of lawn and a number of beautiful 
trees which are home to more than 80 species of birds. 
 
Accommodation is provided in four stylishly decorated bedrooms, two luxury bedrooms and two 
luxury self-catering garden cottages. The suites cater for all tastes, ideal for honeymooners, 
families, and leisure or business travelers. Each bedroom has an en-suite bathroom and a private 
patio with a view of the garden. 
 
Start your morning with a full, healthy and delicious breakfast served in the airy dining room or on 
the deck overlooking the garden. 
 
We will assist you to plan your activities and excursions in the area and make your spa, golf and 
dinner bookings! Spend your day sight-seeing or shopping in town, lazing at the pool or relaxing 
in the comfortable guest lounge with its gas fireplace and bar, or browsing in our African Shop, 
which boasts an eclectic collection of artefacts from as far away as the Ivory Coast. 
 
Close to Knysna's town center, beaches and golf courses, Stannards is owned and managed by 
Jaco and Lezelda Montgomery. The guesthouse offers guests every conceivable comfort and 
convenience and the warm hospitality and personalised service of your hosts. 
 
Info@stannards.co.za 
+27 (0) 83 320 3158 / +27 (0) 44 384 0778  
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Tina Watson is a mother of 3 and grandmother of 6
who comes from a large family in the UK and moved

to South Africa   in 1981. 
 

"I love to travel, especially to New Zealand and the
UK to visit family. My passion has always been

hosting and entertaining friends and family from all
over the world. I enjoy showing visitors local tourist
attractions, like Cradle of Human Kind and nearby

game reserves.
 

On starting Airbnb I was given fantastic training from
the best, Karen of Smart Hosts. On completing my
training I was up and ready to go and had my first
booking within only 2 hours! One of my first guests

was a South African gentleman, Dr D, who arrived at
our Airbnb in the tiniest car with a flat tyre! We

became fast friends and Dr D still visits me, either at
my airbnb or at my other home just to pop in for his

usual chat and coffee.
 

"Unlike other establishments, we make friends from
all walks of life and from all over the country and

now even the world. Feel free to visit our Peaceful
Home away from Home any time!"

 

https://airbnb.com/h/dbl-bed-sharonlea-
randburg
https://airbnb.com/h/queen-pool-room
https://airbnb.com/h/queen-sized-familyroom
https://airbnb.com/h/queen-pool-room-
shared-bathroom

BOOK ONLINE NOW!

SPECIAL OFFER!!
First 5 bookings get one night

FREE for every 5 nights booked!
To qualify, quote "Pink
Loerie" when booking.

Accommodation in
Sharonlea, Johannesburg

OUR STORY

CONTACT TINA:
082 613 2488

watsontina50@gmail.com
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Art Classes
Team Building Workshops
Paint & Picnic Sessions
Private Online Sessions

Art Journaling
Crafting Kits

072 680 1369
natasha@scribbleart.co.za
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All hail the new lifestyle lager! Now you can have an after work or workout drink without 
wasting your blood, sweat and tears on high calorie, old fashioned lagers and ciders! Crisp 
premium taste at 4% ABV but with only 89 cals, 0.9% carbs and 0.4% sugar! Great on it’s 
own, as a spritzer or with a slice of lime. Basically a game changing no brainer. 

Like our Instagram page and tag a friend who needs some Skinny in their life and you could 
win a case of our refrshing, low cal lager.  

Find one of only five Golden Tickets and stand a chance to 
win a case of beer per month for a year!  

More on www.skinnylager.co.za

For investments, long and short term policies, wealth 
management, protection and creation and retirement 
planning contact, 

Morne Smook 078 801 9669 
12 years experience
Juristic Discovery representative

GOLDEN TICKET WIN BEER FOR A YEAR

SUPPORT THE PINK DOLLAR

skinnylager_sa tag #pinkloeriewin

SHOT ON LOCATION AT JOZI GIN BAR, CEDAR SQUARE JHB
Thank you models Morne Smook and Stephan Petersen. 
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Upon hearing the news of an imminent lockdown in 2020 here  in SA for 21 days , I decided right 
there and then that I was going to do an Instagram “live “ for each of those days. -every day at 10am 
for an hour . I had already planned in my head that I would work from the same still -life each day 
and interpret in 21 different ways . Besides never having done this before, ( I had certainly never 
been “live” before on Instagram) , I never quite absorbed the fact that I’d be visible in real time 
to all different people in various countries around the world ! But I have always kept these words 
“ just do it afraid “ close to my heart and that’s what braveness looks like . What I realised during 
these art “lives“ was that I could only be myself - not polished or perfect but just the only way I 
know how , explaining my way of creativity and telling some of my life stories that have impacted 
and changed me . On being real , I even had to jump up one day and rush to the kitchen where I 
promptly tore a page out of a recipe book as I needed it to show some collage and I’d forgotten to 
prepare some text ! ! 

While others were still in their pjs at 10 am ( rightly so ) , I was dressed and ready to push “live “ 
on Instagram. The overflow of this was nothing I could have expected . Messages came flooding in 
from beautiful people all over the world telling me it gave them a positive spark for the day and 
encouraged them to be more creative in their homes . They started using found items and seeing 
them in a creative sense . It also helped me , as I chose beetroot juice one day to paint with,  just 
to show that it’s better to use something on hand than nothing at all ! These “21 day lives “ also 
became a focus for me as there was no time  to dwell on the fact that I was “trapped “ in my home 
and they highlighted my understanding that freedom truly is where our imagination can take us . 
The biggest lesson I learnt for myself ( besides doing things afraid ) , is that we all need connection 
! Art is no more a mysterious out of bounds ability and skill reserved for the privileged few , but 
through inspiring one another.

We can jumpstart our own creative thinking, and who knows where we will journey then

Kim Black 
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FEELING AT HOME
WHEN YOU'RE NOT
AT HOME

IF I COULD GIVE 10 STARS I WOULD

HOMELY
LUXURY &

Opening my Airbnb apartment in February

2019 was one of the best decisions I have

ever made.  Inviting guests into my living

environment has offered endless

opportunities.  I have created face-to-face

learning experiences in the comfort of my

home.  There is such a clear connection

between host and guest.  Sharing a living

space offers a feeling of security and being

at home.

BOOK THIS AIRBNB

https://airbnb.com/h/home-luxury-stay-

in-oudtshoorn

I felt humbled when one of my guests

wrote, "This was the perfect home away

from home.  Hannelie was the perfect

host and went out of her way to make

our stay even more enjoyable.  The

accommodation was superb."

I have made a friend who tells me,

"remember not to give 'our' apartment to

anyone during swimming competitions. 

 Run it by me first!"  Now that, in my

eyes, says a lot.



130

Nguni

Bookings Essential 044 533 6710

reservations@nguni-restaurant.co.za

6 Crescent Street  |  nguni-restaurant.co.za

S o u t h  A f r i c a n
m e n u  c a t e r i n g 
f o r  b o t h  h u n t e r s 
a n d  g a t h e r e r s .

RESTAURANT, 
VENUE & EVENTS
CATERING

Plettenberg Bay
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Nguni Restaurant, situated just off the Main 
Street of Plettenberg Bay, caters for both 
hunters and gatherers. Owner-run, Jacs 
& Nats and their legendary team take pride 
in the quality of food, staff and an excellent 
wine list. Nguni has enjoyed patronage from 
both local & foreign guests for over 15 years, 
with many diners returning year after year. 
The Nguni team are also well known for their 
beautiful home-delivered meals, functions 
and catering for memorable occasions.

Dishes are prepared to order, using fresh 
locally-sourced produce - simple and 
delicious. The menu changes occasionally 
with a focus on quality, consistency and taste. 
A-grade, matured steaks, venison (seasonal), 
baby chicken, ostrich and fresh fish (when 
available), organic vegetables and herbs 

all form the base of a small and interesting 
menu. 

Do not be put off by the idea that this 
establishment caters only for the hunter. 
Delicious options are available to the gatherer 
as well; roasted cauliflower, hummus, rocket 
& chive oil topped with toasted hazelnuts or 
a butternut & quinoa bobotie served with a 
homemade fruit chutney as well as a selection 
of hearty salads.

All sauces; chimmichurri, sriracha, 
mazavaroo, peri-peri are homemade and 
prepared on a daily basis to compliment the 
chosen dish – also now available at the local 
KwikSpar or the sister store Sanga where they 
serve the most delicious burgers; 200g pure 
beef patty on a freshly baked roll with sriracha 
mayo and all the usual, simply a must!

Monday to Friday – lunch & dinner
Saturday – dinner only
Sunday – closed
Fabulous Food for Fabulous People prepared by a Fabulous Team

The interior of Nguni is simple and understated, 
to highlight the beauty of bygone days.

A historical monument and one of the few 
beautiful original remaining buildings in 
Plettenberg Bay. Yellow wood floors, thick 
walls, recessed windows and low ceilings all 
add to the charm along with a toasty fireplace 
to keep you warm in winter. 

Meals can be enjoyed both inside the intimate 
interior or outside on the candlelit patio, 
surrounded by the beauty of lush greenery 
bordering on the private courtyard.

And last, but by no means least – the staff! 
Be prepared to be given a Royal Welcome and 
to be guided through the menu and wine list, 
served with a smile and welcomed back on 
your return.
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A student from the green beautiful mountainous landscapes of the 
Mpumalanga Province rode on a 26 hours long bus trip seeking a brighter 
future in the beautiful City of Cape Town in the year 2003.

A City at the tip of South Africa hugged by the beautiful roaring seas, 
hiding rows of vineyards producing grapes still to be explored by our 
inquisitive founder.

The experience of a wine bottle introduced by her classmate led to the love 
of the poetry inside the bottle. Little did our Environmentalist know she will 
fall in love with the stories told by the liquid inside the bottle

Having journeyed through life carrying a number of personal experiences 
that were both challenging and liberating, our founder the novice wine 
drinker evolved into a wine collector and a story teller always using the 
opportunity to narrate her life through a conversation over a glass of wine.

The name Zarion is created through the infusion of her names, Sandile 
“Mathipa” Felicity which mean leadership, expansion, access, happiness, 
wealth, direction, sharpness and clarity.

Names that have translated to her value system, and depict the essence of 
her life as a leader in her family and professional career,  a mother, wife, a 
creator and ambassador to the Vilakazi family.

Her relationship with wine and her love of how diverse, unique and 
expansive wine can be in forms of its nature and taste led her to building a 
brand that will create a legacy for her family, the brand Zarion by SV Wines 
with the essence of the spirits that led to her nature – peace, serenity, 
purity of thought, courage to recreate boldness and rest.

The essence of Zarion is to share wonderful stories and create collaborative 
spaces that can shine a light on progressive conversations over a glass of 
wine.

A story told – one glass of wine at a time.

www.zarionbysvwines.co.za
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Be a Responsible Tourist
Knysna is an area of spectacular 
natural beauty. It offers the glistening 
estuary, ancient indigenous forest, and 
a breathtaking coastline. Keeping these 
areas pristine and beautiful is important. 
Our tourism operators are making sure 
their offering is sustainable and activities 
need to consider the environment as 
well as the local community.

As a responsible tourist whilst you are 
here, you are a vital and valued part of 
this community. Your actions help make 
sure that nature is protected and stay in 
pristine conditions for the future.

So what are the things that you can do 
that make a difference?

save water

Knysna is blessed with a temperate 
oceanic climate, which means it has 
rainfall throughout the year. It is however 
a water-stressed area. Use water 
carefully. Easy ways to do this are to 
take a short shower instead of a bath; 
don’t ask for new bath towels every 
day; and don’t run a tap for longer than 
necessary.

keep to the beaten track

The Knysna Forest is a wonder to behold. 
If you take a moment to look you will see 
an abundance of ferns, lichen, herbs, 
fungi and unique fynbos. Trees tower 
above and form a dense forest canopy 
with a variety of vines hanging down. 
Take care to keep to the paths whenever 
you are hiking or riding a bike on the 
trails. When you leave the path, you can 
damage this delicate vegetation.

take only photographs

You will see many wondrous things in the 
forest and on the beaches in Knysna. 
Make sure you have a camera to capture 
images of all of these things. Don’t pick 
flowers or take plants. Watch, but don’t 
touch any animals, small or (especially) 
big. Leave shells and rocks where you 
find them. Removing things can cause 
damage. Taking things away also leaves 
the area poorer than you found it.

don’t leave anything behind

There is nothing as unsightly and 
disappointing as a picnic place in 
exquisite surroundings, but strewn with 
litter. This rubbish finds its way into the 

waterways and is a threat to our wildlife. 
Make sure to remove any packaging 
from your own picnic when you are 
finished. If there are no bins provided, 
please take it away with you until you 
can dispose of it responsibly.

i found a turtle on the beach! what must i 
do?

Occasionally sea turtles wash up 
on the beaches in Knysna. They are 
often exhausted and suffering from 
hyperthermia. Don’t put them back in 
the water. Contact the Two Oceans 
Aquarium on +27 (0)21 418 3823 and 
they will tell you what to do. The turtles 
are sent to Cape Town to recover, and 
then to uShaka Durban where they can 
be released back into the warm water 
where they belong.

and other stranded marine animals?

The wildlife rescue organisation 
SAPREC can help. Call them on +27 
(0)71 643 2496 for assistance if you find 
a stranded animal. If you see a whale in 
distress, call the NSRI on +27 (0)87 094 
9774 – they will either help or contact the 
relevant authorities.
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A delicious Blonde Ale infused with

 real Strawberries

PINK 

LOERIE

It'sIt's
GenderGender
Fluid!Fluid!

FestivalFestival
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Arguably one of South Africa’s most 
unusual hotels, the 5 star Turbine 
Boutique Hotel and Spa -transformed 
from an old power station and situated 
on the Thesen Islands in Knysna offers 
guests luxurious accommodation 
options, exceptional cuisine and 
stunning panoramas.

Considered one of the most 
prestigious locations on the Garden 
Route its accommodation comprises 
26 individually themed suites of the 
highest standard, a honeymoon suite, 
and two expansive self-contained 
suites adjacent to the hotel.

All offer luxurious amenities such as 
a flat-screen TV, Wi-Fi, a fully stocked 
mini-bar, a tea/coffee station, and 
the original artworks, by local South 
African artists adorning its walls, are 
all for sale. Rivalling other Knysna 
restaurants the 90-seater Island Café, 

with its spacious terrace overlooking 
the canal is perfect for al fresco dining, 
while its vibey Gastro Pub offers 
classic pub meals with a delicious 
turbine twist, on-tap draught beer, a 
comprehensively stocked cellar and 
glorious lagoon sunset views.

The Turbine welcomes bookings for 
small business conferences, events 
and weddings. Its excellent conference 
facilities can host from 20 to 40 
delegates with free Wi-Fi, full audio-
visual facilities and tailored catering 
packages; also a superb wedding 
venue.

For the ultimate in pampering The 
Turbine Spa, one of the finest on the 
Garden Route offers for both day 
visitors and hotel guests, an  impressive 
range of beauty and body treatments, 
facials, manicures, pedicures and 
grooming services and a wide range of 

Skincare and body (Babor, TheraVine, 
Lillian Terry, Bytjie Salf, Biosculpture 
and Charlotte Rhys) products for men 
and women.

With watersports and exploring being 
major attractions for guests, the hotel’s 
own adventure centre, the Turbine 
Water Club offers and arranges a 
variety of water and land-based 
activities providing guests with the 
best of Knysna’s water-based activities 
- fishing charters, whale watching and 
two firm favourites of guests, kayaking 
and sunset cruises.

Also land adventures – guided tours 
into the ancient Knysna Forest and 
bicycle hire. The Turbine is also a 
disabled-friendly hotel – there is a 
bedroom designed to accommodate 
any disabled guest, and a disabled 
toilet downstairs for any restaurant and 
bar guests. 
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Her deep manly singing voice, which 
is ravishingly beautiful, adds to the 
comedy of a woman singing with the 
voice of Barry White. In truth, it’s not 
quite that deep, but you get the idea. 
All of this becomes more impressive 
once you know that she has had no 
formal training in any of the arts, and 
everything she does, from makeup, 
sewing and singing, is self-taught. 

A Queen of the People with a heart of 
gold, she is completely delusional and 
tends to call everyone by names of their 
opposite sex. Being the Sovereign of 
the realm of, well, fucqing everything, 
does grant her certain luxuries and 
immunities. Her Plebeians lap up 
everything that she throws at them, 
from the most politically-incorrect 
jokes, to glitter and blue waffles. It 
might not, however, be a good idea 
to bring any under-18’s to one of her 
shows. You’ll end up having to explain 
a thing or two to their parents the next 
day/ teachers the next Monday. 

You can find QoFE on Facebook, 
Instagram, TikTok, Twitter, YouTube 
and Discord. She has her own 
WhatsApp group where Plebeians get 
all the latest news. Or you can simply 
email her at qofe.info@gmail.com 

She is a comedian, singer and 
mistress of ceremonies that hosts 
shows at clubs, restaurants, homes 
and private events. Book for a show 
or speak to her about putting on a 
performance at your home or event. 
Follow her social media and become 
a QoFE Plebeian. You won’t regret it, 
but put on your safety belt, it’s going 
to be a rough ride.

In January of 2019 Her Royal Majesty, 
The Queen of Fucqing Everything 
(QoFE, pronounced coffee) made 
her debut on YouTube. The person 
underneath all the makeup, however, 
has been entertaining people for many 
years, mainly as an MC at private 
events. 

During that same year QoFE hosted 
her first-ever show, a fundraiser for 
the Beth Rapha Home of Healing, a 
children’s home in Tableview, Cape 
Town. She worked with pole dancers, 
singers, and other artists to create a 
show. They performed for an audience 
of 250 people and the event was a 
huge success for the children’s home.

During the Pandemic Years, QoFE 
has been working on boosting her 
social media. Her fanbase, which 

she affectionately calls Plebeians, 
has grown organically. In the last few 
months, however, she’s delighted to 
be back on stage, where she is most 
at home. 

Although not a lip syncing dancing 
queen as you might want her to be, 
she is a Comedy Queen, unafraid of 
crossing all the lines that PC culture 
has drawn. Her aim is to offend people 
and get them to laugh at how silly they 
are behaving, while laughing at her 
own stupidity: she is just as quick to 
make fun of herself as of others. 

A few minutes into her show, you’ll learn 
that she is there to push boundaries. 
And that she’s an equal-opportunity 
hater. You won’t ever see her do a death 
drop (poor thing might break a hip) but 
you can expect to hear things from her 
mouth that are funny – because they 
are true.

Beware of heckling her. Her tongue 
is a sharp as a stingray’s tail – just 
ask Steve Irwin. She’s been heard to 
exclaim on stage: “I am as surprised 
by the shit that falls out of my mouth as 
what you are”. 

When asked why she does what she 
does, she will tell you that she simply 
wants people to laugh, that everyone 
has become too serious and, in their 
seriousness, have become absolutely 
ridiculous. “Just laugh a little and forget 
about the world and what it expects of 
you, it will do you good.”

It may seem sad to you that she 
doesn’t lip sync, but that doesn’t mean 
that you shouldn’t expect to hear music 
at her shows. She is known to sing a 
song or two. Yes, that’s right, sing. 
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You want to be an entrepreneur. 
You have a business plan, and the 
experience to deliver all the value you 
promise. 

So, what are you waiting for? No 
seriously, what’s keeping you from 
chasing your dreams? 

O yes, fear. You’re unsure about the 
outcome and all the challenges are 
keeping you from seeing the real 
potential.

As an entrepreneur who said goodbye 
to the corporate world and turned her 
side business into her main business, I 
know the feeling. 

But I can also tell you from experience 
that it wasn’t that difficult. That’s 
because I know my strengths, and I 
choose to focus on them, instead of 
fear. And it works, because here I am 
today, going strong!

If you’re feeling stuck, I’d love to share 
some tips with you. These have helped 
me get out of my comfort zone towards 
my dreams, and I believe they can do 
the same for you.

1. Surround yourself with people who 
feed your flame

I believe people are more similar to 
candles than we realize. We have a 
flame - that thing that keeps us burning 
bright, and basically fuels everything 
we do. Then we have a wax - the part of 
us that can support the flame, but also 
snuff it out.

Staying away from negativity is the 
most important step in this progress. 
Negative people want to focus on your 
wax and even though it seems like they 
are helping, their contributions don’t 
amount to much.

Instead, be with people that support 
your flame, inspire you, give you a hand 
to move forward, and make you burn 
brighter.

2. Hit home run                                 

The phrase “home run” is often used 
to demonstrate an impressive feat of 
success. In entrepreneurship, home 
runs are possible through networking. 

You cannot network enough as an 
entrepreneur. And the key that works for 
me is, not to sell to the audience, but 
rather to work through them. Shocking, 
I know. 

You can work through your network by 
educating them about your business 
and services so that they can market 
on your behalf. And with a little effort, 
your trusted network can be your eyes 
and ears in the market. BOOM! Word of 
mouth referrals on tap.

Networking for me is like having a gym 
membership. The reason is that they 
both require you to work on yourself.

In the gym, you have the equipment 
to help you out, trainers to assist you, 
water-coolers for hydration, and other 
members for moral support. 

A trusted network offers all these benefits 

to entrepreneurs. You will find business 
coaches, copywriters, life coaches, 
health and wellness specialists, and 
self-development experts in the network 
who will support you and help you grow 
as an entrepreneur. 

This journey is not a one-seater spot; 
it is a bus and that means sharing and 
complementing each other along the 
way. By relying on your network and 
letting them rely on you, you will hit 
home runs faster than expected!

3. Getting clients from scratch

People always say, “I don’t have 
prospects” and “I can only find leads 
by paying someone.” These are all lies. 
You can actually start a database of 
prospects with, wait for it, the people 
you know already!

Surprising? I thought so too at first. 

But think about it. You’ve already built 
credibility with them, so they trust you. 
Now that you’re striking out on your 
own, you can give them a call and tell 
them about your new venture. 

Remember our networking strategy 
here: Not selling but educating them 
about your new business. 

By sharing your new business with 
them, they may hire you. But the aim 
here is for them to know about you, and 
for them to be your eyes and ears. This 
right here will give you visibility with 
people who trust you already. 

I know it’s difficult to imagine, but you’ve 
got everything going for you. Remember 
to K.I.S.S (Keep It Simple Stupid) and 
never give up!

I love to R.A.P, as it will make you go far 
in whatever you do:

R – Responsible (for what you do in life 
and for improving knowledge and skills) 

A – Accountable (for yourself, and for 
achieving in life) 

P – Proud (of yourself and your 
accomplishments).

You can contact Janine by visiting her website at www.jelanisales.com or 
email her at hello@jelanisales.com.

Connect with her on social media:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JelaniSales/

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/janine-lingenfelder-virtual-sales-assistant/ 

Instagram: https://instagram.com/jelanisales1

How to become the BOSS 
of your future BAD@SS
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I hosted a young pilot for a few months. What an adventure! 
 Woke up to singing most mornings/guitar strumming and
more singing early evenings.  My phone would ping with

"morning Cathy may I please have 3 toast avo & tomato with
lemon & fruits - as much as possible". Everyday was an event -

Elderly lady knocked her "scootie" over. Catastrophe,
especially since she was admonished for parking too close! 
 She kept me engrossed and entertained for hours.  I will be
meeting her in India sometime soon to explore first hand all

the places she has spoken about. Miss her!
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Something for You!

20% discount on 2 night stay to be used before 16/10/2022.
To book, go to https://airbnb.com/h/zareba

tps:
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Ranked at #19 out of 100 in the world 
of top tourism destinations, Knysna 
should be on the bucket list of every 
South African. Here you’ll be spoilt for 
choice and without doubt is where you 
are going to feel most alive.

Gooderson Knysna Chalets is the ideal 
location from which to explore the 
sights, sounds and culinary delights of 
Knysna in all its glorious natural beauty. 
This is the first Western Cape property 
in the ever-popular Gooderson Leisure 
stable of resorts found largely in 
KwaZulu-Natal and in Mpumalanga. 
Knysna chalets offers 28 comfortably 
furnished self-catering chalets which 
sleep 2 adults in the main bedroom 
and two children on a sleeper couch 
in the lounge. A pool, games room and 
children’s playground provide on-site 
entertainment and the new restaurant 
is bound to become a firm favourite 
with guests.

With a focus on offering guests Good 
Value and Good Fun, Knysna Chalets is 
blessed with so many thrilling activities 
in close proximity to the resort. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to seek out new 
adventures and discover new spaces 
and places in Knysna.

The iconic Knysna heads are a must-
visit, standing side by side at the 
mouth of the Knysna Lagoon they 
form a channel through which the 
Indian Ocean rushes in. The Eastern 

It’s time to go 
where you feel most alive

side is easily reached by car and the 
numerous spectacular viewpoints 
make for great photo opportunities.

Make a days outing of a visit to the 
Featherbead Nature Reserve which 
occupies 150 hectares on the Western 
Head. Start your day with a ferry ride to 
the reserve followed by a guided 4 x 4 
trip to the top of the headland. Nature 
lovers may be delighted with a spotting 
of an elusive Knysna Loerie, a rare 
tiny Blue Duiker or the African Oyster 
Catchers.

A visit to the nearby Knysna Elephant 
Park, a sanctuary for orphaned 
elephants, provides an exciting 
experience and offers close-up 
encounters with one of Africa’s most 
majestic mammals. Daily tours enable 
visitors to learn much about these 
intriguing creatures and to interact 
with them, or experience an elephant 
back ride, nature walk with the ele’s or 
sunrise and sunset safaris.

Beach lovers can take advantage of a 
visit to Buffalo Bay, a tiny town between 
Knysna and Sedgefield or Brenton-on-
Sea to soak up some welcome sunrays, 
relax and unwind on this beautiful 
stretch of coast.

If you still have some energy left 
for some more strenuous exercise 
you will find Knysna offers a host of 
breathtaking MTB, trail running and 

hiking trails which will certainly make 
you feel alive.

Knysna is well worth a visit and no 
matter what season you choose you 
will always find something fun and 
entertaining to do. A word of advice for 
any visitor – plain your itinerary well as 
you don’t want to miss out. 
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www.presidenthotel.co.za +27 (0)21 434 8111reservations@presidenthotel.co.za #AtThePresident

Located in Bantry Bay between the vibrant city and the Atlantic 

Ocean, the iconic President Hotel welcomes you to explore, 

discover and experience Cape Town.

Enjoy our beautiful ocean views and refreshing infinity pool. 

Savour delicious drinks with locally inspired cuisine, gourmet 

pizzas and more at our restaurant, café and bars. Treat yourself to 

a massage at our spa or hire an electric scooter and go explore.

It’s all you love about Cape Town and more.

EXPERIENCE 
CAPE TOWN 
AT THE 
PRESIDENT.

BOOK 
DIRECT

FOR 
SPECIAL 
OFFERS
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The President Hotel Launches New 
Pooch Restaurant Menu and Hotel 

Offering

To enquire further or book contact reservations@presidenthotel.co.za 

Reservations booking details: 021 434 8111  |  reservations@presidenthotel.co.za

F&B booking details: WhatsApp 066 038 4521  |  events@presidenthotel.co.za

Follow the fun on Instagram: @thepresidentct

The President Hotel in Bantry Bay is 
proud to announce their mouth-watering 
new dog menu to entertain and delight 
the pups of the nation.

The bespoke menu has officially been  
launched to hotel guests who can now 
travel to Cape Town’s favourite hotel 
with their beloved pooches.

Developed together with the Executive 
Chef and a veterinary nutritionist, 
the canine-coveted menu includes 

breakfast options such as ‘The Fluffy’ 
(two-egg omelette with cheddar 
cheese and no oil) and ‘Pawsome Fruit 
Salad’ (selection of cut fresh fruit), 
snack options featuring ‘Pupcorn’, 
‘Puppacinos’ and ‘Deluxe Doggy 
Biscuits’, and the ever popular all-day 
hotpots including ‘Beefed Up’, ‘Cheeky 
Chicken’ and ‘Catch of the Day’.

Hotel guests are able to book their pups 
in as travelling companions to bespoke 
ground floor units catering specially 
for canine connoisseurs and featuring 
deluxe doggy beds, blankets, doggy 
treats and bowls. Please note that a 
surcharge applies when booking in 
pets.
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Welcome to South Africa’s brand new 
airline.

The outdated supply-driven, high-
debt airline model needs to change. 
Among many other things‚ Covid has 
proven that it’s simply not a sustainable 
approach. Instead, it’s time for a 
demand-driven business model. One 
that’s super-efficient, leverages off 
record low input costs and is both agile 
and flexible. But most importantly‚ one 
that is customer-obsessed. The industry 
has become overly rule-bound and rigid 
and customers need to be placed back 
at the centre of all decisions. It’s been a 
tough time in the country and across the 
world and we all need a little relief. The 
service industry is just the place to start.

LIFT’s mission is to demonstrate that 
South Africa can compete with the best 
while keeping customers at the centre of 
our operations. And they know they can 
do it. We live in the most magnificent 
country with an abundance of talented, 
special people. What more could we 
need to make it happen?

The name LIFT is the brainchild of 
eight creative South Africans who 
participated in the country’s largest-ever 
naming competition, where over 25‚000 
suggested names were received.

Apart from capturing the marvel 
of the physics of flying, the name 
encapsulates a view of the world and 
our beautiful country.

LIFT can’t truly be customer-focused 
without being people-focused. So 
naturally, it all starts with the people at 
LIFT HQ. 

They’re excited to work with a dynamic 
mix of industry stalwarts, independents, 
fresh-thinkers and expert leadership. 
Jonathan Ayache, a co-founder of LIFT, 
was previously the Head of Operations 
for Uber in Sub Saharan Africa. This 
gives them the added advantage of 
Uber- thinking operations that consider 
every detail of the journey. Of course, 
they’ve also got co-founder Gidon 
Novick, with his wealth of aviation 
experience and expertise.

The current state of the airline industry 
has resulted in thousands of talented 
and experienced people being 
available. They’ve been fortunate to 
onboard a group of truly special and 
talented

people to help build this new airline. 
Every single person on the team has 
high energy levels‚ a can-do attitude 
and a customer-focused problem-
solving ability. Having these kinds of 
people within our fold can only lead to 
good things!

Living in these uncertain times makes it 
super difficult to plan our lives, let alone 
our travels.

When it comes to keeping up with life’s 
unexpected detours, the last thing 
anyone needs is unnecessary admin or 
costs.

Welcome to flexible air travel from 
LIFT. And no, we’re not just talking 
about selecting your seats or baggage 
preferences. We’re talking about the 
stuff that really counts. Flights can be 
changed multiple times or cancelled to 
credit into your LIFT wallet.

Changes made 24 hours or more in 
advance come at no additional fees 
or penalties. If the fare for your newly 
selected flight is higher, you’ll just need 
to pay the difference. If it’s lower, they’ll 
credit you. Need to change traveller 
name details? No problem.

Oh and if you arrive early for your 
flight, don’t hang around the airport for 
endless hours. Check in to see if we 
have any earlier flights with availability. 
With flexible fares, the change will be 
hassle-free.

LIFT Premium, LIFT’s newest innovative 
take on business class, has been 
designed to enhance the travel 
experience. They’ve taken the offering 
you’ve come to know from LIFT even 
one step further to bring you complete 
class, comfort and care. The teams 
have worked to reconfigure our first 
three rows to create a Premium section, 
with special attention to detail, space 
and convenience - ideal for business 
travellers and frequent flyers alike.

LIFT currently operates between O.R. 
Tambo &amp; Cape Town International 
Airport. For the latest news & updates 
on their exciting plans for 2022, head on 
over to www.lift.co.za
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Walk or drive through the indigenous 
forest that surround the town and you’ll 
feel it: this area has a spirit of its own 
that whispers to you, that beckons with 
secrets spread by the elephants and 
leopards, Knysna loeries and narina 
trogons that live and thrive in its dark 
and dappled shade.

50 shades of green

This shade comes from about 50 
different species of indigenous trees: 
from giant yellowwoods (the largest 
and oldest of which grow tall above the 
forest canopy), to the iconic stinkwood 
(which produces one of the most 
sought-after timber from the Southern 
Cape), and from hard pear to wild fig, 
cape chestnut to cape ash, candlewood 
to white milkwood.

What gives Knysna its aura of such 
great mystery?

Indigenous people who lived here in 
prehistoric times (Earlier Stone Age 
archaeology in Knysna), and up to 
pre-Colonial days (A Forgotten First 
People: The Southern Cape Hessequa) 
all appear to have utilised the forests’ 
resources in a more-or-less sustainable 
way.

But that changed when the Cape was 
settled by colonists, of course – because 
they brought modern commerce 
with them, which needed enormous 
quantities of timber for construction, 
tools, and furniture.

The Knysna Forests were thus harvested 
quite mercilessly from the early 1800s 
until 1939, when the government put 
a stop to logging altogether (see ‘Our 
forestry heritage’ on knysnamuseums.
co.za).

the garden route national park

Since 2009, the majority of the 
indigenous forests of Knysna (as well 
as the Knysna Lagoon itself) have 
been incorporated into sections of the 
Garden Route National Park, – a mosaic 
of mostly unfenced nature reserves that 
covers more than 160,000 ha of South 
Africa’s Garden Route coast – from 
Wilderness in the west, to Tsitsikamma, 
140 km away to the east.

visitor attractions in the knysna forests

The fascinating history and nature of the 
Knysna Forests makes visiting them one 
of the top ten things to do in Knysna.
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Away with lonely hotel 
stays, in with the AirBnB 
community, connect at a 
personal level!
One of my first guests was this couple from Cape Town, a young 
doctor assigned to her community service in Johannesburg and 
her friend. They were booked for a couple of days to sort out some 
paperwork and get the doctor settled down before the partner went 
back to Cape Town.

The Ladies where stressed out about the delays in administration 
and finding a suitable place some 65kms away in the town the 
doctor would be based. Seeing their distress, I had to jump in, call 
a few friends and some with contacts of people with property rental 
spaces. I also got a few good references for cottages etc. available 
in the area.

It did not stop there as I also organised my brother to give the doctor 
a lift to Carltonville.

This was a good eding, but the sad part was watching the two 
lovebirds saying goodbye to each other, one driving to the airport, 
back to Cape Town and the other to a remote town of Carletonville.

Now you do not get this personal kind of service anywhere else, but 
an AirBnB. The connection between hosts and guests, as well as 
friendships that carry on long after the stay.

Nthabiseng Mongali

GET A FREE ONE NIGHT 
STAY FOR A MINIMUM OF 3 
NIGHTS BOOKED WITH US!

QUOTE: #Pinkloerie’22 to 
claim your voucher

This Voucher cannot be exchanged for cash. Valid Until 31 August 
2022. All bookings must be made through the AirBnB Platform. 

Come Stay with us
https://airbnb.com/h/wilropark
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In philosophy there is the famous 
question of if a tree falls in a forest and 
no one is there to hear it does it make 
a sound? This has been debated since 
the 1600’s. 

If you are not online, do you even 
exist? This requires less debate. The 
fact of modern-day business is if you 
do not have an online presence, you 
may not even really exist. In addition, if 
you are not online the chances of your 
marketing being heard is very slim. 

An online presence no matter how 
small gives your business credibility. It 
shows that you do in fact exists and that 
you are a legitimate business. It is the 
new office premises (brick and mortar). 
If someone hears about your business, 
chances are they are going to search 
for you online (Google). If they are not 
able to find you there is a small to slim 
chance they will contact you. 

Does having an online presence have 
to be expensive and complicated? The 
short answer is no. Having something 
is better than nothing. 

So start with the following basics: 

Google Business Profile

This is relatively easy and free to set 
up. If you need to outsource this it is 
inexpensive. However by having a 
profile people can find you on google 
search, and maps. This is a very 
underutilized tool that can very easily 
generate leads. 

Website

With all the easy click and drop 
platforms available it is very simple 
and cost effective to create a small 
one-page website (normally referred 
to as a splash page). You can even 
learn relatively quickly and easily on 
how to do this yourself. Something 
is better than nothing. If you need to 
outsource this, you don’t need a large 
complicated expensive website. Your 
goal is to start with a basic website to 
get your online presence started. 

Social Media

This one can be a little more tricky 
but still easy enough to set up. Start 
with choosing the correct social 
media platform for your business 
and industry, set up your profile and 
page. Post at least once a week on 
the platform. There are great tools and 
resources to assist you in the process 
to set up, develop a content plan, and 
to schedule your posts. Rather choose 
one platform and do it well than be on 
multiple ones and do them badly. If 
you do outsource don’t let the person 
trick you into taking more than what 
you need. Your social media is also 
searchable. In other words, if people 
google you then your social media will 
also appear in the search. 

Creating an online presence can take 
a long time and get complicated, but 
it doesn’t have to be. Start with the 
basics, get them right and build from 
there. So take the leap, be courageous 
and start with your online presence as 
soon as possible. Make sure you exist. 

Do you even exist?

Live2Dream can assist 
you with this process. 

We can also advise and 
consult on how to simplify 

your marketing by working 
with you on the basics 

first. Let’s get the basics 
right while keeping things 

simple and easy.

You can book a free 
30minute discovery call by 

emailing

chris@live2dream.co.za.

In the call we will see what 
your needs are and devise 

a plan for you to move 
forward. What will it cost 

be if you don’t seem to 
exist?  
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Come spend some time in one of our two x 
single-beds or double-bed, self-catering, 
equipped tents, with kitchen & en-suit  OR 
in one of our pre-pitched, basic, two-roomed 
tents besides a fire pit, sharing rustic 
communal facilities close-by. 

!Xairu Tradu  
Tented, Bush Retreat Bl
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BBooookk  yyoouurr  ssppoott  ttooddaayy!!  
CCoonnttaacctt    jjeeffffrreeyy@@ssaakkaazzaa..ccoo..zzaa  oorr    iissaaddoorree@@22ttrraacc..ccoo..zzaa  
AAlltteerrnnaattiivveellyy      CCaallll  008822  555555  44007711    ttoo  mmaakkee  aa  bbooookkiinngg..    

This rustic campsite, 256km from Cape Town, is 
located on a small holding that farms organically 
and sustainably. We offer an authentic, bush-
camping experience, with the luxury of sleeping in 
a comfortable bed without the fuss and hassle of 
pitching your own tent.

There are three, fully equipped, self-catering, 
rustic, tented accommodation and three, bring 
your own equipment, basic, pre-pitched tents 
under the trees along a stream.

The bush retreat is midway (30km) between 
Swellendamand, Heidelberg on the N2 taking the 
Suurbraak turn-off to Rietkuill, a 5kkm dirt road 
through a number of small holdings arriving at 
!Xairu Tradu on farm 513 Rietkuil.

Completely off-grid, with rain-harvested water, 
solar-powered lighting and sun-heated water to 
bathe. There’s a composting toilet & no refrigerator 
nor cell-phone signal but loads of fresh air, shade, 
fire wood, peace and quiet, with  only annoying 
bugs, honey bees, bird-chatter, frogs and the odd 
meander farm animal to contend with.

Tented, Bush Retreat

082 555 4071

Erf 513 Rietkuil
Suurbraak

Swellendam
6740

South Africa
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CHARACTERS
GERVASE (BOY - 18)
DULINDA (GIRL 13/14 OR IF OLDER : SMALLISH )
ORLO (BOY) 
CELA (GIRL) 
CORPS (ANY NUMBER OF BOYS AND GIRLS)
DECOR/FURNITURE
THE ACTORS THEMSELVES. I.E. SHOULD A CHAIR BE 
NEEDED, A CHORISTER WILL BE ON ALL FOURS ETC.  
OTHER THAN THAT THEY ARE CHARACTERS. EACH ONE 
CAN CHOOSE AN OBJECT TO REPRESENT. 
COSTUMES
BOYS: GREY GYMNAST TIGHTS, PREFERABLY BARE TOPS 
(OR MATCHING T-SHIRTS) & BARE FEET, GERVASE IN 
WHITE & SILVER; ORLO BROWN & COPPER
GIRLS :  GREY LEOTARDS, BARE FEET,  CELA  IN PINK, 
DULINDA WHITE, COVERED WITH A WHITE LACE KAFTAN
MAKE-UP
TO SUIT EACH CHARACTER WITHOUT BECOMING 
CARICATURE
PROPS
NONE

NOTES
THE ENTIRE CAST IS ON STAGE THROUGHOUT, EXCEPT 
DULINDA WHO APPEARS SECONDS AFTER LIGHTS / 
CURTAINS UP.                                                                                       
THE REFERENCES TO BALLET SUCH AS PAS DE DEUX  
ARE MERELY STRUCTURAL. HOWEVER, IF CAST WANTS 
TO PERFORM SYNCHRONISED MOVEMENTS – FEEL FREE. 
WHEN THEY SPEAK IN UNISON, THEY SHOULD SOUND 
NATURAL, NOT LIKE A ‘SPEECH CHOIR’ 

MY FEELING IS THAT THE USE OF INCIDENTAL MUSIC SHOULD BE AVOIDED. 
NO ALTERATIONS MAY BE MADE TO SCRIPT. ENJOY!
 - WIM
PAS DE DEUX 1
DULINDA: [ENTER AND APPROACH GERVASE]  “The boy who thinks he’s a flowerpot.”
GERVASE: Wake up! Take the needle out of your arm.
DULINDA: Sorry! Sorry. My mistake. Young mán?
GERVASE: The noun is fine. The verb is wrong. Start over.
DULINDA: “The boy who thinks he’s a flowerpot.”?
GERVASE: What does that mean?
DULINDA: Jeeez, and they told me we’ll get on well. That you’re not like the others – full of sights and airs... Listen, we have to write an 
 essay in the style of an interview and I thought it’s a catchy title. The boy who thinks he’s a flowerpot. Or vase 
 [PRONOUNCED VAAZ] if you prefer.
GERVASE: Do you think you are what you are?
DULINDA: Oh boy! The almost man also pretends to be philosopher.
GERVASE: Point is, I don’t pretend anything. I am what I am.
DULINDA: That’s a song! Jean-Paul Sartre’s play In Camera  is a set work for us. I know he said “I think, therefore I am.”
GERVASE: Shut the front door! You’re young and like a leaking tap, but it’s not leaking water... You have parrot knowledge and no insight.  
 Sartre never said that. René Descarte  penned it in the 17th century”:  Je pense, donc je suis. And in Latyn Cogito, ergo sum. Just 
 answer the question: do you think you are what you are and what do you think you are? 
DULINDA: I have to ask the questions....but I know what I am. I don’t think it.
GERVASE: So why do you say I think I’m a vase? Why don’t you say I’m a vase who thinks he’s a boy? Or even better, just accept me.
DULINDA: Oops. Touchy! I... I... it’s just...
GERVASE: Stop fussing. Even some of those who’ve been employed here for years – not the residents, the workers – still don’t get it.  
 You’ll crack your skull, but never crack the code. Why do you want to understand everything with your mind? Some things you should 
 get with your guts! Your instincts.
DULINDA: You don’t sound like a modern young person.
GERVASE: Maybe I’m timeless. Like Orlo. L’Horloge.
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DULINDA: One can’t just switch of all one’s  prejudices and  reservations and pre-set ideas.
GERVASE: Again! You’ve learned those lines by heart. They’re not your original thoughts. Miss priss. Miss purity personified. Then you 
 blame me for being old-fashioned. 
DULINDA: You’re not at all what I expected. You’re keeping me on my toes.
GERVASE: So, ballet, girlfriend, ballet!  Thought I’d be a slobbering idiot, not so? A grinning blob who pees himself all day (long). 
DULINDA: No, no. In that case I wouldn’t have asked to meet you. They told me you’re quite sharp.
GERVASE: I’m all but sharp. No edges or corners. No splinters or shards.  
 DULINDA: Okay. Sharp-witted. Informed.
GERVASE: You’re lying. Nobody gave you permission to enter. You slipped in here. Visitors or new residents don’t need permission.  
 We just arrive at our asylum. Our safehouse.
DULINDA: [QUIETLY LOOKS AT HIM. THEN:] Hi. I’m Dulinda. What’s your name?
GERVASE: [PRONOUNCES IT GERVAAZ] Gervase.
DULINDA: [LAUGHS] The boy who thinks he is Gervaaz.
GERVASE: Héhéhé. Write what you will. It’s your essay. I don’t have to mark is. Dulinda is a pretty name.
DULINDA: Can’t say thank you, because I didn’t name myself. Did your parents seriously christen you Gervaaz? 
GERVASE: [LAUGHS] You itch to put everything in tidy boxes. I suppose Gervase is an old-fashioned name because I’m a flowerpot in 
 an old-fashioned in style. My reasoning,  however, is quite with-it. Modern. There. You see? I just am what I am. There have always 
 been others like me and there always will be…
DULINDA: All right! I get it. You don’t imagine you’re a vase. A flowerpot. Or a rose bowl. You are one.
GERVASE: Finally!! Let me tell you. I had artists; creators.  Ceramists created me from clay. I’m neither crystal, glass or porcelain 
 like the china doll. I’m  sturdy, hard baked, higly glazed earthenware.  My  tattoos.... my inlays, my adornments, are genuine silver. 
 Therefore I’m quite unique and almost unaffordable.
DULINDA: Either I’m off my rocker or I’m really talking to an ornament. Just tell me one thing? Why can you speak? How come I 
 can hear you? In decent, proper if not pucker English? 
GERVASE: Everything can talk. Everything has facts, a history. But human beings don’t pay attention. They don’t keep quiet and listen.  
 Maybe you just imagine hearing me in English. Perhaps I’m speaking Afrikaans or Greek or Pedi or Ceramic or Porzellan and your brain 
 translates it for you.  People don’t listen, they don’t watch and they don’t absorb. As you said, it’s all based on preconceived ideas. 
 It took you quite a while to follow my drift.
DULINDA: Great! Now I twig why you’re so informed. You lend your ears [GIGGLES] to friends, Romans and all bypassers!
GERVASE: You make yourself ‘corpse’ when you refer to my ears. You’d be astonished about what people utter and mutter here. Especially if 
 they’re on their own. Things like: “You’re very handsome, but just too expensive.”  Or: “Seductive!” Or: “Silver inlays! Why not 
 gold? Or: “You’re just to big for my corner table.” Or: “Just imagine the pleasure I can give you…” What and who told them 
 I’m for sale in the first place?! To be had? I scream and shout at them. But they’re all adults and especially adults don’t listen. 
 Especially when they’re as straight as an arrow.
DULINDA: Holy heavens! That’s a lot of info. So you want to drill into my head that each and every object on earth has a voice? 
 Can communicate.
GERVASE: Every tree and rock and plant and flower and animal and flowerpot and mirror and gearbox and house and even earth itself.
CORPS  DE BALLET 1
CORPS : [DECOR’ COMES ALIVE, TALKS AND MOVES] Many times more than the chimes of  l’Horloge, our granfdather clock, are his 
 regular heartbeats, the gentle tick-tock, tick-tock…  Hickory Dickory Dock… and mucher louder than those of our sleeping beauty, 
 our very own porcelain China Doll. Recite in unison, with proper stresses, together, or chaos will erupt should everyone utter their 
 own truths in their own time. As with orphans we rejoice when one of us moves on, transcends, migrates,  finds another home, in 
 fact another country, yet we bemoan our loss. We realise this condition is an interim. The diagnosis is drastic. The prognosis 
 inevitable. We know our prospects are subject to ourselves. One of is too cracked, another too faded,  or too jaded, yet anther too 
 skew.  Some are bent. Others perhaps too thin because of being polished too often. Not yet ready to be assimilated into the 
 community.We are misfits in their milieu, but not in ours. ‘They’ regard us as: *[QUICK ON CUE] 
CHORISTER: *Riffraff. Scum. Pariahs. 
CHORISTER: Rejects of society.
CHORISTER : Neurotics.
CHORISTER : Psychotics. 
CHORISTER : Schizophrenics. 
CHORISTER  : Psycopaths. 
CHORISTER : Pathetics. 
CHORISTER : Neither fish nor flesh.  
CHORISTER : Neither cooked nor raw.
CHORISTER : Neither well-done nor rare. 
CHORISTER : Inbetweeners. 
CHORISTER :  Gender fluids. Pansexuals.
CHORISTER : Yet miracle of miracles, we’re alive.
CORPS : Rock and roll and jive! We’re like bees in a hive. Now are rhyme comes alive. Our stories,our histories, intertwine. We’re all 
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 but asinine.
CHORISTER: What’s the use of worrying? What do we benefit from depression, manias, or obsession?... 
CHORISTER: ...our bipolarity, our agony, our ecstasy...
CHORISTER:  ...our loneliness, our desolation... 
CHORISTER:  ...our panic, our paranoia, our claustrophobia...
CHORISTER: … our anthropophobia…
CHORISTER: ..our pimples and zits and hormones and wits... 
CHORISTER: ... our narcissism and eroticism, our tragedy... 
CORPS : We – as a phenomenon – have eternal lockdown - we hide our true selves behind masks of antiquity or aloofness or rebellion.
CHORISTER: Then… Then there are the daily visitors... 
CHORISTER: Superior know-alls.
CHORISTER: Parents. Teachers. Rulers and regulators. 
CHORISTER: The humiliation of public display. Public performances.
CHORISTER: Oglers. Peepers. Prying* mantisses. {*stet} 
CHORISTER: Worst of all the staff. 
CHORISTER: Pretending to be shrinks, counsellors, nurses, medics, paramedics, psychological chiropractors. 
CHORISTER: In fact it’s a finishing school run by dusters and polishers, self-appointed vacuum cleaners... 
CHORISTER: ...trying to make a vacuum of our minds... 
CHORISTER: …to refill it with their ideas, their notions, their beliefs…
CORPS: We are no longer cute and amusing, yet not  trained enough to be presentable. We are merely inanimate objects to arrange and 
 push around. Still down on our luck. Okay, all right, we all know what rhymes with luck! Buck, duck and muck. Tick-tock- 
 uck. Rock, sock, clock.  Come on Grandfather Orlo, stop acting. Stop pretending you’re catatonic. Snap out of it or we’ll wake 
 the sleeping Cela, our porcelain doll, and defame you! Snap out of the self-hypnosis. Psychosis. Diagnosis. Apoptosis. 
 [SING to the tune of Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious:] Yucky.mucky.kakkerlakkie.poefie.halitosis! 
SOLO 1
ORLO : Because I have discovered the secret, the fountain of eternal youth, you regard me as  your playmate and think you can order 
 me around! Goodness! I’m almost three hundred and fifty years old and arrived by ship from Europe. You all envy me my body. 
 And desire it! I’m antique. Authentic. Unique. Yet I am the eternal now. This very moment. The majority of you guys are modern 
 replicas or imitations. Even those of you with a history don’t have a family tree to speak of. Without a pedigree one is a mongrel. 
 Kitsch. In any case, last night when you lot revelled and raved, I made an appointment with Cela. Tonight I’ll pay court to her. In 
 an old-fashioned, gentlemanly way. You are therefore wrong if you think you’ve got me by the... weights.
CORPS : Stop bragging.  Rather explain your atom theory to us. [SIGH] Once again...  
ORLO : Time existed long before Einstein. Time is ad infinitum. Time is knowledge. Each and every object on or in or above earth in the 
 solar system, the universe, yes the cosmos is a combination of atoms. Although the atom can be split and contains even smaller 
 particles, it is in essence the minutest unit of matter. Together atoms form cells and cells form tissue; material. Substance. Call it 
 what you will. The particles inside an atom always move. Each individual atom also moves in synchronicity with all its billion 
 clones. A choreography, a dance, an eternal ballet of atoms. Or a rugby match. Or a swimming gala. Or a bull-fight. Which means 
 that nothing is in fact motionless. Not even the flat top or the legs of a table are motionless. Because it contains energy. Emotion 
 is energy. Love is energy. Making love is energy. Energy is God. God is energy. Therefore everything, whether organic or inorganic, 
 is in eternal motion and pieces of God.  e = mc2 . Life is motion;  e-motion.
CORPS DE BALLET 2
CORPS : That’s joyous! That’s comforting! That’s encouraging! That’s overhelming! That’s enough to drive one fucking mad!... Oh my  
 word! A young unknown unidentified object is among us! And that word is a big no-no! We don’t dare use it in its company.
BOYS: Which one? Which one? The f -bomb?
GIRLS: No, no, no. The m-word! [LOUD WHISPER] Mad. 
CORPS: [IN CRESCENDO] Mad, crazy, looney, dotty, bananas, bonkers, cuckoo, insane, lunatic, demented, mental!!
SOLO 2
CELA: Crikey Moses! Are you trying to wake the dead?! Don’t you ever stop? Day in and day out! You only behave when there are 
 nosy parkers around. Then you’re ever so quiet and you know your place. Oh, my wordless! A nosy parker is indeed present! 
 Looks young, but obviously hasn’t come to join us. It’s not wearing the costume. It has to be a spy. Aren’t you scared it might 
 split or squeal on us? Fortunately most foreigners are willfully deaf. Have you ever! Isn’t the shop door closed already? Aren’t the 
 sanatorium’s gate locked? After hours is when you guys get raucous. So this visitor’s naughty-naughty.... People who visit the 
 zoo don’t realise the animals find them funnier than the other way round. [TO DULINDA] Would you like to buy me? So you can 
 pose me in solitude on your bed? Or put me on a shelf? I don’t think so. I’ve travelled the world, my dear. Ever since birth. That’s 
 why I’m worldly-wise. Don’t let my appearance fool you. I’m street-wise too. Don’t stare at me as if I’m an alien! You’re the alien, 
 the imposter, the intruder.
PAS DE QUATRE 
DULINDA: And you are ruder than a ferel cat!
CELA: O my pancake! It is one of us. Sort of. No, it isn’t. However, it can hear me! Mountains, crush me! Hills, protect me! 
GERVASE: I tried to warn, you Cela. But you don’t even look in my direction.To you I might as well be a pisspot. 
CELA: Uncouth ceramic second class unrefined clay!
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GERVASE: You think you’re Miss World.
ORLO: Ha! No, Vase, she’s Miss Universe!
GERVASE: Seriously, Orlo, sometimes you talk with those two cylindrical... weights of yours.
ORLO: Jealousy  makes you nasty. I don’t think you have any... weights.
CELA: Gerryvaaz, even though you and I are vaguely from the same material and distantly related, we differ like  Iceland and the Namib. 
 You are ceramic. And I’m fine china porcelain, delicate and exquisite. Talk about eternal youth! I’m in my forth incarnation! 
ORLO: Carnation. Nation. To life!
PAS DE DEUX 2
DULINDA: However you all look like high school learners.
GERVASE: Shows you how you can delude yourself. Prevalance is in the eye of the perceiver. But spot on. Your powers of observation are 
 increasing.
DULINDA: And I was told you’re the nice one. You sound like a pseudo-academic.
GERVASE: So you did turn up with preconceived ideas. What did you expect? Caricatures? One- dimensional line-drawings?  A bunch of  
 cretins? Any way, I think you have more in you than I gave you credit for. You’ve started hearing all my fellow inmates! My mates!
DULINDA: Only because you told me how.
GERVASE: I suppose.
DULINDA: And I suppose you’re not a supposition!
GERVASE: ‘Moses supposes his toses are roses.’ You’re a clever cookie!
DULINDA: Hmff! Minutes ago I was as dumb as dirt! Why do we all communicate?
GERVASE: ’Cause, Olivia Rodrigo, the likes of us are a world-wide phenomenon.
DULINDA: Olivia Rodrigo?!!
GERVASE: Her song is called Naive Girl...
DULINDA: For a ceramic vase you have many human traits...
GERVASE: We have natural qualities. Didn’t you pay attention to old Ding-Dong-Dell’s lecture? As soon as someone spots a gorilla or a 
 chimp with a stick or a rock in its hand, it’s seen as having human qualities. The human race is a smug but confused species.
DULINDA: Millennia’s indoctrination. Though we still developed further than any other species. And several of us are artists. Painters, 
 authors, actors. Like your ceramists. Art is the highest form of culture. Of civilisation. The human being can create. It creates all 
 forms of art.  
GERVASE: Straight from school, hu? People, human beings, create weapons as well. To this day  people - adult, ‘civilised’ people – not 
 only make theatre or love but war. Barbarians. Think Ukraine. Everyone who doesn’t think, act, vote or pray exactly like youshould 
 be demolished! 
DULINDA: We’re not all like that. 
GERVASE: You don’t even know why you’re here. Where you belong. Because I don’t comply with your silly beliefs, I’m a threat. You say 
 you’re a girl. Then in fact a vase should be no threat to you... Shame, you’re almost still a child...
DULINDA: All people fear the unkown. Even grown-ups. But I’m confused. You... all of you are starting to look like people. Just not those 
 I’m used to.
GERVASE: Time to open your eyes. You feel threatened.  But there are more similarities than differences. Accept. Accept. 
DULINDA: [CLOSE TO TEARS]  You sound totally different from the way you’re made out to be. You sound... almost... grown-up . 
GERVASE: Watch it! Watch it! Here we don’t particularly like that word either.
DULINDA: All I wanted to do was write a composition about something different...
GERVASE: Something different! You’re surrounded by different somethings!!
DULINDA: I’m not learning anything. I’m getting more and more muddled.
GERVASE: Imagine you’re in a play where everyone else is an object, rather than a character. That’s how we’re being judged by outsiders. 
 But we all have characters and personalities.
DULINDA: This is driving me fucking crazy!!
CORPSDE BALLET 3 
CORPS: [DEEP BREATH] She cursed! She used a swear word!! She said ’CRAZY!’
CHORISTER:  She has to be fined! Where’s Piggy Bank?  
CHORISTER:  Rolling in the dust somewhere.
CHORISTER:  Which is as scarce as mud in this sterile place.
CHORISTER:  No-one gets dragged through the mud here.
CHORISTER: No way. We have too much respect for each other!
CORPS: [LAUGH]
CHORISTER: Our roof never leaks. 
CHORISTER: Our minders, our custodians, our providers handle us with kid gloves.
CHORISTER: Prying mantiss will have to learn not to cuss.
CHORISTER: Use of the follwing words, undefined intruder, are banned: mad, crazy, cuckoo, bonkers, lunacy or lunatic… 
CHORISTER:  ...deranged, daft, soft in the head, off one’s rocker...  
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CHORISTER:  ...lost your marbles... nutcase…
CHORISTER: ...loony, balmy and foolish...
CHORISTER:  ...possessed, demoniac...
CHORISTER: And those other no-no’s: depression, bipolarity, anorexia, bulimia…   
CHORISTER: Why are we all here?
CHORISTER: Because we’re not all there!
CORPS: [LAUGH] 
CHORISTER: Sometimes, but just sometimes, you may say‘on the wrong track’, but only when really necessary.
CHORISTER: Also forbidden are abnormal, skew, unhinged,  
CHORISTER: And the worst of all: deviant, aberrant. 
CHORISTER: Here we are all together. All equal. No apartheid. Yet with proper social distancing…
CHORISTER: We do sometimes disagree and have debates about stuff that matters.
CHORISTER: Our latest topic was gender fluidity.
PAS DE DEUX 3
ORLO: Cela, when will you say yes or no? It’s not such a preposterous idea that the two of us date!
CELA: You Modernists love using big words. Yet you can tell the time, but not the date!!
ORLO: Pretty and wity! Unlike you I’m still in my first incarnation but not quite up to date with current slang! What is the latest expression 
 for an appointment?      
CELA: You’re so la-di-da, my knees turn to jelly. And that’s quite a thing for porcelain! Since ‘date’ there has been hook-up, step out with, 
 and then go steady, be an item...  well, I don’t keep up either. As soon as one thinks one knows, there are new buzzwords. Not 
 to mention Twitter, WhatsApp, Instagram, telegram, and then the  abbreviations! Little me seriously thought LOL means love you 
 lots. Perhaps we should ask the intruder. The prying mantiss. The newcomer.
ORLO: Offee Coffee table would know. He’s on Facebook and he has a tablet, an Ipod, an Ipad, and a  Smart Phone. I don’t want to talk 
 to Nosy Parker. In any case I think it has a thing for Gervase. Although we know it’s barking up the wrong tree. What’s more, he’s 
 hollow on the inside so hé can’t lose his heart!!
CELA: So I suppose his brain is in his base? But he’s not without feelings. I think he’s heavy  into Cyclo Encyclopaedia... You don’t  
 need Wikipedia in book form. You’re very wise. From your gable through your handsome face with the copper digits and hands 
 down through  our glass-covered interrior with the copper chains right down to those huge copper...  weights, your every atom 
 speaks of wisdom.
ORLO: Flattery will get you everywhere! So why don’t you say yes?
CELA: Orlo, everyone knows I’m crazy-
CORPS: [INTERRUPTUS] Swear word!
CELA: Stark raving-
CORPS: Expletive!
CELA: Infatuated with you.  Get lost, you rabble!!
ORLO: Then what’s the issue?
CELA: It stands to reason. I’m almost in my third millennium! And you’re a mere three hundred and fifty odd. Besides, you’re almost 
 two meters tall and I’m a petite seventy centimeters...
ORLO: Are you implying only Eddy Teddy Bear or Inx Sphinx Cat or Oyso Toy Soldier are suited to you? I’m so disappointed in you. 
 Our  differences weigh heavier than our similarities?! Are you agist, sizeist, or just prejudiced?
CELA: That’s not it at all!! I just meant we’ll look very very funny as a bridal couple.
CORPS: [LAUGH] She’s trying to make a long story short!
ORLO: Cela, Cela, Cela. Porcelain doll of my dreams! Do you really care what others think?! What people would say?
CORPS DE BALLET 4
CORPS: People. People. People. Foreigners. Tattletales.
CHORISTER: Mayor ABC has murdered his wife and kids!
CHORISTER: Tied them to the table legs and one by one decapitated them with an axe!
 CHORISTER: OMW and OMG. Must’ve been a bloodbath. 
 CHORISTER: Almost wish I could see it! 
 CHORISTER: Right,  and did you hear DEF who had been engaged to GHI is preggers?!
CHORISTER: From another man!
CHORISTER:  Shhhhh!!! Not in front of the children! 
CHORISTER: And how about Mrs JKL who says her daughter of ten had her first menses. 
CHORISTER: What is menses? The multi-plural of mens?
CORPS: Stop right there!!!! 
CHORISTER: Not in front of the children!! 
CHORISTER: Hi, shame, I heard Mr MNO died such a horrible death last night. 
CHORISTER: Mrs PQR told me he drowned or suffocated in his own vomit. 
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CHORISTER: Paramedics struggled more than an hour to revive him. 
CHORISTER: Ag, shame, man. It’s because of the drinking.
CHORISTER: Shows you. Grown-ups live in another country.
CHORISTER: No, wé do. 
CHORISTER: Movie violence:  no-one under thirteen. 
CHORISTER: Nudity and sex: no-one under eighteen.  
CORPS: Never mind paramedics. Life is a paradox. Pandora’s box. Pandemics. War. War-ming Global warming. War-ning. Warning.
PAS DE DEUX 4
DULINDA: They keep interrupting us, Gervase. And I still  have quite a few questions.
GERVASE: Go for it, Lindi!
DULINDA: Errrr....let me see.... Okay. Which flowers are  your favourite?  Or should I say which flower do you prefer being put into you? 
GERVASE: That sounds gross! Put into me!
CHORUS: [LOUD WHISPER] Shhhh!!! Not in front of  the children.
DULINDA: Okay. Arranged in you?
GERVASE: Any flower. Crysanthemums. Arum lilies. Long-stemmed roses. As long as the stems don’t have thorns.
CORPS: [LAUGH] Thorns prick.
DULINDA: Any preferred colour?
CHORUS: Be aware of, beware of  colour prejudice...
GERVASE: Any colour.... If you really wanted to be cute,  not original, but sweet, you would’ve brought me a bunch of flowers...
DULINDA: There you have it. I honestly didn’t know what to expect. In fact, everything is different from what I expected.
GERVASE: Dulinda, where do you think you are?
DULINDA: Errrr....here....with you....all of you. I ummm.....
GERVASE: Totally out of your depth. At school and at home you’ve always been sure of yourself. Until recently. The steady boat suddenly 
 started rocking...
DULINDA: What  does a hollow flowerpot know of my life?! 
GERVASE: Hollow is in the eye of the beholder.
CORPS: [LAUGHTER]
DULINDA: Whatever! What do you know of my circumstances... my hurt... my anxiety, my battle with... with.... 
GERVASE: Please not that hackneyed, superficial, over- romanticised eighteenth century phrase ‘Man is an island’. We’re all sick of it here. 
 And we can string out those like Able Crocheted Tablecloth over there who unraveled by accident. The staff took days to mend 
 him. Let’s hear them, guys. 
CHORISTER: Don’t judge a book by its cover. 
CHORISTER: Appearances are deceiving.
CHORISTER: Man is born alone.
CHORISTER: Solitaire’s the only game in town. 
CHORISTER: Motives are difficult to fathom.
CHORISTER: Loneliness is the poverty of self.
GERVASE: All bullshit! With some effort and insight you can connect with anyone else. If they allow it.
DULINDA: Your talk is cheap. Here you sit, protected, without any knowledge of what’s happening in the outside world. The real world. 
 You’re just a bunch of caged freaks hiding behind the personae you chose for yourselves. And then you want to preach to those 
 of us who are at the mercy of the cruel world.
CORPS: Now that was an empty pity party if ever. And the poor creature schemes we ‘created’  ourselves.   All the world's a stage.  And all 
 the men and women merely players.
GERVASE: Ha-bloody-ha, sister! My heart bleeds for you. You’re a smooth talker. English composition! Ha! You’re hollow on 
 the inside. Only you notice borders. We, us lot, we are here, there, everywhere. Because we have the courage of our conviction, 
 to sound like a teacher again, to accept that we are what and who we are. And to accept each other.  
DULINDA: Fool’s paradise...
CORPS: Swear words! The crude bitch!
GERVASE: Where’s Piggy Bank??!  You’re clueless. Erase, delete the word ‘think’ from your vocabulary. Where are you?
DULINDA: Here. Right here. Still here. With you. Surrounded by the others. In a ‘cage’ which you call either a sanatorium or an antique shop.
CORPS: How about a time capsule? A timeless capsule? We’re not antiques. We’re curios. Selectables.
GERVASE: So where am I? And the others? Are they ‘the others’? Different?
DULINDA: Hopefully everyone is an indivudual! Just stop it! You’re driving me crazy!!!
CORPS: Cuss word! Swear word! Expletive! Obscenity! Profanity! All of us, spit over our left shoulders [THEY ALL MAKE SPITTING 
 SOUNDS]
GERVASE: NO, no, no, no, Dulinda, no. You came here with the idea that this is a [LOUD STAGE WHISPER]mental asylum. [NORMAL 
 VOICE] Then we almost convinced you it’s a museum. Later on you wanted to believe that we’re displays in an antiques shop… 
 because you noticed  and developed a crush on Inkwo Stinkwood Chair at the back. He’s rugby captain of the first team. 
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 You just heard that we’re curios.  Yet you’re back at believing this is a [STAGE WHISPER] mental asylum. [NORMAL VOICE]. In 
 fact you’re jealous. You ‘think’  - shit word -  we have mechanisms to protect us from hurt. You  ‘think’ my ceramic can’t crack 
 Although you’re in this imaginary cage, you’re actually  trying to run away from the truth.
DULINDA: Your institution is clearly marked in the telephone directory. I phoned to make an appointment and the receptionist said Ishould 
 talk to you. “The boy who thinks he’s a flowerpot. He’s the most approachable,” she said.
CORPS  DE BALLET 5
CHORISTER: Cogito, ergo sum. Je pense, donc je suis. I think, therefore I am. 
CHORISTER: I am what I am!
CHORISTER: Perhaps not my own special creation. 
CHORISTER: But, here’s the thing guys: if I think I am what I think I am, ám I then what I think I am? 
CHORISTER: I’m telling you, this newbie has sprayed us with some aerosol. 
CHORISTER: Maybe it’s her perfume.
CHORISTER: One cent’s scent, yes. Cheap and spaced out. 
CHORISTER: Tripping us out.
CHORISTER: Tripping us up.
CHORISTER: She’s an identity thief. 
CHORISTER: Iden-tity. Because she still has no titties. 
CHORISTER: She wants to 1984 us.  
CHORISTER: All clones. All look-alike, act-alike robots.
CHORISTER: Because thát is safe. Thát is secure.  
CHORISTER: Not equal but different. Just one grey mass!
CORPS: No. Never. Never. Never ever ever ever. We’ll  never conform. We’re rebels and if we’re without a cause, we’ll find one! Out with 
 the intruder!
PAS DE QUATRE
GERVASE: Steady now, guys. Remember, some of us are about ready to move on. And most of us were as confused when we arrived here. 
 In fact, I was confussed – something between confused and concussed. Such is life. The harder you fight to be an individual, 
 the keener you are to belong. Trust me: I have no herd instinct, yet here I’m part of the gang.  Dulinda honestly doesn’t know 
 where she is… Or are you lying?
CELA: Can we take it slowly, Orlo, dear? I don’t want to rush into a relationship just to regret it later on. Remember : after forty 
 incarnations I’m still a ... a… untouched. And I’m not from China. Like a virus. I’m made of china. It’s very fragile...                                                
DULINDA: All right, then you explain to me where I am. Why do you pretend to be antiques?
GERVASE: The antics of the antiques. The capers of the  curios. We’re the new generation. The now generation. Only our situation is 
 ancient. Eternal.
DULINDA: I feel lost. Help me, Gervase. Save me.
ORLO: There’s no rush. No hurry. We have eternity. My admiration and love for you grow with every tick-tack of my tock. Clock 
 Hickory Dickory Dock. I’m not digital. I’m analog. 
GERVASE: You’re not in an asylum, your not in an antiqueor curio shop, your not in a techno-lab and certainly not in one of those plays 
 where you’ll wake up to discover everything was a dream. You don’t live somehere in a playwrights’s mind. Unfortunately you’re 
 still living in your own mind. This is not a drug den. This is real life.
CORPS: [INTERRUPTUS] We want to remove her shell!
CELA: Heavens above!! I don’t want to wait an eternity either.  My forty-first incarnation is approaching. So many lives. So many 
 unrequited loves.  How foolish.... I mean ridiculous of me to fall in love with Time. My shrink would say it’s a form of narcissism. 
 But being the eternal teenager has advantages. And what would happen, Orlo, if some day they forget to grab your chains and 
 pull your weights to... wind you up? 
CORPS: [INTERRUPTUS] He’ll stop short never to to go again...
DULINDA: Tragic heroine. Tears rolling down porcelain cheeks. Gervase, the vase, Flowerpot, keep telling me what I’m nót. You’re also 
 dancing round the issue. Spit it out! Where the... heck  am I?!
CHORISTER: She doesn’t know that she has to come grips with it herself. Alice in Wonderland. 
CHORISTER: Nowhereland. Everland. 
CHORISTER: But truly the age of wonders.
ORLO: [SINGS]‘The grandfather clock was too large for the shelf....but  it stopped, short, never to go again, on the day that the old man 
 died.’Whatever. The song’s about  my late English great uncle. I won’t stop, doll, my doll. Because I’m indeed still a teen, like you, 
 I’ve learned how to secretly pull my weights.    
INTERLUDE
CHORUS: [DEEP BREATH] What a confession. And  without a priest, nogal!!
CHORISTER: In the presence of children!! 
CHORISTER: Where do you see children?
CHORISTER: Too old to be children. 
CHORISTER: Too young to be grown-ups. 
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CHORISTER: Betwixt and betweeners. 
CHORISTER: Teens. Teenagers.
CHORISTER: Crossovers.
CORISTERS: Moody moonrangers.

PAS DE QUATRE CTD 
ORLO: Please, Cela, please let’s ask the Golden Cherub to officiate at our wedding. The androgynous, genderless Golden Cherub. 
CELA: Orlo, aren’t we a bit young... immature to get married?
GERVASE: There you have it. Five, six years of suspense. Suspension.  Being kept on ice. The situation of all teenagers.
ORLO: St Paul said it’s better to get married than burn with desire. I’m Hickory. Wooden. Woody. I burn easily.
DULINDA: You... you... tappets disgust me. I don’t know where you are, but I don’t want to be there either. Everything you say is  meant to 
 be ambiguous. Below the belt. 
GERVASE: Escape is not that easy. We each had to work it out for ourselves. And had to come to terms with it. Life isn’t cut and dried. But 
 it’s also not all personal choice. I didn’t put in an application to be a flowerpot. Baby, I was born  this gay. Every single person 
 ends up here.  Sooner or later. Before he or she moves on again. You have the key in your hand, Dulinda. Up to now you’ve peeped 
 through the keyhole. Unlock the door. What’s your so-called battle?
CELA: The cycle of birth, death and rebirth.
ORLO: And in between birth and death is life.
DULINDA: Battle? What battle? What fight?  Keep your  ceramic nose out of my business. You make me sick. I’m leaving.
ORLO: Then leave. I’m not blocking your way.
CELA: She wasn’t talking to you.
ORLO: We’re inside her head. She’s talking to all of us.
GERVASE: Or to none of us. Perhaps she’s a figment of  our imaginations. Let her go. She’ll soon discover she’s reached the point of  
 no return. 
CELA: It’s an irreversible process, ducky!
GERVASE: It’s as clear as daylight, Dulinda, but you pretend to be blind. Go!!
DULINDA: I can’t! I can’t move! I’m stuck to the floor! You bugger! Son of a bitch! How did you know I was sent here?  I would never’ve set 
 foot inside out of choice.
COPRS: Happens to us all. Sooner or later. Arrives at  the state of neither fish nor flesh. No man’s land. Everyone’s country. Puberrrrrrty. 
 Adolescencccccce. Great time. Shit time!
GERVASE: We saw right through your ploy of writing an essay. Your parents and teachers and classmates don’t know that you’re a coward.  
 Anyway that’s what you think. We’ll write a composition about you. The girl with the inner conflict. You think that your struggle 
 makes you unique.
CELA: Orlo, are you really unmasking me after all the millennia? I’need a new outfit. And my make-up needs a touch-up. So I’ll be Mrs  
 L’Horloge I also have a confession. I’m not in my third millenium. Only in my second…
DULINDA: You mopheads sound like aliens from another planet. The  kids in my school don’t talk like this.
CORPS: Because we’re taught to speak English by Mr B. Not slang or gibberish. 
CHORISTER: I wonder which school she thinks she goes to…
ORLO: Don’t you know that to the outside world we conform, but in here we are and do as we please...
DULINDA: Why can’t I move?!! This isn’t Algebra. Or Biology. Or Grammar. Or Geography. Vase, Gervase, help me!
GERVASE: What I’d like to find out is why you chose me to light your candle?
ORLO: Something’s eating you alive. Before you’re not honest with yourself, you’ll be stuck in the middle with you! 
GERVASE: Honest with herself? She’s mealie-mouthed. Cowardy custard. 
DULINDA: Drop dead! Go to blazes!  Go crash yourself  and let your splinters fly!
CELA: Get a life, doll!! Oh, no! I’m the doll!
ORLO: Doll, my doll, my China doll. My milktart! My lipsmacking, fingerlicking glazed cherry.  
COPRS: [VERY LOUD]  Shut the front door! Not in the presence of children!!
DULINDA: [ALMOST HYSTERICAL]You’re worse than than a horror movie! Stark raving frickin’ mad!. Free me so I can go! Leave me 
 alone! I want to get out!! 
CORPS: [SING] “I want to break free! I want to break  free!” 
GERVASE: No-one is keeping you hostage. You walked into your own trap. You can’t be honest with us. And much less with yourself.
DULINDA: You call me a coward, but you’re the chicken. Such a lame-o. Hiding out here and pretending you’re a vase. 
CHORISTER: A cage is better than a closet!
CELA: Haha! No,way. Vase is what he is. Openly so. He’s never been in any box. They try to put us in boxes or on shelves or sideboards 
 or in display cabinets, but we all are what we are. Unlike several of our predecessors, we accept our own and each others’ 
 ‘otherness’. We are what we are. We are.
ORLO: Cela, you’re causing my glass-panelled chest to burst.



164

DULINDA: Just shut your big traps. Lifeless objects . In  human form. What do you know of anxiety and sweat and panic and suffocation? I 
 hate what’s happening to my body! If only I could be genderless like Golden Cherub. 
GERVASE: FYI: Golden Cherub is not genderless. Golden Cherub is transgender and  undergoing a sex change. 
DULINDA: Vomitous info! I hate growing. Growing up. To show that I’m growing up. Becoming a woman. Breasts. Hips. Pelvis. My body 
 repulses me. It makes me sick. Period.  I fear… I detest the feelings, the urges, the longings, the ache, the ache, the ache…  
GRANDE FINALE TUTTI
CORPS GIRLS: Changes. Transformations. Eve’s evolution. 
[APPLAUD HER. GO TO HER. REMOVE THE KAFTAN]
CORPS BOYS: Look! She’s free. Rescued. She admitted and freed herself! She’s one of us!
GERVASE: Make yourself at home, dear.
CELA: Apparently self-acceptance is as much of a struggle for some as accepting those who are different. Dissimilar.
DULINDA: Where am I?
GERVASE: The United States of Hormony. 
DULINDA: Harmony.
GERVASE: No. Hormony. Testosterone and oestrogen. 
CORPS GIRLS: Testosmoron.
CORPS BOYS: Extra gin!
GERVASE: Call it Teenlimbo if you will. Or Tweenage.
CHORISTER: Puberty.  
CHORISTER: Adolescence.
CHORISTER:  Sexual maturation.
CHORISTER: Glandular boxing match! 
CHORISTER: Ballet of the balls. 
CHORISTER: Always deserving of  a standing ovulation! 
CORPS: Welcome. Welcome! 
CHORISTER: To the process of growing into your own skin.
CHORISTER:  To becoming your own person.     
GERVASE: I told you I have some news for you: You’re surrounded by class- and schoolmates!
DULINDA: So you are a boy. Not a vase.  A young man.
ORLO: “That which we call a rose by any other name will smell as sweet.”
CELA: Oh, Romeo, my Romeo, yes, I’ll be your Juliet!
DULINDA: Suddenly I can breathe. Hell, it’s nice! I am me, yet I do belong. So who are you really?
GERVASE: #Me1... [LAUGHS] Gervase who can’t wait to be displayed on  a grand piano. I’ll be filled with cool water and  a lush bunch of 
 roses that drop and drip blood-red petals on the shiny top. Someone is playing a romantic tune on the black and white keys 
 And my petals, my love, will drip, drip, drip*
GRANDE ENSEMBLE
TUTTI: *Drip. Drip. Drip. Tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock, tick-tock-tack [FADE OUT WHILE 
 LIGHTS FADE] Drip. Drip. Drip. Drip. Drip.
CURTAIN CALL
[FINAL NOTE: GERVASE SHOULDN’T BE PLAYED  CAMP OR EFFEMINATE. JUST PLAY HIM STRAIGHT]
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Mahindra. Always up for a challenge.
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CAN AIRBNB
STOP WARS?
B y  K a r e n  F r a s e r

Pierre & Abi were Airbnb guests in Jeffreys Bay,
South Africa in May 2021 when the area received
110mm of rain in one evening. They were staying in
the home of my retired parents who had gone to the
Mpumalanga province on holiday at the time. My
parents' house flooded during the storm!

Instead of jumping ship (excuse the pun) Pierre & Abi
stayed and did everything in their power to save as
much of the house contents as they could. Pierre
even moved Mom's car to higher ground & switched
off the electricity board in the house. Between the two
of them they moved as much as possible of my folks'
belongings out of harm’s way. And once the water
levels subsided, they started cleaning up all the
debris.

If it was not for them, who knows how much worse
the damage could have been. They became such
good friends; when Pierre & Abi left everyone shed a
tear.

When guests become friends, we build a community
of friends who have compassion for one another and
THAT is what Airbnb is all about. If we can strengthen
this community and its relationships all over the
world... would the "pay it forward" principle eventually
kick in... and would there still be wars and fighting
and so much crime?

Here's to all the amazing Airbnb guests all over the
world! I salute you!

w w w w . s m a r t a i r b n b s . c o m

P i e r r e  &  A b i



173

Get ZAR4,000 off any one month booking of this
fully furnished 3 bedroom apartment, 

Fourways, Johannesburg

Inbetween homes?
No problem?

Offer valid for all bookings made before 31 August 2022.
Pending availability. Quote #PINK to redeem offer. 

To book: https://airbnb.com/h/poplar-apartment



174

POSTMODERN 
PAINTING. Stella 

alternately paints in 
oil and watercolor

How To Earn 

30 – 80%

More Rent

Than Your

Neighbour

SMART AIRBNBS

TURN DEAD SPACE
INTO AN INCOME
GENERATING
MACHINE
by Samantha McArthur

Like Uber, Airbnb became an online
success story in well under a decade.
For those who have heard about the
Airbnb phenomenon but not really
looked into what it’s about, in a
nutshell, it’s an online marketplace
where anyone who loves travelling can
view, book and experience unique
accommodations as well as a diversity
of tourist attractions, and get to know
different cultures all around the world.

Some Airbnbs consist of homestay
accommodation where the family lives
on site, and some are venues dedicated
exclusively to Airbnb hosting in a chic,
but less formal environment compared
to the rigidity of traditional hotels and
guest houses.

So, that’s wonderful news for anyone
who has extra space in their home and
would like to make extra money, right? 

However, there are some pitfalls that
could make your hosting experience 

stutter along for some time before you
get the formula correct. 

This is why Karen Fraser, an Airbnb
Superhost, has decided to offer a series
of workshops for people who would like
to join the Airbnb community and set
up and successfully run their own
Airbnb operation.

These workshops cover everything
from setting up tastefully decorated
bedrooms and living areas, cost
efficient ways to clean, how to handle
enquiries and bookings, adding the
personal touches and more.

“My aim in offering these workshops is
to make life just that little bit easier –
and more fun – for anyone wanting to
enrol and make money through the
Airbnb platform. My workshops will
help you get right up there when it
comes to getting rave guest reviews
and ultimately to reach Superhost
status, which is a huge advantage when 

“My aim in
offering these
workshops is to
make life just
that little bit
easier”

it comes to attracting new bookings
and growing your business.”

To find out how it all works, enrol for
her free workshop “How To Earn 30-
80% More Rent Than Your Neighbour”
here:

 https://workshops.smartbnbs.com
/earn-more-ws-reg6
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It’s

okay

2B 

DIFFERENT!

Clayden
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082 881 2420
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VILLA CASTOLLINI 
VIP DINNER & FUNDRAISING

AUCTION WITH CASSA JACKSON

FRIDAY 29 APRIL 2022

@pinkloerie @pinkloerie www.pinkloerie.org



The GRDM Speaker, Alderwoman Georlene Wolmerans
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Executive Mayor of Knysna, Councillor Leleal Davis
Photo Courtesy of Michael Hilton Hofhuis Photography
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KNYSNA PRIDE AND PINK LOERIE 
MARDI GRAS AND ARTS FESTIVAL 

STREET PARTY AND PARADE

SATURDAY 30 APRIL 2022

@pinkloerie @pinkloerie www.pinkloerie.org
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THE OYSTER EDGE

SUNDAY 1 MAY 2022

@pinkloerie @pinkloerie www.pinkloerie.org
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CASSA JACKSON
VISITS SOUTH AFRICA

@pinkloerie @pinkloerie www.pinkloerie.org

foundation logo here














